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2 MademoiſelleNinon del Endos 


TO THE e 


Marquis de Se Sevigns. 


LETTER XXI. 


ou would uſe integrity in love; 

Marquis! You are far gone truly. 

I ſhall not ſhew your letter. You would 

be made a jeſt of. You cannot, vou | 

fay, employ theartifice I adviſed you to, _ 

Tour candor and refined ſentiments 
2 might 


„ MADAME DE LENCLOS TO 
might have raiſed your character in an- 
"cient days. Love Was then conſidered 


- as an affair of honour. and punctilio. 5 


But at preſent, ſince the corruption of 
times has quite changed our notions, it 
is treated meerly as a ſport of vanity or 
caprice. Your inexperience has left a 
_ ftiffneſs in your moral that will certainly 

demoliſh you, if your good ſenſe does 
not ſupple you to the manners of the 
age. 


One muſt not now- a days, keep 2 
window in their breaſts. All is grimace: 


uwe muſt take up with complaiſance, pro- 


feſſions and outward ſhew: 'tis an 
univerſal comedy, and the world are 


ty would ſoon be at an end, were we 
mutually to declare our true ſentiments 


of each other, the bad along with the 


| - The, neceſſary intercourſe of 
mankind obliged them to lay aſide this 


uncouth ſincerity, and to aſſume a cer- 


much in the right to perform it. Socie- 


. 


— 


THE MARQUIS DE SEVIGNE. * 
tain poliſhed phraſe,” and flatteting ad- 
dreſs in . it. iy EG 45 n "+. 

This habit by degrees, cbt in ga⸗ 
lantry, and notwithſtanding your nice 
ſcruples, you muſt agree that when the 

manners of politeneſs are not employed 
to ridicule or deceive, they are to be 
reckoned among the ſocial virtues—and 
the commerce in which tis moſt necef - 
ſary to diſguiſe our ſentiments, is galan- 
try. Upon many occaſions, a lover 
gains as much by concealing the great- 2 
neſs of his paſſion, as he does as, 

_ Others by fcigning i Relief AS 


"2 


I know the Ce: her thatatter; 

She has more addreſs than you. I dare 
- fay, that ſhe diſſembles her affection for 
you with as much pains as you take to 
multiply the proofs of yours. I muſt. 
repeat it again—Be leſs aſſiduous, and 
you will be better received. Make her 
jealous in her turn. Give her fears of 


L 
= 
"i 
| 


heart? There is ſomething impolitic in 
: 5 | this 


N 


6 | MADAME DE L/ENCLOS TO 

loſing you. I'll warrant then, you'lt- 
ſoon Find her more complying, *Tis at 
leaſt, the ſureſt way of knowing the rank. 


you hold i in her affections. 5 
Adieu. | 


LETTER XXII. 


TEN abs Glens, Marquis! 11 

really began to be uneaſy. The 
en bare. of my advice then, has been 
ſucceſsful. I wiſh you joy of it. But 
1 am angry with you for being chagrin- 
ed becauſe ſhe would not make you a 
confeſſion in form. The 7 love you it 


- ſeems, 1s a precious expreſſion with you. 


During this fortnight you have been en- 


deavouring to penetrate the ſentiments of 
the Countels, and have at length attain- 
ed them, You have diſcovered her re- 
gards for you. What ſhould you de- 


fire more? Would a ſimple confeſſion: 
give you any further power over her 


* 


N. 


Tis lan DE rer 7 
this conduct: for do you know that 
nothing is more apt to diſguſt a woman 
of any nicery, than the inſiſting upon 
that very expreſſion ſhe has refuſed you? = 
You ate much miſtaken.,—To a lover 
of true delicacy, this refuſal would be 
infinitely preferable to an . de- 
claration. - 


Would you underſtand your true in- 
tereſt ? Inſtead of preſſing your miſtreſs 
upon this point, you ſhould endeavour 
rather, as I to'd you before, to hide 
from herſelf the progreſs of her attach- 
ment toward ybu. Contrive to win her 
affe&ions: before ſhe perceives your de- 
fign; and conceal it as much as poſſible, 

even from her own obſervation. | 
Can one " a ſituation more 
charming than to perceive a heart inte- 
reſted on ones behalf, without the leaſt 
conſciouſneſs in itſelf; growing warm 
5 degrees, and melting away to the 
„ molt 


8 MADAME DE LUENCLOS To 


moſt. perfect tenderneſs? What 1 hs 


port to rejoice in ſecret over all its 
emotions, to guide, to augment, to pre- 


cipitate them, and to congratulate ones 


ſelf on the victory, before the yielding 
fair has ſurmiſed even a ſuſpicion of the 
ſiege ! Theſe are what I ſtile Pain 
| indeed 1 


0 


2 Attend to me Marquis, behave your- 


ſelf toward the Countels, as if the con- 


feſſion had already eſcaped her. Per- 
haps you may rever be able to prevail 
on her to pronounce the words, I love 


mo you; but *tis becauſe ſhe really loves 
you that ſhe will not fay ſo; while at 
the ſame time ſhe is doing every thing 


. neceſſary to convince you of it. Women 
labour under great difficulties : they are 


: ac leaſt as willing as you, to acknow- | 
| ledge the paſſion you have inſpired them 


with. But what would you have them 
do, Marquis? Men, moſt ingenious to 
Tongs: Os for themſelves, have af- 

FO Tg . fixed 


"es 


THE MARQUIS DE SEVIGNE. 9 
fixed'a certain ſhame to the confeſſion 
of our paſſion; and whatever notions ye 
may have framed of our manners of 


thinking, believe me that this ſame de- 
claration is always a mortifying circum- 
. ſtance to us. Thoſe who have the leaſt. 


knowledge of the world muſt be very 


ſenfible of the conſequences. © The 1 


love you, in itſelf, is certainly a very in- 


nocent expreſſion, but the effects at- 
tending it, muſt neceſſarily alarm us. 
It reſts upon you then, to conceal them 


from us, and to ſhut eur eyes upon the 
prefipiees you are leading us toward. 


B. ſides; Marquis, rang to this nice | 
point. Your obſtinacy in perſiſting in 
this confeſſion, is leſs the effect of love, 


than vanity ;, and you will find it a dif- 


ficult matter to. deceive us about the 


real motives of your inſtances, Nature 


has endowed us with an admirable in- 


ſtinct; and has taught us to diſtinguiſh 


with great preciſion, between what ariſcs | 
3 to. m 


xo MADAME DE LENCLOS T 
from the paſſion itſelf, and what is he- 
ee from it. 


l 


Ever indulgent to the effects pro- 
"> cel by the love we have ourſelves 
inſpired, we freely pardon ye the in- 
diſcretions, the extravagances— the 
whole catalogue of follies you lovers are 
-liable to. But, you will always find: 
us intractable whenever your pride at- 
tempts to combat ours. It is hardly to 
be credited, but you often diſguſt us by 
things which are by no means neceſſary 
to your own. happineſs. Your vanity 
graſps at ſhadows, while ſulſtances eſcape 
you. 


=> 
— — 
* 5 


2 1 oo ones —— — 
— 


If you would govern yourſelf by my | 
judgment, turn aſide from this vain 
purſuit, begin to enjoy a ſurer earneſt 
of your triumph, taſte the dear plea- 
ſure of hiding this ſecret from her own 

heart; and ſuffer her for a while, to re- 


Joice in her inſolvent ſecurity. Suppoſe 
that 


ar Mass DE SEVIONE. TE 


chat your importunities ſhould at length 
'wreſt this fo envied phraſe from her 
ps; what more certain advantage 
would you gain by it? Your doubts 
would they then ceaſe? Could you reſt 
ſatisfied whether you-owed this expreſ- 
fion to 1 MIT or to love? 


1 know women perfectly well. They: 


may deceive by premeditated action, or 
deliberate ſpeech ;. but the involuntary 


tokens of a paſſion they are ſtriving to 
"conceal, bear ſure and certain teſtimony. 


In fine, the confeſſions truly flatter- 


ing, are never thoſe we make, but thoſe | 


that eſcape uS> 


LET ＋ ER XXIII. 


W 11. you pardon me, Marquis? 


L laugh at your afflictions! You ' 
take things extremely to heart! Some 
indiſcretions of yours have raiſed the re- 


ſentment of the Counteſs, and your in- 


quietude 


if 


12 MADAME DE LENCLOS 10 
quietude is inexpreſſible. You kiſſed 
her hand with an emphaſis that was 
1 taken notice of by the company; ſhe 
| ſhewed public marks of her diſpleaſure; 

and the conſtant preferences you ob- 
ſerve toward her, ever mortifying to 
' other women, have expoſed you to the 


piqued railleries of the — her 
ſiſter- in- law. 


Theſe are in ſad truth, moſt unfortu- 

nate events! But are ou really ſo ſim- 

ple as to betake yourſelf to deſpair, up- 

on the outward appearance of ſuch. a: 

quarrel, without conceiving the leaſt J 
hope of an inward forgiveneſs? Tis 

leſt for me then, to re-aſſure your cou- 

rage, and. in order to this, I ſhall be 
forced to reveal ſome more of our fe: 
male myſteries to you. I eannot upon 

every occaſion, make apologies for my 

ſex.— I owe you frankneſs. I have pra- 

miſed it and I acquit myſelf. 
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Women 


every opportunity of humbling other 
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incompatible paſſions the deſire: of 


pleaſing, and the fear of infamy. Judge 


you of our embarraſſment! On one 
hand, we are ardent, to have witneſſes 
of the effects of our charms.—For ever 
occupied toward the making ourſelves 
taken notice of, and tranſported with 


women, we would render them ſpecta- 
tors of every homage paid us, and of 


all the preferences we obtain; Would 
you know wherein the pleaſure lies here? 
In mortifying the pride of our rivals 
meerly — Thoſe indiſe 
tray the ſentiments 
light us in proportion to their deſpair; 
la fine, ſuch imprudences convinte us 
Igtter of your paſſion, than that timi- 


ions which be» 


dity and caution which are n of; 
ROD our charms... 


5 |; WY on the other hand, what bitter- 


neſs allays our ſweeteſt pleaſures ! Blend- 
"MF" | 85 5 ed 


ave inſpired, de- 


2 


WMomen are generally actuated hy tw 


| fy 


ts MADAME DE L'ENCLOS 70 
ed with theſe advantages, are the ma- 
lice of our rivals, and perhaps the con- 


racter of ehaſtity, to the fame of beauty. 
But, place the beſt of us in competi- 


tion with a rival, capable of diſputing. 
N 4, with her the prize were ſhe to riſque: 


+ that reputation ſhe was the moment be- 


A fore ſo jealous of—was the lover to- 
ho " ls it to-the laſt degree no con- 


ſideration is of equal weight with the 
wiumphant 2 0 of ſeeing herſelf 
ee 


: You will receive your preferences in 
turn; ſhe will imagine at firſt, that ſhe- 
pays them to gratitude alone; but you. 
will find them earneſts of her affection. 
. to appear ungrateful, we e- 

cee 


tempt of our lovers. Beſides, another 
hard caſe is, that the world knows no- 
difference between thoſe who receive 
your addreſſes, and thoſe who reward 
them. Alone, or in ſober thought, every 
rational woman would prefer the cha- 


N MARQUISDE SEVIGNE: rg: 
eced to fondneſs*. Your indiſcretions: - 
then, never offend us: When we ſeem: 


to reſent, *tis becauſe we ſhould ſave = 


pearances,. and that you would be you 
ſelves the firſt to» cenſure a too reels: 
BOONE: 

But abe care how mike this | 
point. —Not to treſpaſs, upon ſuch-occa- 
ſions, would be a certain way to offend 
us. We recommend prudence and dif- 
cretion to ye. Is not this the part given: 


us to play? Is it neceſſary that we 


| ſhould teach you yours? Oft have I: 
heard it ſaid, that to take the Letter, 


was to miſtake the Spirit of a law. Lou 
will anſwer our intentions, when you 
know how to conſtrue chem. 


There is the fame ſeatimen i in the Orphan. 
« Great ſpirits bear misfortunes hardly; * 
* Good offices claim gratitude : and pride,. 
«© Where power is wanting, will uſurp a little, 
And make us, rather than be thought behind-hand, 
* Pay over price.“ — 


LE T- 


48 MADAME DE LENCLOS TO 


LETTER XXIV. 


HE Countel it <a, is at pre- Bo 
ſent on the defenſive. You think 
| he has now, no other deſign but to 
prove your attachments. Whatever pre- 

ferences you mark towards her, how- 
ever indiſcreetly you teſtify your paſſion, 
ſhe- receives them all without reſent- 
ment : the leaſt apology filences hex 
reproofs, and her piques have ſome- 
thing ſo engaging in them, that you 
even lay traps to provoke them. 


I rejoice. heartily with you. in. the 
pleaſure that ſuch. a ſucceſs muſt afford 
you, —But,, however. theſe proceedings 
may flatter you, if you have any eſteem 
for her you- ſhould endeavour to put an 
end to them. Women who have any 
ſenſe,” or the leaſt attention to their re- 
putations, but little underſtand their 
true intereſts in multiplying thus, by an 

affected. 


. THF MARQUIS DE SEVIGNE. 17 

I, affected incredulity, the occaſions of 
cenſure. Muſt they not know it is not 
cheir moſt frail moments that moſt af- 
fect their characters? The doubts they 
pretend about the paſſion they have in- 


ſpired, do them often more Injury; © even 
than their defeat RT 


| | While they remain Wesens 2 
chouſand imprudences expoſe them. 
They break bulk and vend their reputa- 
tions by retail. While a lover finds them 
ſtill dubious of his attachments, he 
throws aſide all reſerve, whenever he 
meets with any opportunity of ſhewing 
the ſincerity of his profeſſions. The 
moſt indiſcreet earneſtneſs, the moſt di- 
ſtinguiſhed preferences, and the moſt 
unguarded ſolicitude, appear to him the 
ſureſt method of conviction. And can 
he make oſtentation of all theſe cares 
and aſſiduities, without having them 
taken notice of by the world - without 
piquing the pride of other women — 

with- 


| 78 MADAME DE L'ENCLOS TO 
without provoking their moſt n 
| ous reflections? e | | 


As ſoon as prolimigaries are en 
chat is, as ſoon as we begin to believe 
ourſelves really beloved, nothing ap- 
| pears outwardly, nothing tranſpires.— 

And, if our engagements happen to be 
ſuſpe&ed; if our diſguiſe is diſcovered, 
it muſt be from the recollection of what 
had paſſed before our affections were 
determined. I with then, for the fake 
of both parties, that whenever a woman 
pPorceives herſelf indifferent to a lover, 
inſtead of ſuffering him to be amuſed by 
vain hopes, ſhe would immediately give 
him his audience of leave. But at the ſame 
time, I would adviſe that the moment 
ſhe is perſuaded ſhe is truly beloved by 
a man ſhe likes, ſhe will acknowledge 
this conviction. — Saving and reſerving to 
 berſelf however, the dear right of oblig- 
mg him to hope, fear, pray and. be- 
OS as long as. ſhe thinks fit, before 


ſhe - 


THE MARQUIS DE SEVIGNE. 1 
| ſhe confeſſes her reciprocal- affection. 
For one cannot ſeem to doubt, without 
laying the lover under a neceſſity of 
proving his ſincerity z and he cannot de- 
monſtrate it with ſucceſs, without mak- 
ing the public his confidents, by the 
too great earneſtneſs of his n 


This * would have bow 28 no 
means neceſſary in former time, when 
the want of addreſs in men, ſuffered 
women to remain intractable. But no- 
a· days, that the reſolution of the aſſail- 
ants leave us ſo little power of defence 
Ant preſent, when it is affirmed, that 
fince the invention of powder, no citadel 

is impregnable—why ſhould we ex- 
poſe ourſelves to the tediou ſneſs of a 
| ſiege in form, when it is certain, that 
after a great deal of loſs and trouble, we 
muſt capitulate at laſt? 


Then teach your charming Counteſs 
this prudent leſſon. — Shew her the in- 
x conve- 
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conveniences of any further diffidence z 
vou will convince her of your paſſion, 
Lou will force her to believe you, by 
the management ſhe ſhould have of her 
reputation, which will ſupply her with 
one reaſon more for according you a 
credit, which ſhe has perhaps, been for 
ſome time in pain 4 to refuſe you. 


| Farewel. 
An 1 


laſt letter then, has provoked 
you Marquis, and you inſiſt up- 
on it that tis not impoſſible to meet 
with virtuous women, even in theſe our 
days. And well! Did J ever deny it? 
In comparing women to places beſieged, 


did I ſay that there were no towns which 51 


had never been taken? Nay, how could 
I fay fo, when there are many that were 
never inveſted ? You ſee then, how per- 
fectly I agree with you. But to prevent 
any farther miſtakes between us, on this 


- - 1 * 
125 Point, 


TEE | MARQUISDE SEVIGNE. Wy 
point, let me explain myſelf a lirtle. 


Here. follows my 1 of 1 4 rer . 
this article. 


— 


bs > 


1 Ktedfaſtly belichs in women of 6 vir- 
tue, who have never been aſſaulted, or 
where the ſiege has been ill carried on. 

I believe alſo, in women of virtue, tho? 
aſſaulted and well inveſted hen they 
happen to have neither a tum for 8 - 
lantry, nor ſtrong paſſions, nor oppor 
tumity, 1 nor a ee huſband. | 


I have a mind to repeat & to you; on . 
this occaſion, à ſenſible converſation T 1 
had once, upon this ſubject, when I was 

very young, with a certain prude, whom 
an unlucky adventure happened to be- 
tray to public cenſure. I had but little 
experience at that time, and judged al- 

ways of others with that ſeverity one is 
apt to preſerve, till our own perſonal 
weakneſſes have inſpired us with ſome- 
yer more of indulgence toward the 


3 


22 © A: DE LENCLOS 10 
3 failings of our neighbours. I had made 
| + very free with this lady's character, and 
| ſhe had heard it. I met her accidentally 
one day, at the houſe of a friend. She 
took me aſide, and held the following 
1 diſcourſe with me, which made ſuch an 
=. Wen on my memory, that the 
2 "ey words have not been yet effaced. 


= « It is not with deſign el 
Fa you, faid ſhe, with the liberty of 
| , ſpeech you have taken, relative to my 
& misfortune, that I have ſought this 


-% 


« It is to inform you of ſome ſentiments 
C upon this topic, which if you do not 

die very young, you may perhaps, 

< one day, experience the full force 
4 of. | 


% You have cenſured my conduct 


0 freely, and ſeem to regard me with 
t that diſdain, which argues how much 
. you are elated, on account of your 
3 * having 


n 


ce opportunity of entertaining you alone. 


"= 


1 1 * never — given the wick 
< any manner of advantage againſt 


%% you, You imagine that you have 


virtue, and preſume this principle 
« will ever abide with you. Theſe are, 


„ my dear child, but the illuſions of 


your ſelf-ſufficience. I am called up- 
on to inſtruct your inexperience, and 
<< to make you ſuſpect, that fo far from 
being able to depend upon this ſame 
« virtue, which renders you ſo inexor- 
* able to others, you cannot be certain 
„ even whether you have any of it, at 


« all. This aſſertion may perhaps fur- 


prize you, but lend me your whole 

s attention, and you may probably be 

* ſoon convinced of the truth of my 
4. NN 


0 * Men have: not yet bad their ad- 
4 dreſſes to you: your mirrour alone, 
has given you an idea of your charms, 
* Your heart judge from the care- 


<> * of W whole —_— 


24 MADAME N DE L/ENCLOS TOY 
« has not yet entered you into its ſe- 

40 cret councils. The impulſes of na- 
<« ture have not hitherto -- Here ſbe a 
&« miſtaken — explained themſelves to 

« you. While you remain in ſuch an 

4 indolent ſituation, or While your 
« guardians keep you. in view, it I may 

&« ſo expreſs myſelf, I. Will myſelf be re- 

66 able for Neu. N a 


* 


j 


4s % © 4 


2 Buer your eh has ai 
4 courſed you a little when thoſe eyes 
6 that wound already; ſhall have re- 
400 "ceived the addition of ſentimentab life 
« and expreſſion—when thoſe windows | 

4 to the breaſt. ſhall have betrayed love 
10 by intuition— when interior, move- 
ee ments ſhall have rouſed you from ſu- 
« pineneſs in fine, when inclinations 
< almoſt ſmothered by the ſcruples of 
« tri education, may have occaſion- 
« ed you to bluſh ſometimes, in ſecret 
« —then, my dear prude, your own ſen- 

25 Ss and the ct you will 
"FR eee 


* 


Fl 
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& exert to overcome it, may by er 
«« diminiſh your ſeverity toward others, 
% and ſuffer their failings to plead ſome. 


40 3 before your too rigid tribunal. 


« —The judge will mitigate the yer- 
6 © d The experience of your own 


4 ' weakneſs will caution you from deem 
« N your virtue infallible, Nay, 
your ſurprize may be ſtill carried far 
« 4 and the little aid you may 
ce be able to dequce from thence, will 
* naturally raiſe ſome ſuſpicion, that 
te in reality, you never were poured 5 


4 of ſuch a principle at all. 


. Can one be aſſured that a man is 
© brave, who has never been eſſayed ? 
Women are in the ſame $5) "19; 
Experience alone, equally approves 
« chaſtity, and aſcertains valour. Till 
« e have tried an enemy, we are 1g- 


„ norant how far he is redoubtable, and 


e what degree of proweſs it may be re- 
Vor. 1 * quilite 
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4 quiſite to oppoſe to him *. In like 
Wanger, before 4 woman, has che 
« tight to compliment bertel, on . 
1 c count of. virtue or.chaſtity, as elfen 
_ tially within. her, own powers, ſhe 
66 ſhould be certain that no | danger 
us however great, no motive \though 
' «ever ſo. preſſing, nor ee | 
de how | plauſible ſoever, can have force 
16 enough to overcome her reſoJution, 
e It is requiſite. that the molt | fa- 
« yourable. opportu nity, the fondeſt 
155 paſſion, the ſureſt reliance, on ſecre- 
4 cy, the moſt perfect eſteem. and con- 
4 fidence in the lover, in a word, that 
4 all theſe allurements combined toge- 
* ther, ſhall not be ſufficient to. warp 
« her i integrity. 8 | 
is Fighting is n Vi 9 | 
dence : and there is this happy difference between 
the ſexes, with regard-to this point, that men may 
ſometimes: injure their character, but women uni- 


Fi a inſure. theirs, by./ avoiding. the —_ 
he ae exerciſe j is our 25 e 4 


1 - l 7 N 4 — 3 
* _—_ . e ; " 
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EF 


ns dr rien. 


241, al. Wap nn Is. 


* 40 We u khared: de r 
4 virtues is to be accepted, in the pro- 
« per ſignification of the expreſſion; ſhe 
r muſt. be one who has vindicated her 
ei chaſtity from all theſe united dan- 
ei gers: for it would be but a flight 
te merit to have reſiſted love, without 
4 conſtitution — opportunity, without 
<« paſſion— or deſires, without occaſion. 
« Her chaſtity muſt ſtill remain pro- 
4 blematical, before ſhe has been en- 
e countered by all the forces that are 
capable of being brought down 
&« againſt her. For it may well be urg - 
„ ed, that with a different kind of 
* complexion, ſnhe might not have re- 
e ſiſted love: or, that an unlucky oc- 


„ caſion might have given eee I 
90 e A 


* 


2 en o 


91855 At chis rate chen, I replied, there 


« may not be ſuch a perſon in the 
605 world, as a virtuous woman: for, tis 


B 2 very 


28 MADAME DE L'EN 

very probable that we may no. be 
<« able to produce a fingle inſtance, 
where ſuch a train of artillery has 
« ,been played off againſt any one for- 
' &/ trefs.” * Tis more than probable, ſays 
<<. ſhe; but would you know the reaſon ? 
« Becauſe ſack a combined force is 
rarely requiſite to conquer our refiſt- | 
cc ance. Sometimes, one of theſe ene- 
e mics alone, may be LR to do 
« our buſineſs.” 3 


5 fil Jebated—< You ſeem to think 
e then, (aid I, that our virtue is by no 
< means in our own power, fince you 
* make it to depend upon ſo many 
W 4 ee unef ry ge" to our own 

election. 
3 « Certzinly—prichee anſwer me—Is i it 

_ within the power of your own election 
UW to give yourſelf a warm or a cold 
** complexion Can you aſſume reſolu- 
* tion n ſufficient to combat the impetuo- 
15 2 5 M * 


* * han 


! MARQUIS DE SEVIGNE. 20 


4 ſity of paſſion ? Can you arrange all 
* the circumſtances of your life fo hap- 


« pily, as never to find yourſelf alone, 
« with a lover you approve, "who 


* knows his advantages, and how to, 


profit of them? In ſhort, is it iti | 


« your power to prevent his addreſſes, 
6 though i innocent at firſt, from mark- 


« ing on your affections, thoſe im- 
5 preſſions, which it is natural for them 
4 to ſtrike ? Thoſe things are certainly, 


neither within our option, or our 
power. And to affirm the con- 
trary, would be as unphiloſophic, 


fir 8 £ a: 


loadſtone. 


d, yet you pretends that y your 
« virtue is within your own province 
„ How vain to attribute to ones ſelf 4 


66 principle to-day; which we may be | 
*in danger of forfeiting 45 


The chaſtity of women, like every | 
ay other * boaſted or poſſeſſed 
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as to ſay that Tee] bros. "ene the | 
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30 MADAME vi i LENCL.OS To 


"mp by mortals, is a peculiar grace from 


heaven. —— It is a Boon, and chere; 


\ 


1 Conſider an how tiny you 
« vaunt ,yourſelf, from the meer pre- 


4 ſumptions of your ſelf-ſufficience”; 
and acknowledge your injuſtice, in 
o uncharitably cenſuring thoſe who 


4 may have received from nature an 


*. irreſiſtible proneneſs to love, whom a 


ee violent paſſion might have overpow- 


* ered; or Who may have been ſur- 


* prized at ſome of thoſe unlucky 


$6: moments, in which perhaps, you 


«. might not have extricated yourſelf, 
with better ſucceſs, * 


* 


TX 47 4 
« If you'll BLUR 1 mal OF you 


de with a farther proof of the juſtneſs 
& of my reaſoning. Are you not ſe- 


tc ctetly of opinion, that every woman 
« who: would preſerve her integrity, 
ſhould aſſiduouſly parry every kind. 

| « af, 


Tut MARQUIS DE SEVIONE. 50 
ee of advantage that may poſſibly be 
* taken againſt her? That ſhe ought 


< to pay attention even to trifles, the 


LY 


* 


* moſt minute in themſelves, becauſe 


< they may lead perchance, to things 


of more importance? *Tis much a 


te ſafer refuge, to diſcourage the pur- 
„ fuit by a Sat reſerve, than to de- 


* tacks" 


eee mne 4 


prey OR HAAS; of 

gp a yp 10 en "of my . 
* tion be evinced from this one argu- 
* ment alſo, that the experience of 
* mothers indutes them to lay every 
«kind of reſtraint upon their daugh- 
« 'ters, that prudetice can deviſe? They 


proceed further. A cautious matron 
depends neither upon the principles 
« of her ward, nor on the fear of in- 
ad famy,* nor upon the unfavourible: 

opinions ſhe has inſtilled with regard 
Ito the morals of men: ſhe keeps her 
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1 MADAME Dk L INCLOS TO, 
« „ difficulty, The | can, x cone, in the 


59d of. temptation. | ſn 


. What is the. reaſon of all theſe 
« precautions ? Is it not that theſe 
« guardians tremble . for our ſafety; 
« ſhould they ſuffer us to be expoſed | 
for one moment to danger ? And 
« yet, notwithſtanding all this claiſter 
e diſcipline, how frequently does it 
<, happen, Shae r ben the, power: of 
| 2 e oyer derer bulwark! 

4 * «<A young woman well educated, 

to. expres, myſelf juſter, well 
. avcended_ to, conceives a certain 

e pride in her virtue, becauſe ſhe is 

apt to impute it to her peculiar me- 

« rit: but in truth, it is only a ſlave, 

« which, tho' cloſely chained, , would. 

« challenge praiſe for not running 

4. „ AWay. 
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2 Prithee, 


** Prithieey' wok — and S 
1 among what claſſes of life, you ge- 
6 nerally find the forlorn bope. ls it 
not in thoſe, where they are neither 
rich or happy enough to be conſtant- 
ly ſurrounded with all thoſe ourworks 
which may have probably guarded 
“ -yourſelf ? In thoſe, where men have 
attacked them with more dee 
more eaſily, more frequently, and: 
«. conſequently, with all manner of ad- 
<< yantages ? In thoſe, where the im- 
<< preſſions of education, example, 
pride, or the proſpect of ſome happy 
* eſtabliſhment, have not defended 
them? A rank or two lower, you 
« might yourſelf have been born that 
very woman whom you now diſdain; 
end notwithſtanding thoſe adventi- 
« tious ſuccours, which have ſupported 
«the virtue you are now ſo vain of, it is 
poſſible that in a few days, you may 
10 Ae more deſpicable than her, be- 
8 25 4 cauſe 


< 34 | MA) | A : 1 Y: L | X ' 3 r | 7 WY 
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1-6 1 46 eta: tete p e | 
the merit of your virtue; in order to 
- -« Tefſen your attachment to it: but, 
e by giving you ſome idea of your 
don weakneſs, I mean only to dra ' | 
_: - „ from you a little indulgence, toward 7 
|  < thoſe unhippy ones, whom too impe- 
4 tuous a paſſion ,or the fortuitouſneſs of 
«" other eircumſtances, may have preciĩ- 
WY pitated into a ſituation, ſo truly mor- 
< tifying to their own reflections. My 
«ſole intent is, to convince you, that 
„ : you ſhould not exult ſo much upon 
e an advantage, which you are not in- 
% debted to yourſelf for, and which the 
F Accidents of to-morrow, 18 _ 
/ 7000 W _— you Arche 1 N 
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| ' THE-MARQUIS DE SEVIGNE« 35 
It: was not long before :my.. own: expe- 
rience convinced me, that 1 - ought, not 
to have conceived ſo high an opinion of 
many virtues, which had been impoſed 
upon eee DELOTE += [ N 
with my -]] , e eee 
el i eee 1 4, g 21 f 
b T TB: R VII. N 
def n 1. ite a N bf © 06-74 Þ (3.5442; | 
Perfectly agree W Wiang. 
Though the ſentiments I: communi- 
one to you in my laſt letter, may ap- 
Pear true in ſpeculation, ĩt may however 
be dangerous that all women ſhould be 
too much convinced of them: It ĩs not 
through an opinion of our frailty, that 
we are likely to remain chaſte; but 
ſrom an happy perſuaſion” that ae are 
free agents, and at perfect libetty to re- 
ſiſt or yield. Is it by telling a ſoldiet 
he. ſhall be overcome, that you inſpirit 
his courage to the combat? But: vou 


might eaſily have perceived that the 
perſon Who harangued in my letter, | 
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| 1 general frailty of human nature, her 
arguments will appear ſpecious, at leafty 


— but it may be juſtly apprehended, that 
by allowing us to reaſon thus, upon the 
nature of virtue, we admit thoſe rules 


to be doubtful, which we ſhauld impli- 


eitly accept; and. practiſe as ordinances, 
the 8 into which is * 
een. T7. 


hd 1 * 1 


Bebe, to ar a women that theie 
virtue is not ſpecifical, would probably 
deſtroy their ſtrongeſt motive for pre- 
ferving it. Namely, the fond opinion, 
that it is their own province: they are 
defending; Diſcouragement would de 
the natural conſequence of ſuch an are 
gument: fo that it could poſſibly ſerve 
no other purpoſe, than to leſſen the fi- 
lent upbraidings of a frail woman, under 


the gullt of a vicious conduct. But; let 
us procted to matters which ure of co 
ſequence. to yourſelf alone. 


91h Vo Me Ae . CIC 50. tabs 


yaw Pres after 4 ne of 0 


have ecm Ms the - 
— ao! one of thoſe tender mo- 
ments, when ſhe could no lon} ger retalh | 
her ſecret; and ſhe has at — pro- 
nounced without reſerve, chat charity 
ing word, you have ſo long and paſ- 
fionately wiſhed to hear the ſound of. 
She has been carried farther. Some in- 
voluntary teſtimonies have efcaped' her, 
which more ſufficiently aſcertain her 
aſfection toward you. Theſe, inſtead of 
weakening your paffion, have added 
new fewel to the flame. Yow are, in a 
word, the happieſt mortal alive. If you 
knew the thorough ſatisfaction I receive 
from your ' preſent” ſituation, it would 
a 2 give ſome little * to it. 
The 


5 The kant hender the offered. 5g 
eee . Di 


generally obſerved, that women oftener 
loſe themſelyes by imprudencies, than 
by real faults. The confidence you. have 
repoſed in her, by ſo generous a pro · 
ceeding, muſt en lege effect 
up6n her detiwent. de Tg Sb448: 


„„ 
4 — 9 F % 0 . * 


Every thing, thus far, Ins well as 


one could reafonably hope for. But to 


ſpeak freely, the turn this adventure 
ſeems to take, begins to alarm me. We 
ſet out; if you remember, upon a max - 
im, that love was to be treated rather 
| £avalierly : you were not to ſuffer that 
affection to obtain more than a flight 
and temporary ſway over your heart, 
and not a formal and permanent empire. 


a 1 . to obſerve, chat matters | 
1646 degrees, 


FIN 


Counteſs, without gaining ae eng 
on your own part. And indeed, I have 


* 
1 


4 


een rt an "ira 
actually ſeem of late, to conßder this 
paſſion with a certain air of dignity; 


that renders me uneaſy. The acknow . 

ledgment of true merit, real qualities, 

and an amiable character, feem to enter 
into the motives: of your attachment; 


which ydined-to-her more obvious beau 
Pan have rendered you a farlorn bopez. 
in turn. Eſteem is a dangerous ingre»; 
e mixed up with galantry. It does 
not leave one ſufficiently at liberty; and- 
reduces love to an occupation, rather than, 
an amuſement. In fine, I become appre- 
henſive, that your adventure may ſoon. 
take a turn, perhaps rather Brave, ; than. 
e 19% 23. Non aber. 


- ButzpaGhly, abe s af the 5 


| tefs may raiſe up freſh commotions ; 


and new difficulties may re· animate your 
attachment. Tosprofound a peace 
ſuffers it to relax. Security w 'EF 
love, When formal ſyſtems, once. take 
0199337 3 ; poſſeſſion. 


harming: the heart, paion ſublides;/ 
indolence takes place, wearineſs fuc- _ 
_— _ ene ne n _ - 
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AD AME * Senese * not 
agree in my opinion, you ſay, 

with regard to the true cauſes of love. 
She pretends that there are many 
women who know nothing but the fair 
5 fide of this paſſion, and that the ſenſes 
5 come not in for the leaſt ſhare in their 
 _ _ attachment. She adds, that tho“ what 
1 true, it would be a very improper piece 
4 of philoſophy ſor a woman to utter, and 
k aw have # budeffe@t upon morals. 


The de ru rebukes indeed; bur 
what foundation have they? None - 
that I can fee, I am forry to find that 
Madame: de 8 has not read my 

d 0 letters. 


— DE SEVIGNE,. 4 
letters in the pirit they were written. 
Syſtems / ſhe does me too much honour = 
truly. I. never. had ſtudious applica» - 
tion enough for em. Beſides 1 have 
always looked upon them as philoſo - 
phic dreams, and does ſhe receive all 
I have ſaid as the ſport of fancy only 2 
We ſeem to be very far ſrom a tecken - 
ing. 1 imagine nothing. I paint real - 
objects. I would eſtabliſh. a certain 
truth in order to Which, 1 Wo,, 
nat ſurprize the wit, but challenge the 
underſtanding. She might perhaps, be 
ſtruck with ſome of my propoſitions, 
though they appeared to me ſo very - 
ſelf-evident, that I did not ſtay to prove. 
dann * e. is n 


1 Lam fo much _ to; the 
eee they r 
um e you ſay, is ac- 

 quainted 


„ "MADAME DE DENCLOSTb = 
_ " quainted'with a great many female Pla. 
Juoniſtr. Agreed. Let her take her . 
reptions; and leave me the rule. I will 
grant too, if ſhe pleaſes, that there are 
certain privilezed ſouls in this wicked 
world—for I never denied the vir 75— 

. of conflitution. * Theſe women I make 
her a preſent of alſo. {-makeino-critic | 
upon them; Their characters are irre- 

1 ee ry — — 


0 In the Wen ame ahi Se phi- 
a eee and you will perceive” the 
truth of my original maxim. The heart 
mi be gecupicu. If nature prompts Hot; 
dn inelines chem not more particularly 
to galantry, yauꝰ'll· ind · chat ſome other 
object has laid hold of their affections, 
im its ſtead; Some become quite in- 
ſenſible to love, becauſe they buve e 
pended all the ſentiment (they were en- 
Pane upon ſome other paſſion. The 


Er FH | Count. 


I 


ell habe SEVIGNE- & 
Count de Lude I am told; has not been 
always regarded with indifference, i 
Madame de Sevigne—But a moſt pa- 
rental fondneſs for Madame de Grig - 
nan ſwallows up the whole woman in her: 
ph «at preſent, l ren 579 


- 


— 


: . 4 
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She lags Ge. W 1 am extreme⸗ 
ly blameable toward my own ſex: if I 
had the leaſt charity, I ſhould have con- 
cealed the faults or imperfections I have 
been ſo quick · ſighted as to diſcoyeriin 
them or, to expreſs it more juſtly—. 
that wy ſex has . me e. 
N I 1 ts $- ry 4 bel ; 
17 But r Wee Jon you imagine: 
that if all. L have ſaid ſhould be printed, 
women would be angry with me? Tou, 

do not know them. On the contrary; 
they would find their account init greatly 
—for in effect, to ſay that they are led to- 
ward galantry, by a mechanical im pulſe, 

is in a great meaſure to ſet them at. their 

V eale... 


211 ve 


As 


4 MADAME DE LENCLOS 10 

eaſe. Has it not the appearance of re⸗ 
ſtoring the credit of their fatality their 
rute of Hmpathy *,, which they are ſa 
ready to offer as excuſes for their weak - 
neſs; and in which, by the by, I have 
ſs little faith. In conſidering love as 
the reſult of reaſon, you are not aware: 
of the blow you give their pride, by 
rendering them ee meu 


Cn hora 


1 don; Marquis, women af every 
character would have reaſon to be ſatif- 
fied with my letters. The metaphyſi- 

ciĩans, thoſe whom their kind ſtars have 
5 peculiarly organized, might there ob- 
ſerve with triumph, their ſuperiority 
over others: they would OR 
themſelves upon ſuch advantage, and 
impute the merit ſolely to their parti- 
ticular virtue. While women of a les 
N mold, ought. tobe much oblig- 
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agreeable; in adopting maxims that f- 
vour their inclinations, and by afford- - 
ing to ſome, ' occaſions of CITIES 


Te ; % 1 / þ 


THE MARQUIS DE SEVIGNE. ag 


<d to me for revealing a ſecret that lies 


heavy at their hearts, It has been made 


their duty to diffemble their ſentimenta, ; 


and they would maintain this d 
— as | little expence of pleaſure as poſ- 
They would be pleaſed then, to 
— the truth diſcovered, without their 


betraying it themſelves, Whoever there- 


fore, ſhall anatomize their hearts, will 


do them a moſt grateful piece of ſervice. 


Thus ſhould I recommend myſelf to our 
ſex, by a double addreſs, reſpectively 


cher extraordinary 3 


9 - 


— Marquis, you bee a per- 


truth that they would rather be even 


ſpoken ill of, than not to be ſpoken of 


at all. So Wt had I written theſe eſſays 


with 


* 4 
* * 


* 


ke ignorance of women, to imagine 
they would be offended at my philoſo- 
phy upon this ſubject. Tis a certain 


CI 


35 MAD AUE DE e 70. 
with that very uncharitable deſign now 
Churged upon me, you ſee I have 4 
tolerable chance of eſcaping, © at On all 
* aer nenne F ba $24 1 
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Bot, ne Seviane is alſo un- 
eaſy about the conſequences of my f-- 
tem: which apprehenſion, + from the 
1 ö high opinion I have of her underſtand- 
1 ing, I am ſurprized at. By diſarming 

love as an effect of conſtitution, vanity 
or caprice, by diſtinguiſhing the humble 
paſſion itſelf, from the metaphyſical dig- 
nity of it, have J not rendered it infi- | 
nitely leſs dangerous to mankind, than 
it would be, if according to her Mem, 
we ſhould. conſtellate it among the vir- 
5 tues? In fine, you may compare me, if 
= you pleale, to one of the antient legiſ- 
| lators, who is reported to have leſſened - 
the power of women over his citizens, 


ban . lee Ow. een 
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THE, MARQUIS DE SEVIGNE. ag 
Hut 1 ſhall make a ſurther — 5 
for WS, and fince I am taken far, 
Lematical. reaſoner, Ul not. ſeem 
unworthy of 0. Aouriſhing a 
title. Let us for a while then, diſcuſs the 
point of galantry, with that method and 


phloopy, which might become the 


molt (xrious Rr” | 


m_ e Lach & 


I? 4 12 


"bs not 10% a: ens. Do not. 008 - 
ſevere moraliſts affirm, that paſſions and 
| vices are. ſynonymous? 1s vice ever 
mare ſeducing, than when.” it aſſumes 
the charactet of virtue? It ought never 
therefore, to be ſuffered to appear, but 
under ſuch diſadvantages, as might 
al arm the chaſte mind. This however 
was not the deſign of the Platoniſts,when, 
they. ſo prophanely deified it. And in 
all ages, have they not endeavoured to 
authorize the paſſions, by involving 
them among the pagan hierarchy ? Be- 
hold! I ſtep forth à reformer—1 decry 


this Peper een break the 


vain 


a Ge muſt pela Rena "Th 


for e chus their ER 
ourlte! Vorn „ 
1 own tals much Ot ORR 
account myſelf. They were rare times 
truly, when women might acknow- 


ö | ledge their fond impreſſions, without a 
bluſh—nay, even boaſt their paſſion, 


and ſhield their weakneſs Ager the 


ſtrength of the deity. But, why muſt 

poor humanity be ſuperſeded ? Why diſ- 
claim its power, and ſearch in heaven for 
the cauſes of our foibles? Let us abide 
on earth, and imagine for them here— 
We mall find their dominion nr 
below * 
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The ingenious author of the Dialogues of che 


Gods, in his preface, ſpeaking of the refinements 


of love, ſays, I am not certain that morals have 


gained much by the change, — They have ren- 


« Ars this paſſion more alluring by taking away "6 
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4 feat of Fong as 61d nurſes do of 


0 ſelf: 
his ſentiments delicate 5 behayiour mo- 
gelt and reſpeQful. , The fair one, who, 
has been ediicated i in the manner above- 
mentloned,will immediately concludeſhe 
his been” unpoſed upon. Sie will find 
the ſentiments that this fame monfer has 
excited in her breaſt, to be of a very 
different kind from thoſe of horror; 3 and 


as ſoon as hs detects any exaggeration, 


her inſtructors will * to origi, all 
further credit wich ber- te ee > 


bt * 


Arni A Ligts +6: 2436 Mats Heile; 
1 mills ee unter may, 
13 25 21 can 


it well be avoided? 'Th 
cafe not to let hem Fg 


them to ãmagine, that 


— — 


this bey ſhall: be attacked by the 


ſenſes Ls 30'thar thele'are the 955 dan- 


„58710 214 119117 OJ line 'I 3 
„ 5 n 


83 


2 


T. . Ld - 
— } . 


7 themſelves, that their moſt redoubted 
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gerous enemies they will have to en- 
counter. In ſhort, they ſpeak to them 
as if they were perfect angels, The, 7 
conſequence of which is, that not hays. * 
ing been properly warned of the nature 
of the attack, they may not be ſuffi⸗ 
ciently armed to ſuſtain it. How could 
they eyer take it into their heads, of 


adverſary, ſhould be one that they; had 

never once been cautioned againſt? L 
And what ſort of extempore defence hone 
they make vpn. the occaſion en A 7 


* is not then, the lan hoy ſhould 
have been . forewarned of it is thern- 
| ſelves. —— For what avails the lover's 
enk without the fair · one's willing ? 
So that, Marquis, when I acquaint my 
ſex, that their weakneſs lies in nature, 
do not mean to encourage them to 
follow their inclinations; but on the 
contrary, to caution them againſt theit 
greateſt | danger. Lis like informing £ 
. | C 2 tue 
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the governor of a citadel, that he was 
defending himſelf in the wrong place, 
being in more hazard of being betrayed 
within,” than ber redo with- 
out. 


— 


In \ firie, WE #9 x their ;ufl value 
thoſe ſentiments to which women have 
- annexed 'fuch ſublime ideas, and by 
making known the true intention, of 
even the moſt refined lovers, you may 
perceive; that I pique their vanity to be 
leſs ambitious of being beloved, and 


their hearts to receive leſs ſelf· approba- 
tion, in loving. And be aſſured that 
whenever we can oppoſe pride to plea- 

ſure, ſome advantage will generally be 

| ans, on he or of virtue. 

44 hike: 128 lovers myſelf; but ED 
they never could impoſe on me. I well 
knew the whole ſcope of their addreſſes. 
Il was certain, that if my ſenſe or cha- 
ater had any ſhare in the motives 

| 8 165 which 
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THE MARQUIS DE SEVIGNE. 4 ö 
"which determined them to throw them- 
ſelves at my feet, it was meerly becauſe 
thoſe merits flattered their vanity, They 
loved me becauſe I was handſome, and 
they had deſires. For which reaſon 
they never obtained more than the ſecond 
place in my eſteem - the firſt being al- 
ways oceupied by my friends. For 
friendſhip I have ever preſerved that 
deference, that conſtancy and reſpect, 
which ſo noble a ſentiment deſerves 
one ſo worthy of poſſeſſing the gene- 
rous mind. — In a word, I have always 
eonceived a diffidence of thoſe hearts, 
where love appeared to be the principal 
gueſt, This weakneſs degraded them 
in my eyes; and I regarded thoſe perſons. 
as incapable of exalting their ſouls to 
ſentiments of true eſteem, toward a wo» 


man whom they had nere ene 
to enjoy. | 


You ſee then, Marquis, that the con- | 
quences to be drawn from my pre- 
a Gs 7 miſſes, 


* $4. MADAME DE L'ENCLOS, Ker. Fe 
the ean be ſaid to me by perſons of 

1 of any ſenſe, is, that 1 have taken a 
gteat deal of idle pains b proye to eu 
a propoſition, that was obvious a ll 
before. But your inexperience and cu- 
. Hiolity muſt be my apology, for what T 
"ve c or "may" hereafter l | 
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o are certainly. right, Ma M7 
| Ae ft 1 5 talent that the Coun- 
en þ as for muſic, will bring a great 
addition — to your love and happi- _ | 
neſs. I have frequently told women. 
the infinite advantages they might reap, 
from the due improvement and exerciſe 

of their accompliſhments. There are 


3 MADAMEDE E'ENCLOS 10 
very fe o upo h th 
would, not be ſerviceable e to chem. 55 

„ Wodlen generally imagine, that they 
e nothing to fear but the preſence of 
the lover. True indeed, that they may 
have then, two enemies to contend with, 
. 3 $7 their aſſion, and the par 
RES 5057 has retired, e 1518 
ſtill remains; and the progreſs it makes 
in ſolitude, though leſs perceivable, is 
not the leſs dangerous. At ſuch inter- 
vals as theſe, the Ls on a harpfi- 
chord, painting a flower, or reading 
ſome work of genius, may turn aſide 
the thoughts from ideas too alluring, 
and fix the attention upon ſafer objects. 
All theſe occupations then, which, employ 
_ the” mind, are ſo many countermines to 
rempration . k 


A lover- 
* Shakiſpear | has za fine poetical moral, upon 
_ this ſubject, in his Midſummer Night's Dream. © 
Vet mark'd I where the bolt of Cupid fell. —. 
elt was upon a little weſtern flower, 
_ « Before milk-white--now purple with love s wound; 
« And maidens call it Love ix idlengſi.“ 
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A lover has an opportunity of enter 
taining his miſtreſs apart: ſhe has beau- 
ty and good- humour only: what can 
he do with her? how amuſe himſelf, | 
without ſenſe or vanity ? Love is active; 
"tis a voracious flame, and ſtill. demands 


freſh fuel. If it has nothing but ob- 


jets of ſenſe, to exerciſe itſelf upon, 
it muſt lay hold on thoſe, and make 
the beſt of them. In ſhort, if the mind 
be not employed, the /ex/es. will. He 
is reduced to the neceſſity of dumb-ſhew, 
and of explaining his paſſion in the leaſt 
equivocal manner, to a perſon who is 
not capable of underſtanding a more 
delicate language. 0 


It is not meerly by reſiſtleſs attempts, 
or reſenting freedoms, that women can 
expect to preſerve their virtue. When. 
they ſuffer themſelves to be attacked, 
after ſuch a manner, their very defence 
alarms the ſenſes; the emotions of re- 
ſiſtance hazard their defeat; and they 

Cc &: are 


58 MADAME DE V/ENCLOS TO 
ate yielding, even in the conflict. But 
tis by preſenting other and various ob- 
jects,” to the lovers attention, that they 
may beſt evade ſuch enterprizes; the 
/ mortification and danger of which; I am 
' ſorry to ſay, they have ' themſelves 
moſtly to charge with: for tis almoſt 
certain, that men rarely make attempts, 
except where indiſcretions have N 
the ce onnnre e: 


There is no man of any education; or 
prin te of the world, but can eaſily 
judge to what degree of freedom he may 
venture to extend his behaviour. For 
which reaſon, I have never attended to 
women, who have complained to me of 
a lover's rudeneſs. Upon examination, 
75 51 have generally found that ſome impru- 
dent or inconſiderate conduct of theirs, 
firſt gave occaſion to it. Women have 
no mc way wy of t begging the yen 
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win MARQUIS DE'SEVIONE, 59 
catidh mA as I hinted before, ſubject 
az equally with our indiſcretions, to the 
ſame misfortune. For, with a woman 
who! has neither wit or accompliſnment, 
what can a man do, but-enterpnize He 
has no other way to rid his time of her, 
but to romp or teane. He eannot pre- 
tend to intrbduce any other topic of 
converſation; except her beauty, with the 
deep impreſſion it has made upon fis 
ſenſes; and one muſt: uſe the lan- 
effect. Nay, how danqhe ſeem convinced 
of your paſſion, declare her ſympathy, 
or - return your flame, but by the 
ſenſes alone ? by ſnhewing her emotions 
equał to your own? or at beſt, her en- 
Ppiring chaſtity: has:nothing left d Op- 
Poſe; but previſnneſs only si the laſt re- 
ſource of a filly woman and a wretchj- 
Wonne ie ist ret when g or N 
eite. ieee 03 iti nt 22 
What advantage, on the contratys has 
a woman of addreſs and ſpirit? A lively 


Vatte! | repar- 


— a quick Ls, 
reſentment, an apt quotation, or an ap- 
plicable ſlory, are not theſe ſo many di- 


verffous in her favour, and ſo much good 


time —— ſide = vine Pt 
20-03 643 

Women? rhef ma ps —— | 
Iy this; their not having been rendered: | 
capable of occupying their minds with 
objects worthy their attention; which 
renders love a more violent paſſion in 


their breaſts, than it uſually is among 


en. But they poſſeſs at the ſame time 


a lucky ſentiment, which under proper 


direction, is of admirable ſervice to 
them. Their vanity is at leaſt equal to 
their ſenſibility. Oppoſe one to the 


other. While a woman is taken up with 


the ambition of pleaſing, otherwiſe than. 


by her perſon, ſhe for the time, attends. . 
not to the very ſentiment that has exci- 


ted her deſire to charm.— In reality, 


this ſame ſentiment will nevertheleſs, 
continue to be the determining motive, if 


I may: 


1550 — a term ok —— byvix will 
ceaſe co be the, preſent and 1 te 
object of her paſſion Which let me af-- 
ſure you, is a great point gained. In- 
tirely occupied in acquiring that kind of 
eminence ſhe has ſet her heart upon, 
this very aim, though guided by love 
itſelf, will turn againſt it, by dividing, 
the attention of the mind, and the af- 
ing the enemy, by preſenting tWO ob- 
W at: Once. 


ien 


en * 81 


You will tell me perhaps, that accord 
ing to this reaſoning, women of wit 
and talents ſhould be looked upon as 
impregnable; and that men naturally 

hating trouble, ſhould avoid ſuch, pur- 
ſuits., And het, You Il add, char the 
ſtupid, as well as the ſenſible, equally 
addreſs ſuch women. Tis very true. — 
But the true reaſon. alſo is, that block- 
heads know not the difficulty, and that 
men of ſpirit love to ſurmount it. 

| Beſides, 


6 MADANE DET/ENOLOS" 'TO 
Beside «you are 4 Hillitary ban, 
| ue and dught you not to agree 
with my maxim, about talents ? Sup- 
poſe you ſhould obtain the conduct of 
a ſiege, on the approaching campaign, 
would: you be pleaſed ithatthe governor, 
from an opinion that the town was not 
tenable, ſhould ſurrender, before you 
could have any opportunity of ſignalizing 
yourſelf ? I know you would not. You 
- would have him hold out. The more 
care he takes of his on glory; the "_ 

- he raiſes yours. | 
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In love, as _ as war, a „e 
eff conqueſt is meaſured by the difficul- 
ty. Shalk I. ſpeak out ? I am te 
to carry the parallel farther. This is 
the danger of entering into ſuch ſubjects. 

VF he true merit of a woman, conſiſts 

rhaps leſs, in not yielding at all; than 

in making ſuch a defence, as mo intitle 
ber to 17 konouts of 1 Wit 7 nee 
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THE MARQUIS DESEVIGNE. 63 
To proceed. If a woman has had the 
een, to be overcome, what fetters 
can ſhe forge, to bind the ſucteſsful 
lover, if ſhe be deficient in ſenſe or ta- 
lents! 1 acknowledge indeed, that fe- 
male education is not over rich in theſe 
endowments; Fet, if you conſider the 
matter alittle, you'll agree, that there 
is hardly any woman, who with proper 
application of time and common ſenſe, 
might not procure ſome one or more of 
thoſe advantages: the difference Jying 
only, in the more or leſs. 1 | 
But we are ena too indolent for 
ſuch ſpirited efforts. We find beauty 
to be an univerſal merit. This method 
of winning hearts, requires no manner 
of trouble, and we could wiſh there 
were no other. Blind that we are! we 
never conſider that though beauty and 
talents equally gain admirers; the firſt 
endangers the poſſeſſor, while the latter 
ſerves for their defence, ' 


In 


64 MADAME DE L/ENCLO 8 0 
In reality, beauty prepares but mor- 
| fication and regret, againſt the quick 
period. of its decay. Would you know 
the reaſon ? becauſe it has. betrayed us 
into a neglect of more permanent at- 
tractions. During its frail empire, we 
find ourſelves prized,. ſought, and ces 
lebrated. We hold our court. Our. 
ſhort ſight foreſees no end of admira- 
tion.— But, oh! the ſolitude horrible, 
when age or accident ſhall have wreſted 
from us, the poor, the only ſtay of our 
dominion! I could wiſh then, (the al- 
luſion is not. elegant, but it will expreſs 
my ſenſe) that beauty ſerved only as a 
n, to declare the entertainment withe 
Was... 5 | 


Let us n therefore, Marquis, 
that! in love, ſenſe and talents are of the 
higheſt conſequence, - This is a comech, 

in which the as are the ſhorteſt, and 
the interludes the longeſt of any. How 
ſhall we amuſe the intervals of dal- 
liance,. 
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lange, without the reſources of the un- 
derſtanding? Poſſeſſion places all women 
on a leyel, and ſuhjects them equally 
to your inconſtancy. The beautiful have 
in this particular, but little advantage 
over the homely. Senſe and accompliſh- 
ments make the chief difference between. 
them. Theſe alone ſupply that charm- 
ing variety, in love and life, which re- 
lieves from tediouſneſs and diſguſt. 


In fine, nothing but the improvement 
of che underſtanding, can repleniſh that 
irkſome void in the heart, which is con- 
ſequent upon a paſſion gratified. Nor 
is there any thing which can ppſſibly be 
more ſerviceable to us, in whatever ſitua- 
tion we may happen to be cireumſtanced; | 

whether in retarding our defeat, in ren- 
dering it more richly prized, or in af- 
fiſting us to regain our empire. Even 

our lovers reap advantage from them. 
How many accompliſhments ſhould 
they encourage in us, though they turn 
| at. 
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at firſt, againſt themſelves? Thus the 
Counteſs: by cultivating her excellent 
talent for muſic, acts equally agreeable 
both to FOR! path and her own. 

| 1 FR 1200 over my leber ilar 
Marquis, and am afraid you will think 
it too grave and philoſophic. This is 
the conſequence of bad company. 1 
ſupped laſt night with Monſieur de la 
Rochefaucault, and I never part from 
him, without being infected after this 
manner, for a day or two, at leaſt. 
e173 | 


LETTER *I. 


1 Abe with you, Marquis, chat he 

Counteſs puniſhes you too ſeverely, 
* the confeſſion you have ſurprized 
her into. Is it your fault that ſne could 
not preſerve her own ſecret? She has, 
however, advanced too far for a retreat 
now. We will indulge her in a few morti- 
fying 


4 
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fying reflections on the occaſion z but 
to carry it ſo far as to refuſe your viſits | 
for three days, to direct them to tell 
you that ſhe was retiring into the coun- 
try for a month, and to return your 
tender billets with unbroken ſeals, is in 
my ' opinion, a very caprice of virtue. 
But after all, prithee deſpair not. If ſhe 
was really indifferent, truſt me, ſhe if 
yould be leſs leyere. 20, PPE, 


56 not miſtake the matter - upon ſuch 
occaſions, women are leſs out of humour 
with the lover than themſelves. They 
are mortified to find their weakneſs is 

ready to betray them every moment : 
they therefore, puniſh you, and conſe- 
quently themſelves, at the ſame time, 


FAX 


by an affected reſerve. But be aſſured 
b that one day” 8 caprice of this ſort, ad- 
5 vances more the lover's ſucceſs, than a 


whole year of his own aſſiduity. The 

generous fair one ſoon begins to re- 
y proach herſelf, for the diſingenuouſneſs 
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68 MADAME DE LENCLOS TO 
of her behaviour, ſhe quickly perceives. 


the injuſtice of her conduct, ſhe would 
make reparation for it, and ruſhes una- 
wares, into oe 9 extreme. 


IJ am ſurpiized at that part of your 
letter, where you ſay, that ſince the 
"Counteſs has appeared to love you, her 


character has been intirely changed. 
The cauſe of this alteration, I am quite 


unacquainted with. All I know is, that 
ſhe has of late preſented herſelf to the 


world, a perfect Lady Townly ; and ſo 


gay a life has been the more remarkable, 
as her conduct was the very reverſe, 

while her huſband lived. You remember 
when you were firſt acquainted with her, 
that ſhe was lively, even to exceſs ;. 
heedleſs, haughty, coquettiſh 4 and ap- 
peared perfectly incapable of a ſerious. 


attachment. And you tell me now, that 


ſhe is become grave and reſerved : that- 
ſhe ſeems to be abſent, timid and oblig- 
ing: ſentiment. has ſucceeded to. diſſi- 

ation, 
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pation, and natural manners have taken 


the place of affected ones. In fine, ſhe 
appears to enter ſo well into her preſent. 
character, that you conclude it to be 
her real one; and that the former, was 
but a borrowed part. 


All this would certain] y puzzle. my. 
philoſophy, if I could not account for 
the metamorphoſe, as an effect of 
love. I am much miſtaken, if the 
oppoſition. you meet with at preſent, 
be.not an earneſt of the moſt complete 
victory to you; which is the more aſ- 
ſured, becauſe ſhe has taken every mea - 
ſure in her power, to diſpute it with 
you. 


If you ſtill keep your object in view, 
if you ſuffer no time or place to eſcape 
you, ſo as that ſhe may remark the aſ- 
ſiduity of your regards—if you refrain 
from urging, for a while, your paſſion, 
preſerving at the ſame time, an atten- 

tive, 
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tive, reſpectful, but enamoured air, what 
muſt be the conſequence ? She cannot 
withhold from you that regard which 
one is naturally inclined to. pay, in ſuch. 
circumſtances, even to a perſon. one is 
indifferent to. Women beſides, have 
an inexhauſtible fund of kindneſs, for 
thoſe who love them; which you men 
are perfectly well ppl of; and 


tis this that keeps up your {| pirits, when 


we appear to uſe you ill, You know. 
that your preſence, your aſliduities, and 
the dejected air you aſſume, have their. 
effect, and conquer at length our diſ- 


dain. You conclude, that thoſe whom 


our virtue keeps at the greateſt diſtance, 
are certainly thoſe, who alarm it the 
moſt.— And unluckily, your ſentiment 
is but too juſt. 


Our prudence keeps us aloof, where 
we apprehend the engagement may be 
to our diſadvantage: we do ſometimes 
more, even brave the enemy, whoſe at- 

M 0 tack 


1 


THE MARQUIS DE.SEVIGNE. 7. 
tack we dare not wait for. In a word, 
the courage of a woman is always ca- 
pable of a firſt effort ; but rarely rer 
peats it. „The very excels, of its vio- 
lence, is often the cauſe of its ſubliding 
too ſoon. The mind has but a certain 
degree of ſtrength, and when that is 
ae by its own exertion, it na- 
turally ſinks into indolence and the 
apprehenſion of its own weaknels, diſ- 
courages it from any further actiyity. 
A perſon may ſupport the firſt onſet of 
an enemy, with reſolution, whom the 
tay Ma may deter, on the 
ſecond. 


9 0 . * * 
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EY wornan, | perfurded pro 1 Bas 
tried every thing in her power, to de- 
fend herſelf from a paſſion which in- 
thralls her, and ſatisfied with. the con- 
flicts ſhe. has already ſuſtained, begins 
ſoon to conclude, that all further re- 
ſiſtance againſt the force of love, muſt 
be in vain; and if ſhe ſtill holds out, 
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it is not from any relburit, yet remaln- 
ing within herſelf: her kectwity ariſes 
from. the opinion of her chaſtity, with: | 
which ſhe las inſpired tlie . and 
the deſpair Wich her long reſiſtance 
may. have poſſeſſed | him with wy 


* . 


i 


So that every prudent woman | ſhould | 
Bi n with making a good deſence; 
and pride alone is ſufficient to ſpirit 
them up to this. But unhappily, ye 
foreſee the means of ' conqueſt Per- 
+ ſevere, and they are not impregnable.— 
And ye are ſo ſhamefully indelicate, 
that provided ye obtain the prize, ye 
remain indifferent, whether your ſuc- 
ceſs be owing to impomunity, or free 
conſent. | 


In fine, Matgdts: the extreme re- 
caution the Counteſs uſes againſt you, 
proves ſufficiently your power over her, 
Were you an object indifferent to her, 
ca take ſuch pains to fly you? | 


1 8. promiſe 


THE MARQUIS/ DB SEVIGNE: 23 
[ promiſe: you ſhe would not pay; you ſo 
great a compliment. But lovers are 
unaccountable creatures. — Always inge- 
nious to torment Abra de babit 
obje only, is ſo Arad: in Reg that 
they would rather think of it EI 
a than not at all. 9113 4 At in 
n ebene ein - vert, 4a 
bert I have great com paſſion | 
for vou. Smitten as you are, your ſitu- 
ation is moſt dolorous. 1% pon Mar- 
ques how "my uſe 1. 
oO Heist 0 Ade, 4 


- 4 i I — * 


r alk, 


1 AM pleaſed at Gnding, his I et 
out for the country, that you begin | 
to appear ſome what more tranquil in 
your wind. I frankly confeſs, that if 
the Counteſs, had perſevered in her ſe- 
verity, I ſnould have imagined, not that 


ſhe was inſenſible, but that ſome more 
Vol. II. D lucky 


22 


lucky” rival" had intervened. Such! 2 
teſiſtante would have appeared beyond 
the power of reaſon,” ſuppoſing her to 
Have ſuſtained the Hege "MoH : for be 
aſſured, Marquis, chat a woman is/ne- 
ver more untractable, than when the 
_ difdain ſhe manifeſts! to other adtmirers, 
ariſes from the particular attachment 
the wy have” ne a favoured 
ere Nn Si 1973 5E 


— 
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What you tell me hots; con- 
vinces me that you are beloved, and 
that you alone are ſo. I ſhall ſoon be 
able to give you certain and conſtant 
accounts of this matter, for I am re- 
ſolved to examine the Counteſs in per- 
fon, myſelf. This declaration doubt- 
leſs ſurprizes you; but your aſtoniſh- 
ment will ceaſe, when 1 tell you, that 
Madame de la Sabliere's villa, whither 

Lam going to ſpend a week, joins the 

_ eftate of your amiable widow; and 

you inform me that ſne has already ſet 
5 out 


dut for the country. Add our N 
to the extreme deſire I have to be ge- 
a we her, ary you 3 5 


9 — 
oj 7 = - 
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av 


W APY not give me e time to 928 | 
my letter, nor even to ſend it. I muſt 
ſet out, this inftant. —My fellow- tra- 
velter raillies me, and fancies 1 am 
penning a billet-doux,—T let her amuſe. 
herſelf, bur ſhall carry this letter with 
me, to finiſh 1 in the ek. 


— le 


Adieu. | 


» * . 


P. S. Ie kms tbeß, nt Madame de 
Grignan's illneſs is to prevent your pay- 
ing us a viſit in our retirement! 


From the Chateau de 

I write to you from the Counteſs's, 
my dear Marquis.— This is the third 
day I have paſſed here. You may judge 
from this, that I am on good terms with 
D 2 your 
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75 MADAME DE LENCLOS 10 
your beloved fair. : Sbe is really a 
| amiable woman: I am quite charmed 
WP with her. I ſometimes doubt whether 
you deſetve to poſſeſs ſuch a heart a 
| hers, Behold me now, her choſen con 
fidante.—She has told. me all her ſenti- 
ments of you, and. I do not deſpair of 
being able to diſcover the motives of 
4 that inconſiſtency, which you have re- | 
mk in Las es a Reer! 1 TFRar 
to Pari | 0 e 


4 I x - p 4 
\ y * „ 4 939 « 
7 ' ö 


642 


1 dare not "Sq more to you, at pre- 
ſent, —I may be ſurprized while l am 
writing; and I would not have it even 
ſuſpected, that I correſpond with you 
e In haſte, Adieu. 
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1 11 ove Tomething to tell you, Mar- 
quis, worth attending to. I was re. 
ſolved to keep my word with you, and 
whileT was framing my addrefs in order. 
to ex tract the ſecret from the Counteſs, 
a lucky chance ſaved me any farther 
trouble. You know the confidence ſhe 
places i in Monſieur de la Sabliere. She 
was juſt now with him in one of the 
arbours of her garden: I croſſed a par- 
terre to join them, and was near the 
door when J heard your name mention- 
ed. I ſtopt ſhorr, and was not perceiv- 
ed: F overheard every word, and am 
now retired to give you a literal account 
of the Whole converſation, 5 


wad 


* 
* 


27 


ce * not been able i it Tems. ſaid 
* ſhe, to hide from your penetration, 
* my regards for the Marquis de Se- 
66 Vigne ; and you canyot reconcile the 
D 3 ſeriouſ- 


* 


| MADAME DE LENCLOS TO: 

* Ee of a ſettlẽd paſſion, with 
3 the livelineſs of my former character. 
« But you wilt be much more aſtoniſh- 
ed, when I inform you that my exte- 

< rior behaviour marks not my true 
« character; that the gravity which ſur- 
« prizes: you. at preſent, is but a recur- 
fencè to my real ſelf; and i in a word, 
Achat I have only aſſumed the appear- 


ande of a fine lay, throughdefigy. |: 


11 NI 

Perhaps you may imagine, that 
&, women can diſguiſe only their imper- 
_« feftions ;' but they ſometimes carry 
it farther, Sir, of which J am myſelf 
* one example: they can diſguiſe even 
* their virtues! And fince I have en- 
«tered upon it, I am tempted, at the 
„% hazard of tiring your patience, to ac- 
« quaint you with the ſingular proceſs, 
& which conducted me to this point. 


During my huſband's life, I lived 
=? © intirely in the country. You knew, 
5 < thi 


100 


&* the Count, and his love of retirement. 
Uponhis death, I thought it proper to 
e come a little into the world, but was 
« for ſome time embarraſſed about the 
ai fitteſt character for me to appear in. 
L examined myſelf cloſely.—1 here is 
« ng equivacating with one's felt. — 
% 1 found my love of ſocial pleaſures 
ſtrong but governed at the ſame time 
* by a firm reſoly e, to preſerve A pre- 

« neſs of moral throughout. How 
to blend theſe happily rogether, be- 
« came then the queſtion. It appeared 
to me an extremę difficulty, to frame 
any ſyſtem of conduct, that without 
« laying. me open to the cenſure of che 
world, on one hand, ſhould not de- 


« prive me of its moſt flattering plea» 
60 Ra a hn Nee, 25 


4 1 I wich mytelk thus. De- 
« ſtined to aſſociate among men, form» 


<ed to pleaſe them, and partake a mu- 
« an bappinels together, ve muſt ex- 
D 4 66 © pet 


Oo MADAME DE L.EN CLOS TO 
1 Ei ſuffer likewiſe from . their 
* faults; and the one we have chieſſy 
« qoreproach them with, is their un- 
. generous calumny. One would ima- 
*« gine that the whole ſcheme. of our 
education, was to render us compleat 
ho objects of love; and in truth; this is 
| Lethe only paſſion which is permitted 
. „us: yet, by a moſt unaccountable 
* and ſevere contradiction, they leave 
5: us a right to but one ſort of fame, 
4% which is that of reſiſting all the im- 
* pulſes of this very paſhon. I delibe- 
<<: rated' then with myſelf, about the beſt 
"i  meaſuresfar accommodating; my con- 
«6 duc to ſuch oppoſite extremes, at 
the ſame time; and found myſelf ſur- 
«rounded * difficulties on all pin ; 


60 We are ſimple pa. thought I, 

* bn our firſt entrance into life, to con- 
s cęlve tlie higheſt felicity to conſiſt in 
* mütual love: we then ſuppoſe this 
8 Den be ee on eſteem, ſuſ- 

; 3980] | | " tained 


"4 ASE DE SEVIGNE. 5 
bed by "the "acknowledgment of 
«every amiable quality, refined by 
« the moſt perfect delicicy' of fenti- 
n ment, unſullied by the leaſt idea 
=  unſeraphic ; and finally, corroborated | 

« by the reciprocal confidence, and un- 
« reſtrained overflowings of two fond, 
«© chaſte and faithful hearts, now melt- 
* into one. But unfortunately, this 

image, ſo flattering for our ſex, flits 
«from us like an Utopian” dream, 
<< whene'er we try to fold it in our em- 
„ brace. We are ſoon undeceived— 
* Pho: FE generally Wu W 


— 


TY «7 


6 At my firſt bſilrikddia on men, 
* I was child enough to be equally 
A ſcandalized at their inconſtancy and 
« treachery : but upon reflection, one 
* muſt agree, that the firſt of theſe, is 
rather an imperfection, than a fault, 
and renders themſelves more unbap- 
« py, than'guilty. When 'tis confider- 
= what ſtuff their hearts are made, 
A__— one 


„ MADAME DELENCLOS TO) 
one canngt expect chat firſt impreſ- 
44 Gons ſhall preclude all future” forms. 
But, are we to grant the ſame indul- 
Agence to their other vice? Moſt men 
attack us in cool blood, to make us 
ſerye for their amuſement, or to ſa- 
4 rifice us to their vanity i to fill up 
«. the vacation of an- idle life, or to at- 
0 chieve a ſort of character, at the un- 
6c generous expence of ours. The great- 
% er number are of this kind; and 
„ how. ſhall one be able to diſtinguiſſi 
them from genuine lovers? Outward: 
« appearances are both the fame} and 
* he who feigns a paſſion, has odds 
agus him who gen | 


1 We are beſides, filly dupes enough: 
to conſider love as our principal con- 
„ cern, while you men treat it as an 
« amuſement only. We rarely yield 
our perſons without our hearts, while 
„ you are, indclicate enough to make 
1  defire ſupply the place of paſſion: mY 

cc 
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1 believe conſtancy t to be a duty; you” 
ee change upon the firſt diſguſt. 2 

e ſcarce preſerve. Je ting a 
e miſtreſs, the poſſeflion of whom, | 
r months before, conſtituted your chief 
« happineſs and pride; while the for 
s ſaken fair one may not ill compound, 
«+ if the Faithleſs lover does not give 
« her (till further reaſons to e ber 
6 confidence 1 in him. 


* Theſe reflections en 174 
up my mind to the moſt ſerious phi- 

* loſophy,. and I thus went on debat- 

* ing. If love draws ſuch a train of 
evils after it, a woman who has any 
& manner of eſteem. for her reputation 
or repoſe, ſhould cancel this paſſion 
quite out of her ſcheme of life: But 
how to compound the matter with 
e our hearts! Our hearts are formed 
4% for loye, and love is itſelf, involun- 
« tary! How then annihilate a paſſion 
6 inter woven with our nature? our ſole: 
+, # reſource 


eſouree rau eee Let 
wy ue haſt be the beſt nil 6 o 
2 8005 ſing 16 e aer 


ele What Kid e ol tur 
"2 gerous ? ? Certainly that which oecu- 
4 pies the ſoul intire, whieh ſwallows 
6 up all other paſſions, renders. us inca- 
« pable of any other ſentiment; and 


| « 'difpoſes. us to facrifice every * 
| 6 « to the object beloved, 


1 87 


2 Which are the characters POTTED 
60 © tible of ſach affections? Without 
* doubt the moſt ſolid ones thoſe of 
ik the leaſt outward, ſhew; thoſe which 
« .unite, together the beſt ſenſe with the 
« nobleſt mind, and moſt evnied ſen- 
* timent. ry 


4 40 © What kind of men are we "ey 
: «* formidable; to 2a woman of this cam-. 


> 
118 


« plexion? ? Thoſe who poſſeſs no other, 
« - qualities but what are fuffi»: 
TIE 3 6 cient 
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0 ciefit to place focial merit in ick proper 
„ Jight®: Terbond e this ſtamp: pare al- 
« ways dat er 
« of thought, and teſſection. is true 
ei that they are very rare no wa- days, 
ce and that there never was, perhaps, an 
cage more ſecure than the preſent, for 
6 defending” us from the dominion of 
&« extraordinary paſſions. But ſome 
5: chance however, may unluckilythrow 
6 We an FORE? in one's why.” | 


* 


+446 Mort phitoſophers' agies! that we 
« every one of us are born with a cer- 
«: tain. portion. of ſenſibility, deſtined 
eto be exercifed upon ſome particular 
object or other. Women of ſenſe 
are not to nee thoſe 


, + The ſenſe of this paſſage aca. not docu 
at firſt reading; but the meaning appears to be, 
that the moſt brüllfant qualities are not often the 
moſt amiable; and that thoſe, which. without 
alarming; infenſibly win 2 0 the panel have 
NINE on ſaureſt effect. ret! Ine 

1031. 0 &« trivial 


| DAMI DE L2ENCLOS, 70 
00 e accompliſhments, which, cap». | 
0 tixate the generality of their ſex. But 
hen an Object worthy of t their at- 
„ tention, preſents itſelf, they quickly 

, comprehend its intire merit. Their 
6 attachments are meaſured by the ex · 
© tent of their underſtanding. They 
are incapable of middling affections. 

„% We ſhould therefore keep clear of 
t ſuch female characters as theſe, and 
* likewiſe. avoid the acquaintance and 
* converſe of ſuch men, as I have Juſt- 
* deſcribed, if we would conſult the 
« eaſe of Our hearts, and . of our 
2 . 


; 6 Tune abies? to ** a ſyſtem: of: 

« conduct which may procure us this 
* two-fold advantage, at the ſame 
* time, to preſerve us from too deep 

impreſſions, and keep thoſe perſons 
<& at a diſtance, who are capable of in- 
« ſpiring them? Let us aſſume ſuch 
© an outward behaviour, as may at 


. aſs 


00 


& leaſt, diſcourage men ee | 
* any. of their maſt eftimable qualities: 
before us. Let us ſubject them to 
* the mortify ing neceſſity of attempt- 
© ing to win us by trivial addreſs and 
e drawing-room accompliſhments the 
« ridiculous affectation of which may 
« ſerve to ſupply us with-ſhields againſt 
their affaults.. What kind of in- 
4 trenchment may we throw ourſelves 


* into, in order to ſtand covered by fo / 


e many bulwarks? Even the allow 
es of a a fins lady... N 


* Vou muſt be doubtleſs ſurprized, 
« at the ſingular reſult of ſuch philo- 
« ſophie reaſonings z but you will be 
«© much more ſo, when you-ſhall hear 
«' me argue in form, to prove the juſt- 
“ neſs of this reſolve. Lend your ears 
a little longer patience.— I know the 
« excellence of your judgment, nor do 
5 1 myſelf quite deficient in un- 

L derſtanding, 


* 


. bali 92 c 0s 10 

* derſtatidin g, hotwithſtanding the fet- 
3 Ihave for Baue de 

© ſuſtained; and by che time 1 hall 

have finiſſied my harangue, I fatter 

% myſelf that we vow ron if be of 46. 


66 eb _ His topic. * 1 25 

rt £3: di nig, Ils was nibble * 

Do you inhagine that an outwatU 
cc e of manners can defend tlie 
heart from its foibles '? Wretehed 
< reſource !' When a woman once be- 
comes a victim to her weakneſs, ſhe 
c muſt be only the more humbled, in 
* proportion to the character ſhe had 
before attempted to impoſe upon the 
« world. The higher pride ſhe had 
placed in her virtue, the greater 
6: advantage ſhe Hob to malicious 
den cenfure. " w l won 


2 


10 * What idea" beßdes as the word 
generally form of a virtuous woman? 
we ee not men diſingenuous t 

| 0 
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EE Man Guns DE vated: 8 
44 to imagine, that, the chaſteſt wo- 
« man is ſhe who. can beſt ©or 


« her weaknels; or by a forced retreat 


puts it out of has: power to fall a 


« ſacrifice to it? They & carry ſtill their 


„ant of charity farther, ſo much 
« afraid are they of admitting the leaft 

e kind of perfection. in us, even to ſup- 
« poſe, that we continue in a ſtate of 

« conftanr warfare with ourſelves, while 
e we maintain any manner of ſtruggle 
« with them. , There never was a mo- 
6 deſt woman, ſays a certain friend of 
" ourd . Who was not 22 5 ber her, 

ny And alter a; what POT is 
« the reward of thoſe ſelf-denials they 
« ſuppoſe we condemn ourſelves to? 


© Do they raiſe-altars to ſuch heroic 


iure 
R f: Kn L142 & & 
4 oche aucault, | | * ˖ 
r 9 
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efforts? Not a ſingle ſod] The belt 


+ > 


44 character, according to them, is chat | 


AME DE-L;ENCLOS 0 
. Dc pe rough lite unnoticed . 
*. hat af 182 perk, KO een their. 
part, ang & Pre ofound oblivion, is the 
405 elt xi ice t be world. ſets pon aut. 
6 vi irtue, uſt we not have an in- 
14 .exhauſtible ſtock,, to. preſerve i it upon 
00 ſuch onions; Might. not ſuch 
* hard meaſi ur tempt. one. to, decline 
7 « 'the conflict ? But there are. ſome 


4 f n which e 
4 our" attention. 


* 2% 
IR 17 7 4 
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5 DiſBonqur 2255 ak. upon 
beels of frailty. Age is wretched, 
< enough in iſelf.— What a ſtate then, 
* muſt it be, when pafſed f in infamy 
t and. remorſe! What price too high 
5 for an nt At full ought 
Pope ſays. 2 5 
«Moſt women have no charadters at FOR 


% Matter too ſoft, a laſting mark to bear; ry 1 
« And beſt diſtioguiſh'd by black, brown. or fair.” 


' Young alfo, 65 
oy ee ae tolive and dis unknown. 
2 | I con- 
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„ concluded that there was no other 
« ſecurity from theſe. ils, bot by con- 
« demning ane's ſelf to ,a retired and 
« auſtere life, and Idid not perceive my 
oy philoſophy {ſturdy enough to encoun- 
© ter it. Bur upon farther conſideration, 
1 1 determined within myſelf, that the 
6 maſque of a five lach would be che 
<« beſt dreſs, for a woman to appear in, 
« who would reconcile pleaſure and 
« virtue together. By your ſmiling, 
n that; you look upon my 

« propoſition as a paradox hut be- 
« lieve me there is more conliftency in 
« at than one might ar firſt imagine. 


« 182 fine lach required to have any 

8 attachment? Does any one expect 
| © tenderneſs. or ſenſibility from her? 
« *Tis ſufficient if ſhe be but agreeable, 

and. accompliſhed in mere outward _ 
« demeanour. If ſhe carries herſelf 

<« with gayety and ſpirit, through the 

» N ſhe bas taken upon her to 


 perlonate, | 
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4 perſonate, who troubles themſelves 


« frolic and particular whims, are the 
% only things expected from her. She 
% may be as virtuous as ſhe pleaſes, 
«© without interruption. Suppoſe a man 
1 ſhould take it into his head to attack 
« her; a ſlight refiſtance would quick- 
Aly make him raiſe che fege: he would 
« conclude the place to be already won, 
« and wait patiently his turn, His 
gh perſeverance might rather hurt him 3 
4 jt would betray an ignorance of the 
«.'eference due to meaſures taken be- 


fore his ſummons; ſo that after an 
4 extraordinary manner, ſhe may owe 
« hier ſafety, merely to the uy opinion 


20 that is eonceived of her. ah 


l 
— eee. 1 Tv 
. 1 * 5 * F + 


J perceive by your countenance 
What you are going to ay. — That the 
chatacter of a fine lady might injure 
* "my Teputation, and leave me fubject 

* tg 


— whether ſhe las a heart or no? Per- 
ſon, air, caprice, faſhionable chat, 


— 
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e yery inconveniences I would 
«a Is not this, your objection? 
„But, don't you know, Sir, that the 
4 moſt ſtriẽt conduct may not be ſut- 
te ficleht to ſcreen us from malice or 
64. llander? Men are generally the ar- 
« biters of our fame; and the good 
« 48 well as bad opinions they frame of 
« us, are often equally falſe. Prejudice 
org acęident determine their judg - 
% ments; and our credit depends fre- 
0 quently, leſs: upon real merit, than 
« on the luckineſs of circumſtances. 
The hope of obtaining an honourable 
e rank then, in their heraldry, . ſhould 
* be the leaſt part of our incitement 
< to a virtuous life: our firſt induce- 
<« ment ought to be, the ſtanding welt 
« with our own minds, and to be able 
to ſay to one's ſelf, Whatever may be 
the opinion of the world, I have, thank 
« beaven, nothing to Teproach | my own" 
« N with, But alter * virtue is 


» 


k be 


cc 


CC 


/ 
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«* the one thing needful, and the motives 
4 " Oe F me. 8 Nig 
1 4 Hein 0 cd Serben 
ec N that T could not conduct my- 
* ſelf more prudently, on Terting out | 
in the world, than by putting on the 
vizard which 1 had deemed ' fitteſt, 
& both for. my ſafety and repoſe. I 
c attached myſelf more eloſely, to the 
«friend who had uſſiſted me with her 
& counſels. This was the Marchioneſs 
40 de - -, my relation. Our 
« conformity of ſenciments- and man- 
* ners, was perfect ʒ we frequented the 
fame company: charity for our 
«neighbour was not in truth, our fa- 
6 vourite virtue. We entered the * 
6 as the ſole maſkers at a ball; we 
4 trifled away our time there, and led 
*. others into the rendering themſelves 
„ diculous; and after we had ſuffi- 
6; "NO" amuleg ourſelves with; this 
6 farce, 
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* e ahr ee e 
« here; it was renewed again, when 
< ye tetited together, to our dear 14 
„ tete. How "filty "the women ap- 
« peared, and ent empty creatures 
« the men! What” fopperies, what 

« irmpertinehties i Ay petchance, among 
* the crowd, we bappe ned to deten a 

« perſon capable "of making himſelf 
«'feared—=that is, eee e diſ- 
« concerted him by our airs, by the 
flight notice we affected to take of 
* him, and by the preterence we ſeemed 

4 to give to thofe whot merited it the 
« leaft, In fine, in order to Preſerve 
„ our Haf ppy infenfibility, we made 
conſtant choice of the moſt inſigni- 


MW: wry mee: | we could pick up. 


« This dontidct preſerved us for a 
« 'Jong time, from the dingefous ſhoals 
40 of love, -atid relieved us alſo, from . 
« that irkſbme tediouſneſi of” nie, 
« which a more formal and puritani- 


« cal 


* 
0 


ce 
UW 


(. 
Ti 


c 


0 gave tix! che le alarm, were obliged 


cc 


c 
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cal virtu 14 — have ſubjected us 
to: Tri 85 85 heedleſs, ute rge 
a ae vet iſh, it vou will, be- 
but, ſerious, rational 


fore th th e * 


bod and virtuous 10 gur gwn eyes, we 


compounded, with gurſelyes for our 
_ outward. charadter, . „The, generality 
of men we met w with, were not much 


X to be appre ded, "and. thoſe who 


Q <4 


to play the ſool, to he e or 
accepted of i in 5 ſociety. o 


* However, W chere Foy at 1 


At happened an adyenture, which has 


ic brought me to. ſuſpect the ſufficiency 


ce 


ct 


of my ſcheme of conduct; for 1 
find that i it has not been able intirely 
to guard me from the danger I ſought 
to ſhun. My own, experience has 
convinced me, chat love is an in- 
vader, who by ſurrounding us on all 


| des, is ſure to find ſome unguarded 


| poſt to make his entrance at: J 
| 6 * know + 


* 
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* know hot by what deſtiny the Mar- 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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ee 
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cc 
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cc 
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de 
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quis de Sevigne has rendered all my. 
« projects fruitleſs: , In ſpite of all my 
outguards, he has ſurprized the ave- 


nues of my heart. Whatever re- 
ſources 1 have ſummoned to my aid, 


he has had the fortune to win over 


to his party, and my reaſon, inſtead 


of aſſiſting me in the conflict, has 


f bur er me to (ih e 


e134:1} 


66, 1 hall . at © his 
conqueſt, if he ſhould not give me 
other cauſe to lament it He has 


won upon my weakneſs fo far, that 
I have not been able to conceal my 
ſentiments. from him ; and the only 
concern I have at preſent, is leſt 


he ſhould imagine that I have 


not "hitherto, perſonated an inſig- 
nificant character, but performed a 
real one. And though my throw- 


ing off this diſguiſe, may perhaps 


render me leſs amiable in his eyes,. 


Vol. II. E. for 


/ 


1 
— 
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for I do affirm,” that ſuperficial qua- 
. <4; lities generally captivate men more 
| C than ſolid ones, I would however, 
| <. reveal myſelf to him in my genuine 
character: For, I ſhould bluſh: ro 
owe his affections to. mock appear- 
< ances, belying both my heart, ming 
9 and enn fie l * 


<c e 1 8 Monſitur 

« de la Sabliere, ſtill leſs ſurprized at 

the novelties of your project, than at 

the addreſs with which you have been 

« able to render ſo ſingular a notion 

| «. plauſible. I really think that it is 

« impoſlible to ramble with more me- 

< thod. | But: you have not met with 

the general fate of prajectors, who 

take round- about ways to avoid the 

«© beaten track, yet fall into the ſame 

„ inconveniences often, with the com- 

* mon high-road traveller. Now to 
make uſe of the privilege you have 
TR me, of ſpeaking my opinion 
««' freely, 


TIE MARQUIS DE SEVIGNE. -99 
« freely, believe me Madam, that the 


„ beſt means of inſuring your repoſe, 
6 is ever to act up, without diſguiſe, 
to the character of a rational \cted- 
ture. One is always ſure to be a 
% gainer, upon any manner of com- 
ce enen e e Dido wand 
When I peregiing: "lic deere 
begin to take this ſerious turn, I appre- 
hended that it might be drawing toward 
a concluſion; and therefore haſtily re- 
tired without being detected, and have 
given myſelf the pleaſure of ſatisfying 
your nen e to mr 


Did you ever ſee ſo long a letter d 
We thall return to Paris, in two days.“ 


Adieu. 
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| ELL Marquis, we are tid 
again, at laſt ; but the advices 
we bring you, will be very far from 
welcome. You never in your life had. 
a fairer occaſion of accuſing women of 
caprice. My laſt letter was to aſſure 
you that we loved you mightily ; and 
the preſent ĩs to inform you of the con- 
trary. We have taken ſtrange reſolu- 
tions againſt you. Tremble— for it is 
a point determined. 


wad 


tt | 

The e in ſhort, is refalved to 
love you for the future, intirely at her 
eaſe, and without the leaſt expence to 
her reputation or repoſe. She has fore- 
ſeen the conſequences of ſuch a flame as 
yours, and cannot reflect upon them 
without terror. She has therefore, taken 
the pious reſolution of arreſting its fur- 
ther progreſs. Let not the proofs ſhe 
| has 


— 
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has indiſcreetly given you of her re- 
gards, flatter you with the leaſt man- 
ner of hope. You men imagine that 

after a woman has once confeſſed her 
paſſion, ſhe has loſt the power to break 
her chain. You deceive yourſelf in this. 
The Counteſs is more miftreſs of her- 

ſelf in this particular, than perhaps you 
may imagine; and I own ingenuouſly, 
that to my friendly counſels ſhe is in- 
1 _ ſome 441142084 n firmneſs. [ 


Ge 


You muſt reckon no ne pen 
my letters, and in truth you will not 
have much farther occaſion for them, 
toward helping you to a thorough know-- 
ledge of women. I begin to repent me, 
that I have ſupplied you with too many 
arms already, againſt them; without 
which, do you imagine you would ever 
have won the Counteſs? I confeſs that 
I have hitherto, judged too ſeverely of 
my ſex, and here offer up my palinade . 

SA claſſical term for a recantation. — 
E 3 | I am 
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Lam truly ſenſible of my libel at pre- 
ſent. There are, I believe, among wo- 
1 men, more real and eſſential virtue, 
than I had heretofore imagined. What 
depth of -underſtanding! What a con- 
ſteltation of eſtimable qualities, is our 
charming friend poſſeſſed of]! No Mar- 
quis, I could not withhold from her my 
- tendereft affections; and without the 
ſmalleſt regard to your intereſts, I have 
moſt cordially entered into the ſtrongeſt 
alliance with her, offenſive and W 


_ _—_— _ 


Fou ben es. but 
| has not the confidence ſhe has repoſed 
in me, a right to claim the ſtricteſt 
fealty ? I will not even conceal my 
treachery from 'you.—I have betrayed 
you ſo far, as really to apprize her of 

* Thoſe very advantages, you might poſ- 
fibly profit yourſelf of, from the ſecrets _ 
J have let yoo into, of the female 
breaſt, | 


W I perceive, 


R 
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<< [ perceive, ſaid ſhe, how formidable 
a lover is likely to be, who joined to 
ee A perfect knowledge of the heart, 
« poſſeſſes at the "rg time, the engag- 
<<. ing talent of explaining and expreſ- 
© ſing his paſſion, with addreſs and ſen- 
« timent. . What effect may he not 
« have, upon a woman who reflects 
« and diſcerns? I know it; 'tis by 
“the aſſiſtance of her very underſtand- 
ing that he wins her. He has the 
<«. art to employ her own wit againſt 
« herſelf, to juſtify to her reaſon the 
* errors he is betraying her into. 


« A miftreſs beſides, thinks herſelf 
te bound to ſacrifices in proportion to 
« the merit of her lover. With an 
« ordinary one a weakneſs is a 'weak- 
“% neſs, and we bluſh for it; but with 
« an extraordinary one, tis a tribute 
due to his deſert; and is alſo a proof 
« of our own diſcernment.— It compli- 


ments our taſte, and we are proud to 


47 „ own 


* 
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* own it. Thus by adding to our va- 
<< nity, what is lopped off from virtue, 
« we become quite inſenſible to the 
apſes of our own weakneſs.” Theſe 
are at preſent, the cautious ſentiments 
of the Counteſs, and; I perceive not the 
leaſt 'gleam of hope for you, e 
thro? them. fl 


1 fnoviedge that it might have 
been better to have made theſe reflec- 
tions between ourſelves, without letting 
you at all, into the ſecret; and this was 
truly our firſt reſolve. But could I act 
ſo diſingenuous a part, to operate un- 
derhand againſt you? Would not this 
have been the height of perfidy? Be- 
| ſides, by ſo clandeſtine a proceeding, we 
-might have betrayed: ſome fear about 


the danger, and you ſee: me have bra- 
very enough to adviſe you of our very 
plan of defence. Come on then, Mar- 
quis; our expectation of the attack 


riſes even to . vou 
os learn 
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learn Why? Becauſe we can now 18 
your march, without a pulſe- beat. 
not flatter yourſelf it is any wa 
tender miſtreſs you have to cope with. 
This would be too weak an adverſary.— 
Such a courage is not much to be de- 
pended on. No —'tis me— a champion 
in cool blood, who thinks herſelf 
engaged in honour to ſupport the 
weaker efforts of her friend and ally. 
Ves ] can pry into the ſecret foldings 
of your heart, ſpy out its ſiniſter aims, 
parry them, and render fruitleſs every 
artifice of your machinations, Accuſe 
me of treachery, if you will; but come 
to us this evening, and I will convince 
you of the. perfect equity and impar- 
tiality of my conduct, throughout e 
Whole affair. 


While your inexperience Pt to 
be informed, encouraged and uſtaihed, 
my zeal for your ſervice induced me to 
ſacrifice every thing to your intereſts, 


E56 Tne 
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= The Counteſs had, as that time, every 
advantage on her ſide. The complexian 
of affairs is quite altered. All her 
pride, at preſent, is hardly ſufficient to 
defend her. Formerly the had her own 
indifference, and what was ſtill ſafer, 


your bad addreſs, in her favour. You 


are now, a perfect maſter of galantry; 

while ſne is ſcarcely miſtreſs of 

herſelf. In ſuch circumſtances, to have 

F -continued the war for you againſt her, 
ö betray the confidence ſhe had placed in 
me, refuſe her the ſuccour ſne had a 

right to call for, if you have the leaſt 
ingenuouſneſs in you, would by your 

own cobͤfeſſion, have been a crying ſin. 

] would then, for the future, repair the 

” .miſchief I may have done in revealing 

| our ſecrets, and initiating you into our 

| 1 e 


1 . not how it 18 but I realy 

feel ſuch a pleaſure in traverſing your 
amour in this place, that one would 
| imagine 
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imagine I had undertaken it from bm 

ſell· intereſted view, of my ownr but 
you know how far only, my pretenſions 
upon you extend. My ſentiments to- 
ward you ſhall ever continue the fame; 
and on your parr, I dare fay that you 
are too candid, to ſuffer this activity for 
my friend, to diminiſh the leaſt of your 
eſteem for me. Adieu.—Fly to the 
Counteſs now, you have free leave. 


"LETTER XXXII: 


HAT Marquis, a couple of wo- 

men then, have frightened you! 

You deſpair at once, of ſucceſs, becauſe 
ſuch redoubted Amazons have taken 
arms againſt you? See, ſee him flying 
from the field ! Who would have taken 
him for ſo poor a ſoldier} | 


However, I muſt confeſs, that the 
firmneſs of the Counteſs, did even aſto- 
niſn me.— was really ſurprized at the 


reſolution 


. — 
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reſolution with which ſhe withſtood for 
a whole evening, your yows, your pro- 
teſtations, and moſt earneſt inſtances. 
For my part, Ion, that I neyer be- 
held your addreſs and manners ſo engag- 
ing; and ſhe herſelf ene 
me ſince, that ſhe never found you ſo 
formidable before. But, I may venture 
to anſwer for her now, ſince her cou- 
rage flinched not, on ſo perilous an oc- 
caſion. My refletions carry me farther. 
The eafe with which ſhe ſupported her 
irony throughout, has almoſt brought 
me to ſuſpect, that her heart has been but 
Nightly. grazed: had ſhe been 'really 
wounded, ſhe could not probably, have 
preſerved ſo very cavalier an air. 


In ſhort, I have amakd m yſelf this 
morning, with a whimſical thanks 
that it would be ridiculous enough, if 


while we are diverting: ourſelves: with 


your pains, you ſhould diſcover, that 
your tender Adelaide had conceived but 
a middling 


1 
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A middling degree of liking for you 
Wbat a ſtroke to your vanity! N 
reſentment at the difappointment!— 
Though, there are yielding fair enough 
to repair the loſs. —How! often will your 
pique cry out, © What is the heart of 
«. woman! Define the JIfng res. 
&« tion who can.“ A 


But after all, int me aſſure. you that | 
I have ſome compaſſion for you, and. if 

I ſhould, find this matter having too- 
deep an effect upon your mind, 1 can- 
not ſay what I may do to mitigate your - 


misfortune. But I know your philoſo- 


Phy. The firſt tranſports of reſentment 
over, you will ſoon perceive that the 
beſt card you have to play in this deſ- 
perate game, is to reſtrain your paſſion 
within the common bounds of friend- 
ſnip; which is a condition that we now 


moſt generouſly tender you. What a 


happy compoſition is here, when your 
diſmiſſal might have been abſolute } 


However, 
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However, do not plume yourſelf op 
G m—_— upon this advantage; — £zY 


might not have received ſuch en 8 


if we had any farther danger to I ' 
hend from you. 214 Vin 


Adieu eu Conte" eb 
is ſitting by my fide, fays many kind 
things of you. She was particularly 
pleaſed with the complaiſance of your 
late behaviour toward us. No longer to 
preſs an argument when two ladies ap- 
peared againſt you, was the very pink 
of courtely, and politeneſs, truly. Such 
extreme delicacy muſt ſurely in the end, 
difarm their oppoſition, and at length, 
excite their compaſſion. Hope he 
we have not yet prohibited you. 


Poſtſcript, from the Counteſs. 


Though it ſhould encourage the moſt 
flattering hopes in you, Marquis, I can- 
not reſiſt the temptation of adding 4 
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few lines, at the bottom of my friend's 
letter. I have not read ity but fuſpect 
that I may be the ſubject of her epiſtle. 
I have'a mind to give it you under my 
hand, that we ſhall paſs thjs day alone 
together. I would acquaint you alſo, 
that though I have but a ſlight regard 
for you, at preſent, I ſhall every days 
endeavour to render it leſs. Howeve 
if you have courage enough left, to 
break in upon our tete A tete party, 
I give you fair warning, that your dan- 
ger will be great; for they flatter me 
that I am infinitely handſomer to-day 
than you ever yet ſaw me; and I can 
aſſure you that I never in my life found 
fo ſtrong a diſpoſition i in myſelf, to uſe 
you abominably, as at this 1 Writ 


ing. ION 


In the mean time, Adieu. 


LE T. 


on 


; | Tuts“ buünelt ae now, to be 


1 rather ſeriqus, Marquis. — I inſiſt 
upon an explication. Do you ſpeak in- 
genuouſly in your letter, by hinting 
that you imagine 1 have been actuated 
in this affair, through jealouſy only ; and 
that I have endeavoured to interrupt 
your commerce with the Counteſs, mere- 
ly to take ſome private advantage of 


the rupture ?—You have either a very 
bad heart, or a moſt excellent head. 


The firſt, if you can poſſibly think me 
capable of ſuch a double- dealing; and 
the latter, if you have but urged this 


charge, to create ſuſpicion in * 
friend. 


Ws alternative is equally injurious to 
The Counteſs has taken the mat- 

Fs * Wat, and this embarraſſes me to 
the laſt: degree. You are really too 
Al Þ | many 


— 
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mapy. for us — You know the aſcenden- 
cy you have over her heart, and could 
not poſſibly have [exerted it in a ſurer 
manner, than by putting on the appear- 
ance of indifference; -;Not to deign an 
anſwer, to my laſt letter, to fail the af- 
ſignation we made you under our hands, 
to remain three days without ſeeing us; 
and then to write us ſuch a ſtiff, cold 
letter! I muſt acknowledge Marquis, 
that all this is of a conſummate politi- 
cian, tis what is charactered under 
the common "un ob: un n a 
maitre . ' 1:39 


T0 


And veel ne 3 5 p 
ſucceſs has attended your hopes. The 


poor Counteſs! though ſhe withſtood 
your warmth, could not hold out againſt. 


your coldneſs. The apprehenſion leſt 


this / indifference might be real, has 
thrown her into the utmoſt inquietuds, 
Come then, you Machiavel, in love, 
comes, and ſurvey the work you; have 
made, 
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made. Come; und wipe off her fall 
ing tears. Come, to nee in your 
Ws and our eee anten ver 


1 37 þ 
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- Gadd! whe the moſt { fſible » wo- 
8 the world, When love has once 
taken poſſeſſion of ber heart! Why 
are you not bere, à witneſs to the up- 
braidings ſhe! breathes out againſt me! 
For what cauſe, youllay P Why!truly, 
have had it ſeerns, in the firſt place; an 
inuriovs diflidence of her virtue; and 
in the ſecond, a miſtaken notion of your 
pretenſions. I firſt ſuppoſed them exi- 
minal, and then took it into my head to 
puniſh you for them. I am ſevere, 
cruel, unjuſt, with many epithets more 
of the lame es which ſhe has N 


Ware emotion! c eee 
for it, that this ſhall be the laſt ſtorm 
I ſhall ever ſuſtain for intermeddling be- 
tween you; and let me here, moſt core 


dially 


4 
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dially renounce:the confidence you have, 
each of you, hitherto honoured me with. 
We adviſers truly, in ſuch caſes, ſtand 
a moſt admirable /ay of it! They ſole- 
ly are charged with every thing dif- 
agreeable in the quarrel, and the lovers 
enjoy the whole HR us: on recon- 
iliaca. . LACIE has 


- However, upon jus 1 think 
myſelf weak to have any manner-of re- 
ſentment upon this occaſion. You are 
a couple of children, whoſe wayward» 
neſs ought rather to amuſe me. I ſhould 
regard you each with a philoſophic eye, 
and continue ſtill my friendſbip to you 
both. Come hither then, immediately, 
and acquaint me if you acquieſce in this 
reſalve of mine. Come away, and drop 
the petty tyrant, for the preſent. Let 
us make peace, and frame a triple al- 
liance together. My poor dear infants! 
One of them has ſuch innocent views, 
and the other ſo ſecure in virtue, that 

to 


126 MADAME DE L'ENCLOS s i 
to keep them any longer aſunder, would 
bets a n founded on injuſtice. 

Farewel. 


- / . 


LETTER NNNY/; 


T See plainly Marquis, chat the Ft 
way to preſerve terms with women, 


even of the beſt underſtanding and vir- 
tue, is never to interfere in their love- 
affairs. I have taken my reſolution; 
and for the time to come, ſhall never 
mention your name to the Counteſs, 
| unleſs ſhe wreſts it from me. hate al- 
tercation. However, this reſolve ſhall 
not in the leaſt affect my ſentiments. to- 
ward you, any more than the friendſhip 
I ſhall ever preſerve for her. But though 
J remain her ally, I ſhall make it no 
ſcruple to hold on my commerce with 
you, in the ſame free manner as uſual; 
and ſhall continue, ſince you preſs it, 
to give you my opinions, upon every 
circumſtance of life, you ſhall propoſe 
3 | to 
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to me: but upon this condition be it; 
that I may not be denied the liberty of | 
laughing nee at eee | 

Ne this n 1 cannot 
make uſe of at preſent; for if the Coun- 
teſs adheres to her reſolution, which is 
not to ſee you alone, I do not perceive 
that your affairs are likely to afford me 
much variety. She perfectly remembers 
what I uſed lately to tell her: the 
knows her heart, and has reaſon to fear 
it. She muſt be a very imprudent wo- 
man indeed, who confides in her own 
forces, and dares expoſe herſelf without 
apprehenſion, to the ſollicitations of a 
man ſhe likes. Nothing is ſo danger- 
ous as the preſence, as the approach 
of an object beloved. The emotion 
that animates, the warmth with which 
the intire perſon is, as it were kindled 
up, awake the ſenſes, inflame the mind, 
and excite deſires. I ſaid to the Coun- 
teſs, one day, that women may be com- 
r 5 pared 


[ J 
3 
L 
: 
. 
4 
; 


pared to an harpſichord, which thoꝰ ever 


with her, to liſten to the ſoft melody of ber 
vaice, to render her little aſſiduitiesꝰ; to 
ſpin the thread of ſentiment to a hair, 


— 
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fo well tuned, emits no ſound, till the 


maſter's hand begins to operate, Touch 
but the keys, and the tones reſpond. 


Finiſh the —_— 1 nm 7 


. Ae all, en hive you to com · 


plain of, my metaphyſical friend? To 
behold the Counteſs, to bold tender converſe 


and to edify from her ſublime lectures 


upon virtue; do not theſe, Marquis, 


conſtitute your ſupreme felicity ? Quit, 


quit to earthly ſouls, thoſe groveling 
deſires, which begin now to appear too 


plainly in you. To conſider you in your 


preſent ſtate, one would imagine that I 
was not much miſtaken, when I hinted, 


that even the moſt refined paſſion, was 
but a more delicate effect of the ſenſes. 


* Ses Lemer ix. firſt paragraph, the Italic. 
| Your 


14 


0 


you at length, into my ſentimenrs. I am 


not ſorry for it. I would have you 
e for your incredulity. Adieu. | 


Pi & The. Chevalier your old: rival, 
hab reſented the diſdain of the Counteſs, 
by throwing: himſelf at the feet of the 
Marchioneſs, her couſin. This 3 oice 
is a rare encomium on his taſte. But 
they were formed for one another. I 
ſhall be curious enough to know how 
far this hopeful paſſion may be able to 
ce 1 


1. E T T E R XXXVI. 
ou imagine, Manquis, that 1 40 


compliments you pretend to make me, 
on my feigned reconciliation, as I fancy 
you ſuppoſe it, with the Counteſs. But 
in ee had never fallen out. Fs 

72 n 


3s 4 
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Your on experience has compelled, | 


not perceive all the irony of thoſe 
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bon "made an apology for ſome Raſty 
refleftions, inipured them all to love, 
aid intreated me to continue ſtill, my | 
friendly counſels to her. 


| ee But my sech, wha end will 
« Alf "thy rice anſwer, except to 
„ 'prepire a father triumph for our an- 
«'tagoniſt ! My opinion, in this counti}. 
25 of + war, is for quitting the Held: for 
0 whatever confidence” you may place 
“ in your own Aedgths” flight only, 
«cn te your ay ien einm 


She imagines truly, "TI ſhe fla 
ſhewn an high inſtance of effort, in the 
laſt converſation ſhe held with you, But 
all women ſpeak to their lovers, /a 1 of 

the ſame manner.'— I reſt ſatisfied 
« with your heart, they cry; your ſen⸗ 
„ timents and eſteem are all the aim 

« of my ambition. There are women, 

- £1 am rad, indelicate enough to ac- 


s cept 
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4, cept. moſt -willingly,: what I refuſe;” 
For- my part, I {hall never n them 
i \theirprice.”: e e e e 8; 
lin : 

Take care Marquinz — you reject 
theſe refined;notions, openly. - To ſeem 
to ſopport their ſincerity upon ſuch oc+ . 
caſions, would be more than unpolite, 
it would be indiſcreet. You ſhould ap- 

plaud and encourage their error, if you 
would profit of it. They would ap- 
pear delicate, and inſenſible to every 
other pleaſure, but thoſe of ſentiment 
and intellect only. This is their ſyſ- 
tem this their very ſoul. Some cer- 
tainly there are, who impoſe upon them- 
ſelves in theſe opinions; but in truth, 
the generality of them only e N 


to en _m_ ping COR 


But a EA may be their 1 for | 
equivocating u on theſe occaſions, is it 
not a very happy thing, that they take. 
the trouble ot deceiving you, after this 

Vol 1h . Þ manner ? 


- XG. 
9 
N i y % 
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manner ? What obligations ſhould you 
not acknowledge to them? They give 
a value by this means, to the ſlighteſt 
favours, which without this artifice, 
would bear no price. You ſhould: ad- 
mire our addreſs—By pretending an in- 
difference, toward what you call the 
pleaſures of love, —in carrying the af. 
fectation ſo far, as even to declare an 
averſion to them, we augment the merit 
thoſe ſacrifices we are ſuppoſed to make 
you. We thus render you grateful, for 
the very obligations we are ourſelves 
equally indebted to you for; and exact 
a tribute even from our conquerors. 
And ſince it has been decreed from the 
firſt, that we ſhould ſtill impoſe upon 
you, what acknowledgments do you 
owe us, for chuſing the moſt agreeable 
manner of doing ſo? We but cheat 
you to your gain; and multiply diffi- 
culties, only to increaſe your triumph. 
Anxieties and cares are but the pur- 
chaſe of your pleaſures. How flatter- 
> 3 M 
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jag to your vanity a pretence to boaſt, | 
« This fair one, ſo delicate of ſenti- 
« ment, ſo cold to all impreſſions of 
« ſenſe; ſo nice, ſo jealous of her 
& fame; now ſacrifices to me her re- 
ce pugnance, her fears, and her pride. 
« My merit, my perſonal accompliſh- 
« ments, my addreſs, have won a for- 
« treſs, impregnable to all other aſſail- 
« ants. Io triumphe! Jo Paan! What 
«yitory! What glory!” | 


But if vomen on their part acted 
ingenuouſly; were they as unguarded 
in declaring their ſentiments, as you are 
aſſiduous in penetrating them, you could 
not poſſibly make ſuch a vain boaſting 
to yourſelves. What flattering plea- 
ſures would be at once deſtroyed! You 
ought never therefore to impute this 
reſerve to them as a fault, from whence 
you reap ſuch happy advantages. Feign 
rather to be impoſed upon, nay aſſiſt in 

F 2 the 
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che deceit, yourſelves : It will but heigh- 
2 Ven and refine your pleaſures. 


17 the Counteſs ſhould happen to 
intercept this letter! what reproaches, 
what . ſhould | again ſuſtain! 

Adieu. 


436 DRE TTER ANSVL., 


Know well enough, that a man of 

your rank, eſpecially a young officer, 
is frequently tempted into bad com- 
pany and conſequently, may ſome- 
times be arreſted in bis courſe, by ſome 
of thoſe rens you hint at in your let- 
ter 7. However, notwithſtanding ſuch 
excuſe, . you have not gueſſed amiſs; 
for I ſhould certainly have given you 
a ſevere lecture upon this occaſion, if 1 
was not perſuaded that in the preſent 
ſituation of your heart, ſuch Czrce's 


7 The O pera girls. 


cannot 
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cannot have magic enough to detain 
you long in chains, "ou the ſole object. 
of 00 conſtancy v. _ 1 
N But the Counteſs lived it, Wan b 

me; and I am not at all ſurpriſed at her 
jealouſy z as it but confirms my general 
opinion of your metaphyſical females. 
Lou may judge from hence, the ſincerity 
of their profeſſions. Their reſentment 
is of a ſingular nature truly. — For after 
all, what do theſe low-bred minxes rob 
them of? They have not the leaſt idea 
of ſentiment, and the Counteſs, to de | 
fats is pee elſe, from top to toe. 55 


+ Women are Arangely: Ane 
with themſelves! They affect to deſpiſe 
theſe mocł· heroines, but betray a certain 
fear, at the ſame time, that riſes above 
contemptꝰ. And in reality, have they 


® Circe was a ſorcereſs, who detained U; t 1 in 
his courſe, on his return to Penelope. 


Mie them with ſcornful, yer ich jealous ys. HE, 


6 -F* Pope. 
; F 3 Ou 
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not reaſon to fear them? are you not bet- 
ter pleaſed with the familiarity of their 
converſe, than with the company of wo- 
men in higher life, where attention, 
reſpect, and ſtrict decorum muſt be pre- 
ſerved? With the firſt, men are perfect · 
ly at their eaſeʒ they feel themſelves intheir 
natural ſtate of freedom: with the lat- 
ter, conſtrained, circumſpect, and re- 
hearſing as it were, a part, they never 
chuſe to perform. From the characters 1 
have had of fome of theſe familiars, I 
imagine them very capable of rendering 
a man truant in ſome particulars, even 
to the woman he loves beſt in the world; 
but then this infidelity, if one may give 
it ſo harſh a name, is ſeldom carried 
farther, by a man of ſenſe. They may 
excite a tranſient defire, but are n 
ble to fix a Ane paſſion. | 


Theſe dramatis perſone might indeed, 
be dangerous ſociety, had they either in 
their wit or manners, a fund ſufficient 

" 


G 
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to entettain you in the- progreſs, as 
much as they do on the commencement 
of their acquaintance. A little com- 
mon- place chat, readineſs of addreſs, 
and ſuperficial breeding, take you in at 
firſt. Ve have not the leaſt delicacy ! 
the freedom of their converſation, the 
livelineſs of their manners, even the ir- 
regularity, of their conduct, bewitch ye 
for the time; a giddy, — 
port poſſeſſes itſelf of your ſenſes ; and 
thus. ze ee whale hours wier as 
Mandi, 480 3 cu 


- But bpb for you, they have fl 
dom ſubſtance; enough to. ſupport a mi · 
terial part: they generally want educa, 
tion and improvement, and conſequent - 
ly ſgon run the courſe of their narrow 
circle. The ſame ſtories, the ſame con- 
oeits, and the ſame mimickries recur 
Again: and one ſeldom laughs at the 


ſame jeſt twice, When fome eſteem for 
the deren does not ſupport the humour. 
e F. + „ The 


PR — 
5. The Counteſs then, may be perfectiy 
eaſy with regard to theſe galantries. I 
know you well enough to be anſwerable 
5 for it, that ſuch miſtreſſes can never be 

able to rival her. But, there are a cer- 
tain ſort of viomeng that may be truly 
dangerous to you, namely your ladies 

of elandeſtine galantry. Theſe are a 

kind of equivocal elaſs in life, who hold 

a middle rank between women of cha- 
racter, and thaſe 1 have been ſpeaking 
of. They aſſociate with the former, 
and differ from the latter, only in ap- 
pearances. More free than fond, they 
impoſe upon your ſex, by lending to 
ſentiments, the leaſt refined, a certain 
air of paſſion; which is miſtaken for love. 
They have the art of ſtamping an im- 
preſſion of tenderneſs, upon the vulgar 
appetite for pleaſure. They would make 
you believe, that it is from choice, up- 
on a thorough conviction of your ex- 
traordinary merits, they ſurrender. If 
you are not aware of their true character, 
N 2 you 


9 
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you will find it difficult to diſtinguiſh 
the motives of their kindneſs, from a4 
real ſenſibility of heart; and be apt to 
miſtake for an exceſs of paſſion, what is 
only a fever of the ſenſes. You flatter 
yourſelf that you are accepted, as a lo- 
ver, when you are but invited as a 87. 
lant. 


Theſe are the ſort of women I ſhould 
moſt ſuſpect, for ſupplanting the Coun- 
tels. The financier's * widow, who has 
been lately introduced into' her parties, 
is of this character. I perceived it the 
firſt evening we ſpent together ; and in 
your former letter, you hint at ſome 
lures ſhe let drop before you. Had not 
the Counteſs reaſon to be alarmed at 
theſe advances? Your paſſion for this 
latter, I do really believe at preſent, to- 
be ſtrong enough to induce you to 
lacrifice every conſideration to it. But 


A receiver general of the French revenues. 
F 5 huowꝛ 
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ho long may it continue ſo? The la- 
dy we are ſpeaking of, is handſome, 
has gayety and ſpirit, and but juſt en- 
tered into that ſtage of life, when wo- 
men willingly undertake the charge of 
young men, introduce them into th 
world, and teach them their firſt tee 


eee OY 


That tender and attentive air, with 
which ſhe receives and accoſts you, may 
have its effect. Be on your guard: re- 
member I give you warning. Men un- 
awares, attach themſelves to ſuch wo- 
men, even while they are deſpiſing 
them; and they have the art, often to 
make ye do more lilly things, than any 
other ſort of women in the world. 


Adieu. | 


pr WIS DE SEV1C ONE, + = 
"LETTER XXXVIII. * 


Fa — 
quis, that I haye been juſt nay ſup» 
porting an argument, agaioſt Monſieur = 
4 la Irmer. Don't you admire at my 
aſſurance ? Ir is true for all that. He 
ſaid, that. Cerneille has drawn the cha- 
racters of mankind, as they ought to 
be, and Racine ſuch as they really are. 
I maintained the direct contrary Opt» 
nion. We had a very critical audience 
at this diſpute; and. I carried the queſ- 
tion, upon a poll. This perhaps, I was 
not a little vain of. But the pro and 
con would take up too much of my 
letter. Call to ſee 9 | 
entertain you perhaps, with both ſides. 
of the argument. Every one has their 
own manner of painting things, and B 
haye mine among the reſt. I ſketch 
out women juſt as I find them, and am 
forry I cannot repreſent them. as. they 
would 


TT 4 BANE DE EY 


4155 pretend to be. But to your 
letter. 3 


The kind of languor that oppreſſ a 
you, does not ſurprize me. The indif- 
poſition of the 'Marchionefs, has de- 
prived you the opportunity of ſeeing 
her couſin ; your heart has continued 
in the fans ſituation, for "three intite 
days: tis quite natural for ſuch 4 cir · 
cumſtance to produce ſuch" an effect. 
Neither does the coolneſs you are ſome- 
times ſuſceptible of, toward the Coun- 
teſs, ſeem more extraordinary to me, 
than the former. In the fondeſt p aſſions 
one is ſenſible, at times, of Grell weary 
moments, which ſurprize even the per- 
ſons themſelves who are affected with 
them. Love has its Hncope s, as well 
as other diſeaſes. Whether the heart, 
fatigued with its own emotions, ſteals 
a refreſhing nap; or that its attention 


* A faintneſs or intermiſſion of pulſe. 


"Hits 18 


. 


1 2 M rig, 5 


4 he c 211 
experict ces its 7 57 4 5 
without being able in 1 po to ab- 
count for them. The ſtronger the g 73 
the profounder the calm: and this ſuſ- 
penſion, believe me, is often more fatal 
to love, than the very ſtorm and tem · 
2ſt icſelf,” This paſſion Is exringuiſhed” 
by too ſtrong, or 8 a_reſift-” 
ance. The generality of women have 
only one way of reſiſting: a woman of 
ſenſe and cleverneſs does more: ſhe. 
varies her modes of defence; 5 gol this 
| is the e of the 4 art. ans 


i 4 — +4 
333 v3 


But the Countek, it ſeems, 4 bat 
the duties of friendſhip, to thoſe of: 
love; and this is a new reaſon for your 
coolneſs toward her. Love | is a Jealous 
ard tyrannical ſentiment, which is ne. 
ver ſatisfied, unleſs its object facrifices, 
to it every taſte, every devoir, every pal. f 
lion, You have done nothing for it 


yet, 
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Jen, 1 While there remains ſtill any thing 
more to 55 done. Prefer your duty, 
friendſt up or any other ſocial ye but 


. 


for an | ne e rgta⸗ 
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The forced compliments you pay. 5 
the fineniere, are an inſtance of this un- 
2 pique, I could wiſh how 

that yon had not carried it ſo as 
as Bape pain, her on her laſt viſit to the 
Counteſs. The time you ſtaid yn 
her there, the, pleaſure you appeared 
to ſhew i in entertaining her, the queſ- 
tions ſhe propoſed 7 you, with regard. ; 
to the ſituation of your heart—theſe 
things I fay, prove the truth of my ſen- 
timents to you on this head i in my laſt 
letter. 1 


* % $3 


' You may pretend if you pleaſe; hs 
all this flirting, has but the more con- 

firmed your paſſion for the Counteſs ; ; 
bur your embarraſſment, when ſhe aſked. 
you 


* 
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you the next day, bow long you had 
ſtaid with the widow, when you eſcort- 
ed her home; the evaſive anſwer you 
gave, and the pains you took to diſpel 
her ſlighteſt doubts, ſufficiently con- 
Vince me that you are more guilty than 
you would acknowledge, or even than 
you really i imaging yourſelf to be. 


The Counteſs herſelf takes 51 affair 
in this light; for did you not obſerve 
the affectation with which ſhe endea- 
voured to pique your love, by com- 
mending your old rival, the Chevalier ? 
I may venture to promiſe for it, that 
ou will not haſtily fall back again into 
that lethargy you ſo lately complained 
of. Jealouſy is preparing employment, 
ſufficient to keep you awake, 


But how can you make fo light of 
the poor Marchionefs's misfortune? 
You will ſoon find, that the ſmall-pox 
has not alterea her ow alone : her 


3 
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temper will partake of the change, be- 
lieve me, as ſoon as her glaſs informs 
her how great it is. How much ] pity 
| her! But, pity her whole ſex, at ' the 
fame time! With what' cordiality will 
ſhe hate, and tear them to pieces! Your 
Counteſs is at preſent, her deareſt 
friend. How long will ſhe continue fo, 
think you ? She is really, an extreme 
pretty woman, and has a complexion _ 
| ſo apt to make others look like gypſies 
What envious breaches do [ not fore- 


ſee 


I forgot to commence a ſerious quars. | 
rel with you fir, for a piece of your ill 
behaviour to me. You have had the 
indiſcretion to ſhew moſt of my late 
letters, to Monſieur de la Rochefaucault. 
I ſhall ceaſe writing to you, if I find 
you cannot keep a ſecret. I ſpeak my 
ſentiments freely enough before him, in 
_ converſation ; but one muſt be a. good 


deal vainer than I am, who can flatter 
themſelves 


, 


i 
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themſelves that their writings may be 
able to ſtand the criticiſm of ſuch 4 
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A TTY redneſs, that TY ſmall 1285 
L has left upon the charms of the 
unfortunate Marchioneſs, mortifies, her 
extremely. Iam not, ſurprized at her 
Purpoſe of 1 retiring to the country, for 


ſome time: ſhe is not feally, in a fit 
condition to appear abroad. If this 


the Chevalier might not perhaps. avs 
found the ſiege ſo ealy. to carry Ys AS 1 i, 
is probable he Bad at brſt 1 imagined. 
May got this ſerve to prove, that wo- 
cbend virtue generally depends upon 
cireumſtafices, and diminiſhes always 

with their AL: gate army vn. 


Deen 1 Aist rng 28: Bu 

; Here jt may >ha obſerved, that Ninon's ima- 
gination is not at all phlegmatic. A ſlight matter 
ſerves her for proof. In this paſſage ſhe ſuppoſes 
an event, and then reaſons upon it, as a facł. 
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But I am afraid of this example for 
the Counteſs. Nothing is more dan» 
gerous for a woman, than the frailty of 
her friend. Love, in itſelf already too 


alluring, obtains new vigour by conta- 


gion, if you'll allow' me the expreſſion. 
It is not from our hearts alone, it draws 
its forces: recruits are raifed from many 


of the foreign objects that ſurround us. 


Guilty perſons think it ſome ſcreening 


of themſelves, to lead others into the 


fame ſnate. I am therefore, not at all 
furprized at the many kind things the 
Marchioneſs has lately faid to her coy- 
fin, in your favour. Hitherto, they 
have. both af them, conducted them- 
ſelves upon. the ſame "Gag * 4 
confuſian then, muſt it be to her, if 


the C ounteſs alone, 0's nave reaped 
the be benefit of them ? Ce on 


» ets 
«Sw + *4 


"x See the converſation of the Counteſs, with 
Monficur de la Sabllers, Letter XXII. 
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The Marchioneſs has beſides, a fur- 
ther reaſon at preſent, more than ano» 
ther woman might have had, to contri- 
bute toward the defeat of her friend; 
She has loſt her beauty, and I may 
therefore be obliged, in order to pre- 
ſerve her lover, to make ſome condeſ- 
cenſions, more than were requiſite. in 
her former ſtate. Can ſhe ſuffer, think 
you, that another ſhould retain theirs, 
at a leſs expence ? This would be fub- 
mitting to a mortifying ſuperiority : I 
am therefore convinced that ſhe would 
run any length, to relax the moral of 
your charming Adelaide. Should ſhe 
ſucceed ? in good truth I tremble at the 
unluckineſs of circumſtances! To have 
been once, as handſome as our friend 
to ceaſe to be ſo any longer, our ri: 
val's charms each day improving — yet 
{fill to be condemned to appear in con- 
traſt with her! Oh ſir ! it is a trial, bes 


Youd our wiſdom's ſtrength! 2 


— m 
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all philoſophy | Among women, friend- 
| ſhip cancels, or commences rivalſhips. 
I mean the conteſt for beauty only —it 


would be too much to add that 1 par 
hon alſo, £7 ON 


< 


I foreſee it with concern, but I muſt 
predict it to you. Whatever precau- 


tions the Counteſs may uſe, to ſooth the 


misfortune of the Marchioneſs, ſhe will 
make but an ungrateful return for. I 
don't know how it is, but every thing 
a pretty woman fays upon ſuch an occa- 
ſion, to one who never was, or is no 
longer handſome, carries with it a cer- 
tain air of compaſſion, which cancels all 
her kindneſs, and mortifies the perſon 
ſhe would conſole. The more pains 
ſhe takes to appear inſenfible of her ſu- 


periority over the unfortunate object, 


the more ſhe confirms it; and ſeems to 


confeſs a ſabaltern merit in the other, 


thro charity, rather than the ſpontane- 
4415 ous 
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cus will, with which we ae 
knowledge inferior ab ? 


Ine truth F women ide 
deceive each other by the mutual com- 
pliments they pay. All of them know 
perfectly well, what rate to ſet upon ci- 
vilities of this ſort : ſo that as they ſpeak 
without. ſincerity, they liſten, without 
gratitude : and ſhould the female pane- 
gyriſt be of the beſt faith in the world, 
in other particulars, the fair one whoſe, 
beauty is praiſed, in order to judge of 
her veracity, attends leſs to her words, 
than her features. Is ſhe homely ?. we 
believe, and love the flatterer. Near 
our own rank of beauty? we receive 
the compliment coolly, and diſdain her. 
But, if handſomer—we hate her worſe, 
even than we did before. In ſhort, be- 
lieve me, that your the ee 


Damn with faint vealds, commend with civil leer, 
| Porz. 


of 
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of charms remains in contempt be- 
tween two females, no perfect amity 
can ever be eſtabliſhed. Can two mer- 
chants, who have the ſame goods lying 
on hands, enter into a Rrit friendſhip 
together ? 


Far want of this hint, the real cauſe 
af the want of cordiality among women, 
has ſeldom been inveſtigated, Thoſe 
who appear the moſt fondly connected, 
oſten break for the ſmalleſt matter. Was 
it this trifle, think you, that occaſioned 
the breach? It was only the pretext. 
We conceal the true motives of our ac- 
tions, when the diſcovery may be to our 
diſadvantage : we muſt never admit 
that the mortification, ariſing from our 
friend's beauty, had eſtranged us from 
her: this would be to betray our jea- 
louſy, our envy ; and we would rather 
be deemed unjuſt, than yield our rival 
ſo high a triumph. Whenever two 
Pretty women are ſo lucky, to meet 
with 
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with the leaſt plauſible occaſion, of rid- 
ding tbemſelves of each other, they lay 
hold of it with ſo much eagerneſs, and 
hate one another ſo cordially, that one 


may eaſily judge what fort of an affecti- 
on had ſubſiſted between them before. 


Well Marquis do ſpeak my Win 
freely enough to you? You ſee how far 
my fincerity carries me. I endeavour 
to give you juſt notions of every thing, 
and am not ſparing even of my own ex- 
pence; for I am certainly, not more 
_ exempt than another, from the failings 
I deſcribe, But as I truſt, that all I 
have faid will remain a ſecret between 
us, I am not afraid of bringing myſelf 
Into a ſcrape with my ſex, who would 
doubtleſs have great reaſon to reſent my 
frankneſs. The Counteſs however, is 
above ſuch diſguiſes, and honeſtly. con- 
feſſes to the truth of my propoſitions. 


How 
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- How /few. women are there of this 

ng mc, nature 999 1 ů er At IEEE 50 LY 
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HE example of the Marchioneſs 
then, has had no effect yet, vor 


the heart of her friend? L. al ſeens on 


the contrary, that the Counteſs Pans 
rather more on her guard againſt you; 


and has reſented. ſome ſlight freedoms 


you have lately age * in 


with ber. e W Yolo 
I was, in hopes "that on this ene 
ſhe would have reminded you of the 
former declarations of deference. and 
diſiatereſtedneſs, you made on the firſt 
overtures of your paſſion, This is the 
uſual way in ſuch caies. But what is 
very ſingular in this affair is, that the 
ſame earneſtneſs, which a woman looks 
vpon as want of reipect, on the com- 
11 mencement 
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mencement of an amour, ſhall paſs with 
her for a proof of love and eſteem, after 
tlre completion of it. Liſten to wives 
and miſtreſſes, attend to their repining 
murmurs, againſt careleſs huſbands and 
lukewarm lovers: you'll find their com- 
plaints generally to be, that they have 
loft their eſteem; and they impute their 
coldne ſs to this alone. But among 
ourſelves, what they imagine to be 
tokens of reſpe& and eſteem, are they 
not the very rd of ſuch ſentiments ? 

1 have told you Hh ago, "ar wo- 
men, would they honeſtly confeſs, make 
love to conſiſt in warm deſire, even more 
than men do. Obſerye a miſtreſs, on 
the commencement of her paſſion, and 
love is then an. idea, purely metaphy- 
ſical; in which the ſenſes have not the 
leaſt manner of concern. Like the 
ſtoic philoſophers, who in the midſt of 
torments, would not confeſs their pain, 
ſhe remains ſome time a martyr to her 

—_—_—_ . own- 
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n 0 em: till at length, love Be- 
comes e * nature N 9757 | 
vail, - bs 
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1% 
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much buſineſs truly, to play back her 
metaphy ſical theory upon her. That 
« this refined paffion exiſts ſolely in 
« ſublime conceits, and ſpiritual inter- 
* courſe : that it would be degrading 
& jts abſtract and celeſtial nature, to 
. impure it with any thing merely hu- 
& man or ere th 1 | 


He thy haſt m fu $ '\reve-. 
tence and devotion in * The 
preaching prieſt will never be admitted 
to ſacrifice at our altars, believe me. 
His reſpe# would be taken for affront, 
his delicacy for deriſion, and his ne- ¶pun 
baraigues for diſingenuous evaſions. All 


the credit he could expect, would be, that 


"ſhe may perhaps, ſuppoſe his having had 
leſs delicate engagements with ſome 
; 0 
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other fair one, might have reduced him 


to the ſad neceſſity of parading theſe 
chimera's before his miſtre/s—in name 
only. And what is admirable upon 
ſuch occaſions, is, that the very apo- 
logy they ſupply him with, proceeſs 
from the ſame principle. . 


7 


wat" ſee what deference you have for my 
commands : you have not only ex- 
poſed my letters to Monſieur de la 
Rochefaucault, but you read them in 
public company. It is true, that the 
partial opinion of my friends upon 
them, makes me ſome amends for your 
indiſcretion; and in truth, I think my 
beſt way is to proceed without reſerve, 
as before. But at leaſt, I hope you will 
have proper caution whenever I ſay any 
thing, in which the honour of the 
Counteſs is concerned. Without this 
condition, you muſt expect no more 
letters from 


NIN ON. ; 
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LETTER XII. E 


o Marquis, ſay what yo will, 1 | 
cannot forgive you that extreme 
oo with which you preſs, for 


what you ſtile your ſupreme felicity. 
Ignorant as you are, will you never be 
l perſuaded, that when you are ſecured 


of a woman's heart, it ſhould be your 


chief pleaſure to enjoy her defeat for 
ſome time, before you complete it? You 
are a perfect novice, if you do not 
know, that of all pleaſures, thoſe of 
love require to be huſbanded with the 


greareſt - ceconomy. Were I a man, 


and had the fortune to win a heart, I 


mean ſuch a one as the Counteſs's, with 
what parſimony would I uſe my advan- 


tage! How many gradations would 
IT oblige myſelf to paſs through, 
ſucceſſively and ſlowly! How many 


delicate pleaſures, unknown to the ge- 


verality of men, would I, as it were, 


Create 


1 
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create to myſelf! Like the miſer, 1 
would inceſſantly contemplate my trea- 
ſure, rejoice in the richneſs of it, be 
conſcious that it conſtituted my higheſt 
ſelicity, place my whole ſcheme of hap- 
pineſs in the poſſeſſion of it, in looking 
upon it as my on peculiar property, 
in being the abſolute diſpoſer of it. and 
yet, ſtrengthen myſelf in the reſolution, 
not to leſſen it by uſe! What tranſ- 
port to read in the eyes of a lovely wo- 
man, the dominion you have over her; 
to obſerve in all her actions relative to 
you, a ſtill increaſing tenderneſs; to 
perceive her voice aſſume a ſofter tone, 
whene er ſhe ſpeaks of, or to you; to 
view her bluſhes, even upon a compli- 
ment of courſe, and to triumph in her 
confuſion upon any particular addreſs! 


Can there be a ſituation on earth, 
more flattering than that of a lover, 
conſcious of a reciprocal flame? And 
- What, ſurer proof can he require, than 

a | G 3 inſtances 
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inſtances like theſe? How charming 
to be expected with an impatience, 
that her whole prudence cannot conceal; 
to be received with a welcome, which 
charms the more, by the endeavours 
ſhe makes in part, to hide her tranſport! 
She has dreſſed herſelf in your tafte, 
takes thee very mien, the accent; the 

whole air of perſon, that is known to 
be moſt agreeable to you. Before, ſhe 
uſed to adorn herſelf, to charm your 
ſex in general. At preſent, her toilets 
is ſpread for you alone. For you theſe 
jewels, this ribbon, that bracelet, are 
put on. You the ſole object of her whole 
attire. You are become her ſecond 
elf. She loves you o'er again, in | er 
Own image! 


Can there, even in love, be a more 
enchanting ſcene, than the faint reluct- 
ance of a yielding fair, ſupplicating 
you not to take advantage of her weak- 
els, —reduced to owe her very virtue 


ITS 37 
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to you? In a word, can any thing be 
more bewirching. than a voice. falter- 
ing with emotion, than thoſe denials, 
for which ſhe ſeems almoſt to E 
herſclf, and ſoftens the rigour of by 
the moſt tender. regards, even before 
Ka are compiling of? y 


bs can you ſaffer fach inchantment 
to be diſſolved ? For my part, I can- 


not conceive it: and yet, when your 


haſty » wiſhes ſhall be accompliſhed, theſe | 


truly delicate pleaſures diminiſh, in 


proportion to the facility of your vic - 


tory... It remained in you, power to 
pralong, to augment them, in afford- 


ing yourſelf leiſure to contemplate, and 
enjoy the refined, and N my | 


neſs of them. 


But ye are never T Attated, till the 
poſſeſſon is abſolute, eaſy and uninter- 
rupted; and yet, are. afterwards ſur- 
prized, to find your hearts affected with 
avy 684 


* | 


* 


ſired object? How often have 1 told 


52 1 
5 enee coſdneſs and ineonſkahey. 


Have you 6b done every thing 4p"yeur 
power, to elog yourſtif 'with the de- 


you, that love ſeldom” dies of Þwnger, 


but frequedrly of Ds n 


Nie 3 3 N. 


At ſome 5 bh time I ſhall make you 


a confident of my amour with de Vil- 
larctaux; and you may thence inſtruct 


yourſelf, after what manner one ſhould” 


conduct à paſſion; to make it laſtin 


Jou may then be able to Jodke with. 
ther J underſtand the human heart, and | 
have à true taſte for*the-refineinents of 
pleaſure: Tou will learn from my ex- 
petience, that an economy of our paf. 
fions, is perhaps, the only rational n- 
taphyfics in love. Lou will in fine, 
perceiye from hence, how little con- 
ſideration you have for your choiceſt 
intereſts, 1 in your preſent Inpaticht con- 
duct toward the Counteſs,” CAST 
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But, to baffle all your ſchemes, I ſhall 
be frequent in my viſits and counſels 
to her. Now do not put on 4 long face, 
and reproach me with playing a double 
part, between ye; for in reality accord- 
ing to my notions, I act equally for the 
er of both 7 0 8 | 
TP. v 


LE TTER XLII. 


r Pity you, Marquis? Not f truly. 

Lou never govern yourſelf by my 
counſels, and I am not ſorry to ſee you 
ſuffer for it ſometimes. You thought 
it was now high time to advance your 
familiarities. with the Counteſs, The 
unreſerved way. ſhe ſpeaks ol love, the 
eaſineſs of her manners, the ready for- 
giveneſs of your many indiſcretions, the 
frankneſs of her rallying the Plataniſt 


all thoſe I ſay, had led you into a pre- 
ſumption, that the ſeverity of her mo- 
| ee 37008 
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rals might have been conſiderably aba 
ted, of late. But experience has ſne wn 
you the ignorance of your error; and 
all this external freedom, vou will find 
to be only an alluring and political Arti- 
ce. But then to abuſe your ſimple- 
hearted, plain dealing folk, after ſuch 
a manner! This, moſt ungenerous treat- 
ment, truly and merits all the reſent- 


ment that can. poſſibly be ſhewn, upon 
ſo W ee an rann 1 a 


- 


Now, ſhall 1 peak to you with my 
uſual ingenuouſneſs? You are fallen into 
a miſtake, which is but too common 
with your ſex. They rarely judge of 
us, but from outward appearances : 
they imagine, that every woman who 
does not hold her virtue conftantly in 
armour, may become an eaſier conqueſt, 
than a prude: nor does even experience 
"convince them of their error. By which 
means, they expoſe themſelves oſten to 
Tevere repulſes, which are therefore the 


more 
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more mortifying, as the leaſt xy 
— N 30-46 7 0 * a 


45 e e 
| eprize then, is wlccultibet? 
Thing andere Ye all ery out, witk 
one; yaicey Why fuch equivocal pro- 
A geedings; G2 If by woman: ip determined. 
te 16main.. N hy „hy ſhould 
« ſhe cruelly amuſe the hopes of her, 
« TOE Should there not be a confor- 
0 mity between! your ſentiments and 
<« actions? In fine, 13 it at ungensrou 
« to. ſuffet us ta love your ſtill; while: =_ 
yu diſpenſe with-yourſclves for a re- 'Y 
turn? Is not this a difingenuous—nay,  * 
4 a diſhoneſt conduct? Is not this to 
* e ONT ſentjebenn#? 
dec. We very bot + 1 Sid 2, ! 
TIL -. $5. 444, 6 <1 p 17 . © 107% 1 - ff % of 
No, . is only making 
a-mock of:your: vanity.— Tou doubtlefs, 
bring 2 heavy charge againſt us; but | 
after all, it i % in reality, abo averthe ; ; 
moſt;gquivocated. with : fur dd you | 
N ö mention | 
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| mention Jentiment, only to.chnoble;a pa- 
ſion which i is the leaſt A eee of any 


- Fit dus 


"1 Beiidks?s it not, yourſlves. who, 6 4 
us under the neceſſity of playing this 
game ? If a woman has even the ſlight- 
eſt knowledge of your, ſex, ſhe / muſt 
know" that the ſtr ongeſt ——- the only 
tye over your al ections, is hope: ſhe 
ought” ſurely' wen. to ſupply conſtant” 
. food to your: expectations. Should 
Ver deportment but once aſſume an 
invincible air? No more hope No 
more lover. What a forlorn ſtate! 
What an humble condition! For let a 
woman'sꝰ virtue be ever fo ſevere, her 
heart is never thereby, rendered Jefs 
ſenſible to the deſire of pleaſing; nor * 
does her glory conſiſt leſs in — FR 
your homage and adorations.— But, well 
knowing that thoſe from whom. they ex · 
| pet them, tender their devoirs from 
motives chat mortiſy their pride ʒ and 
not being able to rectify this vulgar de- 
2 Walks *. feet, 
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fi, ity 78 their whole art in ta- 
king. a ſafe advantage of it, and ſtill, 
preſerve. their admirers, by ſuffering 
thoſe hopes to With, which they 4 
mean to fultil. „ger 


fg 
e e eee 100 
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I they happen to kane Po GM 
ſyecced: in their ſeheme; and iar | 
man has the leaſt knowledge of her true 
intereſts, ſhe will revolve to herſelf what 
the Counteſs faid to me, in our laſt con · 
verſation together. 5 know | well 
<- what fort of value to ſet upon the 
4 lou. vou of men, and thoroughly 
«comprehend the full ſcope; of their 
60 proteſtations. It is therefore my own 
fault, if I ſuffer myſelf to be impo · 
45; ſd upon by them. And indeed, af-» 
&;'ter one has comprehended their de- 
7 Lien, dur pride alone, one ſhould fan- 
che might be. ſufficient to diſconeert. 
5 — views. Reſentment, when their 


Vibebavighr provokes it, is not the beſt 
«ſhield we Can take up againſt them. 
_ IC _ 1 * Whoever 
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* Wheever is reduced xc eull in foreigm 
Ad, and ſummom anger te their af. 
: «:Niftance, betrays the poverty of their 
«<:5wn reſources. A fine irony, a ſmart 
„ raillery,. or a mortify ing ligt, are 
« more effectual diſcouragements. Let 
% there! be no quarreis; and there will - 
he no occaſion: for reconciliatiuns; a 
%% hich always gain ſome ground. 
+. What advantages Will. not ſuch a. 
* 3 A eee 1 ⁰οπiαε e 
e WOE | S001 tionen 
-4 Prudes indeed, cee another 
« method. Make but the leaſt attack 
upon them, and they are up in arms, 
% a ofice; as if the credit of their chaſ- 
«(tity was to riſe, in proportion to the 
de height”! of their reſemmentt But, 
här is the effect of ſo much ſtarelr- 
«ineſs'?” Me of ebe world ate apt to y, 
Za, not have ſuſtained "this re- 
bad I not ill timed my aetbek. 
"es b thy * indifcretion}! and. nor 
ane, that is rebuked / At An- 
: _ other 


* 
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4 other conjuncture, the crime of to- 
day, might perhaps, be the merit of 
* to. morrow. Her preſent reſentment 
4 18 4 hint, to watch a more critical 
minute; when T may probably obtain 
* more indulgence, and 1 
pride. I muſt appeaſe her wrath; and 
ec the ſureſt way of making her betet 
« this offence i: is, in the inſtant of for- 
«> giveneſs, to offend again. This I 
„ ſay, may be their reaſoning with 
« theſe outrageouſly virtuous, but in my, 
manner of treating ſuch impertirienge, 
they can never make uſe of this mee. 
4 mes = a omg lf N 
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ſembled prudes to dwarfs in armour, who if the 
fight was continued for any time, are apt to fink 
under the weight. of their own actoutrements. 
And added, that the difference between bo» 
virtugſo s, and ſuch as the Counteſs, be a be 
compared to charioteers, who preferve thei ſeat, 
by fitting free, and eaſy in it. Theſe who fix. 
themſelves Riff, are liable to be thrown out by a 
jolt. 
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— * 4 4 - 
* 


| * MADAME DE/L'!ENCLOS TO: 
« ſometimes betrayed his ee rig 
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The. Marquis, for example, has 


< tentions,. by his eyes. I uſed. but one 
e method, upon theſe oceaſions 3 — I- 
cc * have ſeemed to take no notice of it, 
inſenſibly gave a turn to the con- 


« ion which drew his attention 
h upon other objects. This addreſs 


« ſerved me extremely. well, till the 
« laſt time we were together; and then 
&« indeed, there was no farther diſſem- 


'« bling with him. He would have h. 


ci zoured me with ſome freedoms, which. 
60 however, I quickly put à ſtoꝑ to; but 


ce without anger. I thought it better 
« to defend myſelf by reaſon, than by ; 


« paſſion. I appeared rather mortified 


ci thanprovoked; and I am certain, that 
6 my concern affected him more, than 
« the higheſt reſentment could have 


„ done. He retired on the inſtant with 


«Ka deſponding air.— But now, to ſee, 


. What ſtuff the heart is made of l In, 


« 10 firſt moments 1 feared I had loſt 


2 | "him 


— 


| — — — 5 
red my politicks too far. But a 
<« fittle reflection reaſſured me again. 
Aas — ever ne incon 
4 ſtancy an 4. ö 
N Wh be N r 7 cre i Sand | 
* i. gon dia we bed upon 
out of enki fund: —— — . 
for woman, I think your Counteſs ſtands 4 
upon rm ground. Your may exclaim 

aloud againſt her unkindneſs; call her 

capricious and unjuſt. But no plea- 

ſures of love for her, that are to be 
purchaſed at the expenee of her pride. 

This is her abſolute reſolve; and ſhe 

has, believe me, 2 2a ſufficient to 

ſupport Kc i 3 | 


The loſs of your heart ald T 
= think; bela misfortune ſhe might 
feel with regret, perhaps her whole life. 
But, on the other hand, the comi- 

Wen tions 
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tions you impoſe on the preſerving: it, 


are a great deal too ſevere. She would 
compound this buſineſs with you. She 
hopes to fix your regards, without remit-. 
ting #hoſe the owes herſelf. I his is a 
project, worthy of her ſpirit; and 1 
hope it may ſucceed better with her, 
than the one ſhe formed before, to 
guard her heart from love. wy muſt 
a bees ee eee 


Bl. 


Shall we meet you chortow, on 


dur intended viſit to the preſident's wir 


2 H you have any thing to ſay to 
you may wh RE 
anking you pn PU e 


Wi. 3 bd as 21 $ 2324 4% £4 4 ' 
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LETTER XLII. 
\ ; 


Never expected it Marquis. —But I 
find that my good will to ſerve you, is 
| to be paid with reproaches only ; and I 
am, it leems, to take ſhare with the 
Counteſs, 
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"Counteſs, of that ill humour her coy- 
neſs has thrown you into. Do yau 
know now, that tho* what 50 ſay had 
had any foundation, nothing could have 
mortified me more, than the ironical 
tone with which you pretend to compli- 


ment _ ans my Pee of my 


— your making me e far 
your ſucceſs in this amour, diverts me 
extremely. Have you taken it into 
your head that my deſign in theſe let- 
ters, was to give you lectures on ſo- 
duction? Do you make no difference 
between teaching you how to pleaſe, * 
and inſtructing you how to delude ? Tia 
time I explained to you the phyſical 
cauſe of loye, both male and female; 
bur did I ever fay, that women were 
therefore, the more ell won ? Did 1 
ever adviſe you to attack them by the 


ſenſes; or ſuppoſe them to be void of 
delicacy or ſentiment ? I appeal to my 


* 3 
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letters Lou ſay you have them all 
I defy you to produce a ſingle para- 
Wap. en een. ons s 

a a 
While your inederſite and baſh- 
fulneſs ſuffered you to appear in an auk- 
ward light before women, I remarked 
to you the diſadvantages this might ſub- 
ject you to, in your progreſs thro? life. 
then adviſed you to aſſume a little 
more ſpirit and confidence, in order to 
inſpire you by degrees, with that eaby 
and liberal addreſs which becomes a 
gentleman, in a polite commerce with 
women. But, when J found that you 
carried your pretenſions too far, and 
were likely to affect the honour of the 
Counteſs, I confeſs honeſtly, that I took 
part againſt you. It was very proper 
1 ſhould do ſo: I was then, become 
her friend. 


2 * may ſee his hae wink your 
charges are, againſt me; and J really 


b think, 
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think, that your opinion of her, is as 
much ſo. Tou ſpeak. of her, as one of 
an equivocal character; as a womag 
who is neither determined for nor againſt 
galantry; and then peremptorily con- 
clude, that ſhe is only a We of an 
. claſs than ordinary. Bs 


What a Aae have you FRG ? 
But one muſt make allowances for the 
preſent perturbations of your mind. A 
diſpaſſionate, unprejudiced perſon might 
have perceived the Counteſs to be a 
- miſtreſs, full as chaſte as tender ;—a 
woman not profeſſing the /hew, but 
poſſeſſing the ſubſtance of virtue. Final- 
ly, an amiable fair, whom honour and 


prudence have inſpired with the moſt- 


oper conduct to conciliate her love for 


you, and her duty to herſelf, together. 


The difficulty of blending theſe re- 
pugnancies into one ſyſtem, is not in- 
| „ ain; 3 and this is the ſource of 
that 
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that inequality of behaviour, which per- 
' plexes you in her.— Imagine to yourſelf, 
the ſtruggles ſhe muſt ſuſtain, the vary- 
ing modes of her defence, and the in- 
conſiſtencies, that muſt unavoidably 
appear in her actions, who would en- 
deavour to preſerve a lover, whom too 


continued a reſiſtance might deprive her 
of. 


There is no keeping a ſteady conduct 
with you men. —You are fo very impa- 
tient, that you fly off frequently, upon 
the ſlighteſt oppoſition, You do ho- 
nour to our virtue, but abandon us at 
the ſame time. And what a diſgrace 
is this! How many women have ſacra- 
ficed themſelves, to prevent ſuch a mor- 
rification! But ſince in neither caſe, one 
is ſure of preſerving the lover, we ought 
certainily to hrefer that method, which 
may at leaſt intitle us to his affections 


| and eſteem, Ry 
be 


This is eur opinion—For the Coun- 
| | teſs 
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_ reſy and I have diſcuſſed, and agreed 
cis point between us. Shew then more 
equity, Marquis. Pity, rather thancon- 
demin her. If her character had been 
more remiſs, you would perhaps, have 
liked it better. But would you do ſo 
long? Not you, truly. — Adieu. —-We 
reckon upon your company this evening, 
at Madame de la F ayette's, and hope 
to meet you there, in a more rational 
humour. crit 


To. morrow, the Abbe de Gedoine 
is to be preſented to me. I am to have 
a moſt brilliant aſſembly. Will you 
come ? But I know how inſipid it muſt 
be to you, as the Counteſs will not be 
with me.—You would ſay of my ap- 
partments, what Malberbe has of the 
gardens of the Louvre : 


In vain you boaſt your charms, your | 
beauties rare! 


45 ſee them not Cali fra is not there. 
5 LE T- 
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. LETTER XIV. 6 
enn 1. at keagth ended to 
. your ſtorm, Marquis; and I per- 
ceive from your letter, that you are at 
preſent, better pleaſed with the Coun- 
teſs, even than you are with yourſelf. 
What an additional force does reaſon ob- 
tain, in paſſing thro' ivory teeth, and 
ruby lips! eder 


© Obſerve the different effects of the 
different conduct of the two couſins. 
The coyneſs of the one has augmented 
your eſteem, and confirmed your love: 
while the kindneſs of the other has ren- 
dered the Chevalier faithleſs. Such is 
the nature of man! and ingratitude the 
reward of our favours ! 1 


This misfortune however, may poſ- 
ſibly be prevented—And I ſhall upon 
this occaſion, communicate to you part 


2 of 
e 
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of a letter, I have lately received from 
Monſieur de St. Evremond.,—=Y ou know 
the conſtant correſpondence we have al- 
ways held ber. © He; rept I # 


"The young Count de 229 Fates 
time ago, married Mademoiſelle de 
of whom he had been moſt deere 
enamoured. Soon after, he lamented 
to me that marriage and poſſeſſion 
ſhould too generally weaken, nay fre- 
quently extinguiſh, the fondeſt, the 
' moſt tender paſſion. We diſſerted a 
good deal, upon ſo intereſting a ſubjectz 
and as I happenad to write, the ſame 
day, to St Evremond, I propoſed the 
theſis to him; and I ſend you the an- 
ſwer I received, in his own manuſcript. 


e de St EVRENHON DP. 
To Mademoſelle de *EN:CL OS. 


Tt, | ien 
My ſentiments agree perfectly with 
yours, madam. It is not always, as 
Vol. II. 106 1 
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it is commonly imag agined, either matri- 
mony or erjoyment, it of themſelves, 
diminiſh or deſtroy this paſſion, The 
little diſcretion with which we huſband 
our affectious; too abſolute, too eaſy, 
too uninterrupted a poſſeſſion ; theſe are 
the real ſources of thoſe weanings and 
diſguſts, which un ſo frequentiy i in 
| Ay. | 


When we ſurrender ourſelves up 


without reſerve, to all the exceſſes of 
a paſſion, theſe extraordinary tranſports 
are apt ſuddenly to ſubſide, to leave a 


cloyed ſatiety upon the mind, and ſuffer 
the heart to become ſenſible of a liſtleſs 


vacancy of ſentiment, and chillineſs of 
affection. In vain do we ſeek, out of 


ourſelves, the cauſes of that calm which 
ſucceeds our ſtrongeſt emotions. Nor 
do we fee that a more equal and laſting 
pleaſure, had been the conſequence of a 
little moderation. 


| Examine 


GH. 
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Bxamine clofely, into the moye- 
ments of your mi whett you wiſh for. 
any thing, and you will find, that your 
deſires ariſe ſolely; from 4 fondneſs for 
vanity. The love ef change is the very 
| Giaſtoli-of che heart . Satisfy our curi- 
ofity, and our wiſhes faint away. Who- 
ever then, would fix on a huſband, or 
a lover, ſhould ſtill leave them fome- 

thing to deſtre: each day ſhould pro- 

miſe ſomething new or rare, for the 

morrow. Diverſity his pleaſures z ex- 

hibit in the ſame object, the quickening 


ſpirit of variety, and'-I will anſwer for 
his n and en 


7 acknowledge indeed, that marri- 
riage, or what is ſtiled your defeat; is in 
common life, the ſepulchre of love: 
But then, it is leſsto the lover, than to 


6 Its dilatation” or expanſion 3 which gives a 
free circulation of the blood thro' the whole ani- 
mal 3 


H 2 hs 
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the fair one who complains of this mor- 
tality, that the defeat is to be impu- 
ted. She objects to the corruption of the 
beart, hat is but the natural conſequence 
| of her mal-addreſs, and indiſcreet ceco- 
nomy. She has expended at once, what 
would have maintained a paſſion for life: 
She has reſerved nothing new to amuſe the 
expectations, the curioſity of her lover. 
Like a fixed ſtatue ſhe excites no deſires; 
and her whole rol he has en by heart. | 
Nut with a woman, fach as J have at 
preſent in contemplation, it is the dawn of 
a fair ſummer's day : not the haſty ſnatch 
of tranſient joy, but a ſtated courſe of 
permanent , pleaſures ;. of. thoſe: diſclo- 
ſings of the heart; thoſe mutual confi- 
| dences, which charm the ſoul ; thoſe 
ingenous confeſſions, which eſcape your 
lips; thoſe tranſports, which are excited 
in gur breaſts, by the conſciouſneſs of 
conſſituting the whole happineſs, and 
meriting the entire affections, of the 
perſon beloved, Þ  - This 
. | | 
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This day in a word, is an æra, when 
a man of refined ſentiment, will begin 
to find out inexhauſtible treaſures, 
which till then had been modeſtly con- 
cealed from him. The freedom a wo- 
man acquires upon ſuch occaſions, ſuf- 
fers her to diſplay that wit, that ſenſe, 
and thoſe talents, which reſtraint and 
reſerye had kept him a' ſtranger to be- 
fore. Her ſoul begins now, to take 
'a Fight, but ſoaring ſtill - under com- 
mand of the Iare 7. 'Fhus time, fo far 
from inducing indifference or diſguſt, 
But rather multiplies: reaſons for! increas 
ſing loye. 9 2 


But then we muſt ſtill ſuppoſe, that 
this ſame woman ſhall have government 
enough over Her © paſſions, to keep 
her affections ever under command. 
For to preſerve a lover, it is not enough 
or rather it is too much to love 


H 3 him 


27% M4 EN 
him to ae She muſt know: hass to 
parcel qut ber fondneſs, by retail mot 
heap it upon him y anbolgſale. And for 
this very purpeſe,  motleſty; is perhaps, 

the malt ingenious device, that could 


poſſibly have ever beep ex * 
he wit and Adiesey of quanland,” 


| "Bur, eee eee 
to her Paſian, te annihilate herſelf, asi 

* Were, were, in the preſence Of her lover, 8 : 
| the part of a meer novice in the: ſcience. 
This is not #a laue tis 10 lang uiii 
and to fuffer Wee e 70 


do ſo too. 


11 would 


® This is one, among he many paſſdges, in- 
terſperſed throughout theſe writings, which af- 
+ ford admirable hints to our ſex. Modeſty is cer- 
tainly, che ſureſt charm, to win or wear a lover; 
Ve he delicate, or be he not. What has been ſaid 
of honeſty, may be affirmed of this quality, alſo ; 
that it is the 5% policy ; even ſuppoſing virtue, cha- 
rafter, and decency, out of the queſtion, 
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I would have a woman conduct her- 
ki with better economy, and addreſs. 
The greatneſs of her fondneſs does by 
no means juſtify her. The heart is a 
fiery courſer, whoſe. mettle ſhould be 
reſtrained. If you manage not his 
forces with horſemanſhip, his ſpirit will 
but the, ſooner jade him. The fame 
lukewarmneſs that you perceive in the 
lover, after theſe extraordinary tranf- 
Ports, you will alſo be ſenſible of in 
yourlelf and you will, both of you, in 
a mort time, find yourſelves equally 
inclined to quit the irrecoverable game. 
In fine, it requires more genius to love, 
and to increaſe and prolong the happi- 
of loving, than is too generally ima- 


gined. 


Till the moment of the fatal Yes, on 
whatever ferms granted, a woman has 
but little need of artifice, to preſerve 
her lover. Curiofity excites, defire im- 
pells, and hope ſuſtains. But when 

4 once 
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once ſucceſs has crowned the adventure, 
ſhe is called upon to uſe as much paigs 
to preſerve her lover, as it coſt him to 
win her. It requires that the deſire of 
bixing him ſhould inſpirit her policies; 
for the heart is like an ne, eaſier 
to take chan keep. 
3 
Beauty is ſufficient to win our love; 

but to inſure our conſtancy, ſomething 
more is neceſſary, There muſt be ſenſe, 
add refs, cleverneſs, and a certain quick- 
_ neſs of ſpirit. But unhappily, when they 
have once ceded the queſtion, they be- 

come too tender, they even prevent our 
wiſhes. It would be better, far our 
mutual advantage, were they leſs coy. 
before, and more reſerved. after. —[ 
muſt repeat it.— There is no way to 
poſtpone diſguſt, but by . the 
beger at leiſure, to form i its wiſhes, 


I hear them continually wid 
that our. indifference is generally the 
con- 
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conſequence of theit compliances; e- 
ternally reproaching us with the times, 
when whole ſummer ſuns rolled unper- 

'ceived away, in their company. Fruit- 
leſs chiding! *Tis upon themſelves, not 
on us, they ſhould call, to reſtore that 
happy and regretted æra. Let them 
forget the favours they have already 
granted, and they will not labour to ex- 
ceed them. Let them ſuffer us to for- 
get them, and we ſhall exact the leſs. 

Let them rouſe our affections by. new 
difficulties; let our ſollicitudes re vive 
in a word, ſuffer our doubts ſtill to re- 
quire freſh- proofs of a paſſion, the 
certainty of which ſo much abates 
the value. Thenceforward, they will 

have leſs. to complain of in us, and 

more to be laeBed with | in themſelves, $ 


1 tell ! it-to you "frankly, —the 4 
would be quite ſhifted, if women would 
conſtantly bear in mind, that their cle 


was always to receive petitions ours, 
H. 5. to 


to ſupplicare and earn He dee, 
That made to grant, they ought ne- 
ver to give. Reſerved even in the ex- 
ceſs of paſſion, they mould not yield 
themſelves up to it, without controul. 

Leave the lover always ſomething far- 
ther to deſire, and he will be obſequi- 
ous to obtain - it. Full compliatices 
render the moſt Leah charms of 
none effect, and ſoon difgaſt the very 
perſon who exacts them. This is not a 
P problem, but a truth ol e con. 
3 * Wl 5 2 1 


| Poſſeſſion plates all women Ale 

vel. The homely and” the fair, aſter 
their conqueſt, have no difference be- 
tween them, except the art of preſerv- 
ing {till our hearts. But what is com- 
monly the caſc? A woman thinks ſhe 
has nothing farther to do, than to 
be ſubmiſſive, fond, mild, even tem- 
pered and faithful. So far indeed, ſhe 
judges right, that theſe qualities ſhould 
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be the foundation of her character; 
they will ſecure our eſteem : but va- 
luable as they are, if not ſeaſoned 
with a ſpice of humour and caprice, 
they will ſuffer the flame to languiſh, 
fer want of air, and a certain weari- 
neſs and languor to obtain. Mortal 
e to che beſt conſtituted hearts. 


Do you know in fine, the reaſon 
why lovers are ſo ſoon tired of prof- 
perity? and why women pleaſe ſo \ 
little after having pleaſed ſo much? 

'Tis becauſe both parties have, each 
of them, an opinion equally falſe. 
One imagines that there is nothing 
mote to gain; and the other, that 
chere is nothing more to give. Up- 
on which notion, the one flackens his 
purſuit, and the other neglects to ex- 
ert herſelf; or at beſt, confines her ex- * 
ertion within the province of ſubſtantial d 
merit. They ſubſtitute reaſon and eſe | 


teem for paſſion. Then farewel the 
quick- 


* 


18% MADAME DE L/ENCLOS TO 


quickening ſalt of love: Adieu the 
wholeſome gales of jealous altercation, 


which purge the ſtagnant lake of ſub 


ſided affection. RE 


Ts! pi ih 1 Gs. chat the dead cal 


os; a fond commerce, ſhould be ſome- 
times ruffled by breezes, you will not, 
I hope, imagine that I would have two 
lovers ſpend their lives in ſquabbles to- 
gether. I would have their piques, 


their expoſtulations, to ariſe from the 


delicacies of love, alone: that the 


fair. one ſhould never, from. puſillani- 
mous acquieſcence, remit thoſe defe - 


rences and regards, which ſhe has both 
a natural, and a purchaſed right to: that 
from too tender a ſenſibility, ſhe would 
not make of love, a ſource of inqui- 
etudes, to embitter all her days: that 


by too ſcrupulous a conduct ſhe would 


not leave the lover in too great ſecu- 
rity that he has nothing to apprehend, 


ſrom has. quarter: in * that ſne 


ſhould 


: 
| 
"i 
. 
S 
: 


- 
— 00 "OTE aan oomo_— 
- 


among the moſt deſpicable of their ſex, 


U. 
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ſhould never, from too eaſy and even 
a diſpoſition; ha ve the weakneſs to par- 
reſpect and attention, which too ſecure 


lovers are apt to be careleſs about. 
7 Exper ience often proves * that women 


loſe the hearts of their huſbands or lo- 
vers, by an exceſs of indulgence and 
remiſſneſs. Ho weak a conduct! They; - 
make a merit of ſacrificing every thing; 


to them; they ſpoil, and render them 


ungtrateful. Too much bounty turns 
againſt themſelves at laſt; for by uſes 


they begin to look upon that as their, 
right, which was at firſt, ne _ 


wp as a favour. . 


5 Here you to women, even 


to govern with a rod of iron, treat like 
vaſſals, thoſe unfortunate perſons who 
happened to fall under their power, 
rendering them contemptible to the eyes 
1 the morld,: by the ones and arbi-- 


— 
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trary ſway they bear over them. And 
yet, are not theſe. the wives and miſ- 
treſſes, who generally the longeſt. 
maintain their empire | I know that a 
woman of ſenſe, breeding or moral, 
will never frame her conduct, upon 
ſuch unſeemly examples as theſe. 80 
militant an air is repugnant to the ſoft- 
neſs of feminine manners, and contrary 
to that. propriety and decency,. which 
make the charm, even of thoſe things 
which lead them aſide from virtue. 
But, midway between the termagant 
and milk- ſop, may perhaps be found 
the claſs of women the fitteſt to go- 
vern us, both for the continuance of 
our happineſs, and their own. We 
are a ſort of ſlaves, that too much leni- 
ty renders inſolent; and we frequently 
require to be treated like thoſe in 

America —with diſcipline and chains. 
We have in our minds, a certain in- 
nate notion of juſtice, which informs 
us 2 hand that rules us, may fall 
heavy 
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heavy upon us ſometimes, with * 
and we therefore aequieſoe without a 


* 
. S 
* » 


To conclude—In every thing that 
Falls within the province of love, wo- 
men ought to be our abſolute ſovereigns. 
Tis from their hands alone, we are to 
receive our happineſs and. pleaſures. 
And ithey will infallibly ſupply our dives 
with both, when they ſhall have learn- 
ed to manage our affections with judg- 
ment, to moderate their own with diſ- 

cretion, and to maintain their Way, 
| 1 Fs or abuſing i. 

Raine e i — 


LETTER XLV. 


N ths words 1 will hos you, 
A Marquis. In order to profit of the 
counſels of St Evremond, a woman 
muſt have firſt excited a ſtrong paſſion in 
her lover, and have conceived but a ſlight 
. | one 


one in herſelf. To the reſt, we ſhall 
diſcuſs thoſe points at a more leiſure 


interval. I proceed now, to your oun 
concerns. | 


The facrifice,' that the Counteſs has. 
required from you, deſerved well the 
price you have ſet upon it. To quit a 
woman for her, Who by her whole be- 
haviour toward you, has declared her- 


ſelf willing to accept you, upon your 


own terms.—to renounce her publick- 
ly, in the very preſence of her rival; 
and with ſo little ſaving to the pride of 
the forſaken fair, was really an effort 
which merited the higheſt recompence. . 
She could never have framed a better 


pretence for making vou preſent of 
her 0 


But to fix upon ſo ſignal an occaſion, 
as the day the Marchioneſs received her 
firſt viſits; to chuſe a time when the 
low cit had the vanity and preſumption 

8 of 
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to put on all her attractions, and diſ- 
pute the prize with a woman of quality; 
to ſpeak to her only, en paſſant; to ap- 
pear wholly wrapt up in the pleaſure 
of ſecing her rival, to entertain her ap- 
part, and to form all her parties This 
is an outrage, that can never be forgiy- 
en; and the ſinanciere, depend upon it, 
will never be at peace within herſelf, 
untill ſhe. has taken ample. yg” 
for ſo ihe iN an affront. 


"on to the ſecond, e of your 
letter. - You. interrogate - me whether 
the laſt favour, or rather, the laſt fault, 
be a convincing argument of a woman: 
love. e ed " 


K. 3 


Les —if you ee to be her firſt 
paſſion; and that ſhe has either delica- 
cy or virtue. But even in this caſe, the 
proof is neither more certain, nor more 
flattering, than the many leſſer tokens 
af her fondneſs, ſhe muſt have ſuffered 

| to 
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to eſcape her, before. Every thing, 
' that is ſaid or done by a woman who 
truly loves, even the moſt infigni- 
ficant to common apprehenfion, are 
full as ſure marks of paſſion, as thoſe 
Which you make ſuch a rout about. 


| ey RY add, eur Heeren this wo- 
man ſhould happen to be of à certain 
complexion, the laſt favour may be ra- 
ther a leſſer proof of her. paſſion, than 
many other ſacrifices or condeſcenſions, 
which perhaps might have been deem- 


acconnt of. For, in that inſtance, ſhe 
mig" have - conſidered "hetfelf, more 
| than you: She may have trad ſo much 
intereſt in complying, as to leave you 
nothing to be vain of, in perſuading. 
ay” bn in 5 place, N have 


— a woman once, ho had 
been overcome, two or three times, 
by 


17 . 


ed of too mall moment to be made | 
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by perſons whom flic had no particular 
ed; had ſighed and ſued in vain. It 
may therefore happen, that the laſt 
ſavour ſhall not prove any thing in the 
-the/is you propoſe. On the contrary, 
a man may obtain it ſometimes,” from 
-awoman's indifference toward him. We 
never reſpect ourſelves ſo highly, as be- 
fore thoſe we eſteem; and it muſt 
therefore, require a ſtronger degree of 
paſſion, to hurry a woman of any ſen- 
a iment, into a breach of decorum, be- 
fore one whoſe good opinion ſhe: ſets 
account by. Your boaſted triumphs 
then, may frequently ariſe from mo- 
tives, which far from ſatisfying your 
pride, might mortify your vanity, to to 

the laſt degree, were . ingenu- 
Rur confeſſed. a 


Fd 


—_ perceives, for exacriple, 2 e 
dacken in bis rn, on reſiſtance. 


Hit | One 


— 
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One fears his elopement, 0 throw | 
himſelf at the feet of ſome kinder fair. 
Care for him or not, one cares not to 
loſe him. Ir is always humiliating to 
ſee one's ſelf forſaken. One yields, meer- 
ly for want of knowing any mn 
thod of ſtaying him. The fault ſnould 
not lie at her door: If he quits her af- 
ter, the blame be his. For as women 
attach themſelves more ſtrongly, by the 
very favours they beſtow, they are led 
into a vain notion, that ſurely gra- 
titude ſhould form a cloſer tye, on the 
receipt of them. ps sten 201 


* 
* * * * 
l -. 134 #* 3,5 a 


Others comply: n en motives; 
curioſity determines one; ſne would 
know what love is. Another, on de- 
fect of the charms of. beauty, would at- 
tract by thoſe of pleaſure. A third, 
has conceived an ambition to attach a 
man whoſe devoirs may flatter her vani- 
ty; and ſacrifices every thing to this 


1 | 14 principle. 


K 
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principle. Others may yield thro com- 
paſſion, opportunity, importunity, re- 
ſentment to a faithleſs lover, &c.— 
But. enough. In ſhort, the heart is ſo 
capricious, and the reaſons which deter- 
mine it fo whimſical. and various, that 
it is impoſſible to enumerate all the 
ſprings that govern its motions. But, 
if we are apt to miſtake the means of 
fixing ye, ye are alſo as often deceived 
with regard to the proofs of our paſ- 
ſion. Was there any delicacy among 
your ſex, they would perceive tokens 
of our fondneſs in many things, more 
than our moſt fignal favours,” 


Tell me Matquis, | what have I done 
to Monſieur de Coulanges? He has not 
come near me, this month paſt. - Tho? 
in my own defence, I muſt ſay, that I 
always received him with the higheſt 
politeneſs. He is one of the moſt agree- 
able men I know. I ſhall be angry, 
if you a not bring him to ſee me, on 

. my 


hear him ſing the laſt ode he has com 
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my return from Venſailles. I long on 


poſed; thay Gy dt coral fine. 
433 2 WA #1 e [ | — % 
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1 £8 ne. 


LETTER NIV __ 


v Uma polite, Ms 
in your expreſſions upon my ab- 
ſence. If I have not written to you 
ſince my coming to the country, it was 
becauſe I thought. I had. left you in a 

molt; proſperous ſituation; and this con- 
ſideration rendered me quite eaſy about 
you. Beſides, I thought that love ſhould 
be indulged in all its rights, as its 
friendſhip is a quite different province, 
I waited patiently, till ſome interval of 
pleaſure might afford you leiſure, to at- 
tend to tas pennt | 


Do you. koaw how I mh al 
the while? I amuſed myſelf with com- 
bining 


| 5 , 0 
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bining the events which muſt naturally 
ariſe, from the- ſituation of affairs, in 
which I left your little ſociety. I knew 
the arts of the Counteſs, againſt her 
rival, and concluded that an open rup- 
ture mule be the conſequence. of them. 
I foreſaw:that the Marchioneſs would 
take part, rather with the latter; for 
the financiere is not quite ſo handſome 
as the former ; which muſt have been a 
deciſive argument, for declaring, in her 
favour, as this alliance leaves her in leſs. 
danger of an, eclipſe. TI knew that all 
this would terminate in a ſquabble, a» 
mong the women; but throughout this 
revolution, I am glad to find, that your 
good fortune ſtill maintains its enen 


Every day will 1 you with new 
reaſons; for loving and eſteeming your 
charming Counteſs. A woman of ſuch - 
real merit, and ſo engaging a. figure, 
muſt win upon you, in proportion to 
your ee with her. Let no- 

3 thing 
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thing weaken your attachment to ber. 
Tou have, tis true, obtained a confel. 
fion'of her'paſſion'toward you. Ts the 
the lels eſtimable, upon that account ?. 
Ovught it not rather, to augment the 


value of a prize, every degree of cer. 


tainty you acquire, of your being the 
ole poſſeſſor? Nay, ' ſhould ſhe even 


yield you the /aft proof, which was the 


ſubject of a late letter, Donne. 4 this to 


* 
— 
1 21 


You'll excuſe my esch but 1 can- 
not help ſaying, that the happy, of your 
ſex, too often betray a moſt unmanly 
meanneſs of ſentiment, breeding and 
moral, in their conduct, toward the 
unhappy, of ours. Their narrow ſouls 


make no diſtinction, between a weal- 
meſs, and a vice; and puniſh for mi. 


fortunes, as for crimes. What height 
of depravation, to add inſult to per- 
fidy ! Can they not become inconſtant, 
without being unjuſt, alſo? Were it 
— 1 "WC 
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not enough, that apathy ſucceed to paſo 
ſoon, but muſt diſguſt purſue defire ? Even 
were ſhe criminal, is it the receiver, the 
accomplice, that ſhould inflict the pe- 
nalty? A banditti would behave with 

more juſtice, with more honour. They 
 _ne'er betray—they ne'er impeach—ex- | 
ye to _ a life © | . 


Preſerve then, your ſentiments for the 
— Counteſs, intire, to the end; nor ever, 
let your event be what it may, ſuffer ' 
a falſe opinion to interrupt the progreſs, - 
which her merits muſt naturally make, 
both in your affections and eſteem. It 
is not their defeat, in itſelf, which ought 
to render women deſpicable... The man- 
ner in which they defend, ſurrender, 
and conduct themſelves after, ſhould 
be the ſole rule of thoſe judgments, the 
world has a right to form, either = 

* or contempt, ä 


Madame 
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them who hear. Madame de la Hayel te 


Madame de la Fayette, you ſay, ſeems. 
to think, chat my laſt letter was on too 
free a ſubject? You ſee what cenſures- 
your indiſcretion bas laid me under- 
Aut, ſhe did. not conſider, that I wag nο 
mote culpable in that Pe than a 
lecturer in anatomy. I analize the 
moral, as he diſſects the natural man. 
Would you not think him too ſcrupu- 
laus, to omit in his courſe, thoſe parts 


ol his ſubject, which might afford to: idle 


minds, occaſions of looſe reſiection? It! 
is not the nature of things, that conſti- 
tutes indecence; neither the words, nor 


even the ideas. Tis the intention, of 


thoſe ho ſpeak, or the deptavity, of, 


is the perſon in the world, whom I 
ſhould- have leatt ſuſpected, for ſuch a 


 cxiticiſm. I ſhall wait upon the Coun- 


teſs to: morrowʒ and cbnvinee ber of 
La Fayette's error.. 
| Addie. 1 


LET- 


05 
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pe Ju imagine, Marquis 

„that -Thould be ſurprized, at che 
new lures the uancirre Has thrown out 
before you? Do you think I am 4 
ſtranger to women? 1 hever doubted. 
for a moment, that ſhe would uſe every 
artifice of coquetry, to ſnatch you from 
the Obuntefs. She may pertiaps, have 
conceived ſome little inclination toward 
you, herſelf; but moderate your vanity 
upon that occaſion; for be aſſured, that 
her moſt aRiveirmotiye i is, the tranſport 
of revenge. Her pride is intereſted to 
mbrtify her val for Havieg already 
obtained the preference,” Women ries 
ver forgive" ſuch” an affront as this. 
And if he who is the ſubject of the 
quarrel, be not the principal object of 
their pique, they aways make uſe of 
him, for the purpoſes of their reſents 
ment. 1 


12 You 
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7 Lou have met with in the fuanriert, 


all you required i in the Counteſs, to con- 
firm your attachment to her. She ten- 


ders you ſpontaneouſly, che reward of 


thoſe. ſeryices you proffer, and which 


by way of further compromiſe, ſhe 


may perhaps, temit you. And I much 


| fear, you are indelicate enough, "to: ac- 
cept of ſuch mean terms. For, to your 


ſhame be it ſpoken, the motto of all 


men s hearts is, To the moſt coniphing... 


But, ſhould you not bluſh, to es 


the leaſt reproach from the Coun- 
dess? What fort of perſon do you 
; ſeem to prefer before. her? A woman, 


without delicacy or love; moved by 


50 attractions, but thoſe of pleaſure; 


more vain chan ſenſible; more volup- 


tus than tender; and more amorous 
than fond: who values nothing in 


you, but your youth —and the ha 


which attend it. Wy 


240% #*% 
You 


e gute afble of the x 19 
e of her rival; you acknow 
the wrongs you do her you” can 
. yourſelf. to be a monſter of eie 
and yet you cannot exert. reſolution 
enough, to merit her forgiveneſs! * In 
truth Marquis, I am at a 1ols to zec- 
count for you; and begin to meh 114 
Madame de Sevigne,who ſays, that her ſon 
Eno s his duty: and can reaſon 1 upon, it 
well ; but his paſſions hurry him away 3 
Mes I AE OT ION 
5 e's „ ie LEP £26k 


— 
* 


of lt would be idle here, to repeat to me 
what I formerly advanced, about the 

cavalier manner in which the affair of 
love. was to be treated. At that time, 
I rather amuſtd myſelf with ſome light 
reflections, than pretended to give you 
advice in form. Beſides, the queſtion 
then, pres paly a fight, a W e 
21 


3 ehe le n based 1 ü her 


i 


. 1 rary 


Kind, or unkind, we equally loſe 1e 


| rary. atraghment, 4 common miſtreſs; 
but your preſent ſituation is of quite a 
different nature. am certain, that 
chere js.not, in the hole circuit of Po- 
nn, any woman, who can be brought 
even within the degrees of compariſon, 
with that amiable. perſon you are now 
| quitting, ſo fooliſhly... And for What 
kreaſon, I pray you? Becauſe for ſooth, 
ber reſiſtance mortifies your. vanity / 


What bonds remain there, mee 
. Tuch fugitives? van ut ch 
"ni, I agree with you, that 
when-a- paſſion is in embers, it is no eaſy 
matter to receive the flame. One basit 
16 more in their tower 11 continue: love, 
than they had to refit iti I confeſs the 
truth of ſuch maxims, but confeſs them 
with regret, when 1 conſider, that in 
conſequence of them, you are quitting 
the jewel, for the paſte; that you re- 
nounce à ſolid an and laſting 
pleafures, , 


* 
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Pleaſures, for Ns) aj and capri- 
eious appetites, © ML 


But, I'forefes- that aa my- reafonings | 
will not reclaim you. I begin even to 
apprehend, that you are grown: weary 
of my moral; and. to ſpeak the truth, 
I think it almoſt ridieulous to preach 

up cotiſtancy to you, after it has ap- 
q” peared your love has ceaſed, and that 

your heart is mad. I reſign you there - 
fore, to your evil genius; ann . 
may perhaps, ſtill have good - nature, or 
curioſity enough, to accompany you in - 
your future wanderings. What avails 
it to afflict one's: ſelf? Should Jaſſume 
the air of a pedagogue ?—Not I trol 
We. ſhould-: neither of us gain any 
thing by the bargain. - I ſhould only ä 
tire — without reforming you. 
i au 1M fare you well. 


i a, 
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1 Maſt as Marquis,” — 
late behaviour toward the Coun- 
wks had put me a good deal out aß 
humour with you; and I was very near 
breaking off all commerce between ur- 
upon — what a good · for · no · 


thing fort of fellow you are. But — 
eaſineſs with which I have relented at 
your inſtances, makes me imagine, that 


my friendſhip for you, has ſome min. 
. ee ane 197: , 


What Fen fay 3 is true „ dur 
to continue one's attachment 10 à per ſon, 
only 'while they liſten io our counſels, is bur 
being balf a a friend. The more danger- + 
ous your ſituation is, the leſs. certainly, 
1] ſhould abandon you. But, one is 
not always maſler of their firſt move- 
ments. Whatever efforts I made, to 


þ 
— 


10 


 philoſophize away your guilt,were borne 


down, 


— 


. by the Mana intereſts I had | 


taken, in the misfottunes of my fair 
ally. And who could avoid thinking 
you highly criminal, when you” hall 
given ſo charming a woman cauſe of 
complaint againſt you? But at preſent; 
ſince: 1 find her ſituation beginning to 
grow caſier, every day, I am almoſt 
anne nien | 


2 


1 ſhall-henceforth, content myſelf ir 
compaſſionating her, without ever urging 


you any farther, upon this ſubject; ſo 


let us carry on our former. intercourſe, 
with the ſame careleſs freedom as be- 
tore: Neu. need apprehend no more 


lectures from mez for I perceiye they 
would, alter this, be both uſeleſs, and 8 


out of ſeaſon. 1 6 


Ln ehen. ade, 
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| 7 ou never imagined 


e tht 
koi * one 's ſelf from 4 mif- 
treſs, than to gain one. However, 
you have experience of it in your om 
caſe, at preſent. Your diſguſt at the finan- 
ciere, ſurprizes me only in this, that it 
did nat happen fooner. Can it be poſ- 
lible, that acquainted as you are with 
her character, you can be ſo far impo- 

ſed upon by her, as to miſtake the deſ- 
pair ſhe affects at your indifference, for 
- the-ſymptotn of a real paſſion ? That 
you ſhould till remain the dupe of her 
intrigue, not only raiſes / my wonder; 
but compaſſion too. Yet, is it not 
your own vanity that helps to carry on 
the illuſion ? And in truth, it is one of 
a very peculiar nature, which can be 
able to flatter you with the love of ſuch 
a woman. But men are really, fo ſelf- 
ſufficient, 


r unt DE enten 05 


ſufficient, that they would be puffed up 
with the fondneſs of the moſt abandon- 
ed courteſan. n 1090 1 wil 2 
But, pickt Underehe were. A 

woman thi you quit, who is of the 
character of your amorous fair, has, be — 
aſſured; no manner of concern in her | 
misfortune; except for her own ſingle 

intereſt, She would endeavour, by her 

emotions and her tears, to perſuade 

you, that your merit and accompliſh. 

ments are the ſole cauſes of her regret: 

that the failure of your affections is 

the only loss ſhe has, to lament : : and 

chat the khows no perſon upon earth, 

who can de ce of n her 

damage: .: x 


>" wg 
9 


But, all 'theſs a are ah dif- 
enuous. It is not an afflicted, mil. 
5 who implores you. *Tis a vain 
woman, mortified at having her own 
inconſtancy anticipated; piqued at the- 


weak 


—— of 2 
trated: hom to ſupply your loſs, on the 
ſudden ; proud to aſſume an air of ſens! 
ſibility, and to appear deſerving of a 
better fate. In a word, ſhe only ſeems 
to juſtify. that maxim of Monſieur de la 
Rachefaucault, tbat women lament not 
ibeir lovers for forſaking them, ſo'1 much 
as bo he e ee 15 


* ' ' f 4 15 
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7 U dae ridiculous for the Gull 
| e an harangue on ſentiment , and 
indeed ſhe muſt have a. very light opi- 
nion of you, to think of impoſing ĩt 
on Jou. But, let us fois Mee on this 
point. The Chevalier is at preſent; diſ- 
engagell. Get him to replace you with 
her; and I dare anſwer for it, that in 
a letter or two, at the fartheſt, you will 
let me have the ſatisfaction to hear, that 
ber 1 ag has been pexſertly't conſoled. 
4: woman, at her time of life regina 


—— — 
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to eſt ſhe: mighsinot- be 
able to make herſelf, amends: for che 
loſs of 2 lover, and may be obliged to 
undervalue her charms, by being re- 
duced to accept the firſt offer. Her 
concern may perhaps be real, bur 
you may more probably, miſtake the YH 
fources of ng ge her bonds — 
aſunder, without remorſe. In a puncti - 
lio of conſtancy or delicacy for ſuch an 
object, you muſt certainly appear as ri- 
diculous, as u were truly criminal in 715 | 
yon deficiency in both theſe wir 1 
upon a late occaſion. 9 cer { 
N ee ee 5 
- 85 * remember Ma Fe 
WL, & Coulanges Laid = ohe 
y, pon g general topic; that n- 
9 wy 4 virtue, in perſons F ordinaty . 
merit ah. Have they had the fortune 
to win the favour of ſome capricious. 
fair, the conſciouſneſs of their on. , 
flight worth, fixes their attachments, 5 
and intimidates from adventure; in 


3 deſpair 


E dense 
fs: Sümeclently happy in having tber n 
brit by ſurprize, they fear to loſe a Jub=* 


unte, by graſping at a ſhadow! And asthe 
ſmalleſt interval of conſideration, might 
afford the miſtreſs leiſure; to reflect up- 

on-theflight value of the over, What is 
, their policy ? They make a virtue of ne-" 1 
chi; they found a fuperſtition upon 

love; and employ reaſon to preſerve. a 
heart, which they owe meefly to ca- 
1 Oey 


piice, do accident, or furprize: 


* 98 *2 441 i 32 IS i i 1 ; 2 1 1 18 1 4 


Prithee do not rank pour m- . l 
. oe Hearts are the can 
gilan ry * amiable perſons the com- 
modities of this commerce: ation id 
the life of trade, and equally benefits the” 
community. A rſo then,” 
is as. Abel as cg avs arreſts. 
the medium of traffic, and hoards up. a. 
trealöre uſtlefs in itſelf, unleſs ſet free. 
for the emolument of others, Ns Do, 
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Beſides, hate atis faction is there in 
a miſtreſs . to whom on is held attach 
edi by reaſom only ?: How languick the 
- pleaſure! What violence ſuſtained, in 
feigning to love Where paſſion has ſure? 
ceaſed?- It rarely bappels, chat fondnefs* 
becomes extinct on both fides; at the 
ſame time ʒ and then, what a misfor- 
tane is conſtancy l It may de compared 
to the cruelty of that antient 
whor Cmfnedl che RVing ulld the Geadt t, 
gtther? What diffeterite is chere, . 
tween — a ae 


1 711 688 N. the 4 bi; EITHER 0 


Root out a W 1 7 — "Ty 0 h. 
ious to ſociety. Follow my advice 
tender your addreſſes to the Preſide 
widow you mentioned to me latel); me 


perhaps Tye a little heavy on 4005. 
now and then; but at Teaft,” the wilt 
not degrade your paſſion! * 1. a$ you 
ſay; ſhe be as deficient in ſenſe, as e 
abounds in beauty, her empire will not 
continue long; you will be then; the 

wt ſooner 


vou may not — 9 dns 
dannen for I — from the lber | 


— 


come quite a une pun — 
ſyſtem you have adopted, is perfectix 
in that character; and is of admirable 
economy. Never to finiſh one amour, 
till yuu have commenęed another; and. 
not to withdraw yourſelf, from a. firſt / 
engagement, but in proportion to your 
progreſs in a ſecond.— Can any thing 
be better contrived? But, as all theſe 
ſage p ecautions may leave one un- 
luckily unprovided; as ſome event be- 
yond the reach of human forebghy, may 
poſſibly diſconcert your politics, or ra- 
ther, - confound your: devices — to eſtabliſh 
it as a principle, to part always aon 
friendly terms with your former mi- 
treſſes, in order to reſerve ſomewhat to 
amuſe you! vexations—this, 1 muſt 2 


> A HS 


68 


larm me if I did not know my heat 
well. But, I recollect that it ĩs at pre- 


2 G 2 1 2 r 775 cum 


Mt, 


* 


rey not know how I have the cou 4 
rage to write you ſuch long and filly: - 

letters. L find ſo much pleaſure in cor- 

reſponding with you, that it would a- 


_ ſent. diſengaged; and I muſt therefore: 
keep on my guard, for ſome time, aas . 

find. you have fallen into a humeur | 
lately, of ſaying tender things to me, 
and I don't know how ſoon I mat 4e 2300 


it into may head to believe uu. 218 


542 
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ſnot ons 4 
> pleaſe, but I do affirm it for a 


truth, that you are not in reality, ſmit- 


tem with the fair Profdbrie.:: Believe 


heart, than you do yourſelf. I have 


known a nuinber of well-· meaning peo 
ple, with alf the ſincerity in the world, 
imagine like you, that they were migh- 
Hdly in love; while in fact, they were 
not in the leaſt actuated by any one 
mee b rae 100 Hatt 


45 7 415 2 *. 


It in ef Un7diſurders--of hs 8 


- as it is of thoſe of the body; ſome ares 


real, and others imaginary. Every 
thing that attaches yon to a woman, is 
not always love. The habit of being 
together, the facility of ſeeing each 
other, the flying from one's ſelf, the 
amuſements of galantry, the deſire of 
1A L p 
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| _ pleaſing, the hope of ſucceſs; in a 
word; a thoufand other mptives, which 
reſemble an elephant us much s à paſ- 


ſion, are what men, more frequent) 


than is imagined; miſtake: for love: 
and women alſo aſſiſt to confirm you in 
this. error: Flattered at the homage 
they receive, while i it feeds their-varlityy 
they rarely examine into the philoſophy 
of the matter. And are they not in 
che right of it? re 1 pleas 

ſute would they . 1 l 1 AY 
40 45 ie PLOT 1 YG en 


Ts as bits d bes bar bnd, 


tioning, you may add another, whit 


zs as likely as any, to deceive you with 


regt to the nature of your affections 


| cat a6 At —— 
into her weeds ; and has lately refuſed! 


the addreſſes of a man of high metirand/ 


ly flatter Lange vanity more, than ſuch a 


cofuqueſt 3 which might procure you at 


vc 


accompliſhments: Nothing could ſure- 


*£113 Leb.. TT OE 4 L. N nec“! 


— 


un. * 


ar Fee e 
once 82 ame, 
geperally d buffed! vp with, 1 T his fries 
fe is, what. vou call love; * and 


18 CP 


ceive 100; for : when ſanguine 
Baye, once conceived; an 
order, the moſt foreign Kata s 
ap53a be referred to the rea! a. 
"vet 84 . 
1. may be. corcttaining 
time, ta hear with What N 
you will ſpeak of your ſuppoſed fenti- 
ments; how ſeriouſly you will thin 
- they have a right to; challenge a grate- 
Woll return, ;, And; what may be 117 
— Ginter ſtill, would be the deferences ti at 
we herfelf might, imagine 10 be their, 
due. But, the event may gleat up your 
Ming, and you will then; be 
the. ficlt,.. to laugh! at that, air of impdt- 
tance you had Siren to to, infignilicane - ; 
an ae. 8 1431. Ac 118 7> bo 
SAME IEA { $6433244þ Ao LL e n 
Ee Lell you the whole.of my. opi-, 
a about me” 4, T am perſuaded that 


17955 
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may be 8: difficult matter to vnde © 


; 


Tit MARS DE SEN. 
vou will never be in love again. o 
will be ſenſible for the future, of hut 
| mn: likivgs, ſlight attachments, 
or capricious, engagement. Its arrows 
Lil bur 1 ſlightly glance o'er your cnat 
of mail, Tou will no more indeed, ſuſ- 
tain its pains ; but can you eber again, 
experience its-pleaſures ? Can you ever 


Sen to find, in ſuch extempore paſſions 


as youthaye thrown: yourſelf away upon, 
bs ol thoſe delicate and delicious mo- 
ments, which formerly framed your 
higheſt bliſs! 1 do not mean to flatter 


vou z but I think [ owe you the juſtice 
to ſay, that your heart is formed for 


pleaſures. It is not you there- 


reßined 
| fore, upon whom I charge the 


dimpation of your preſent” life; it is 


upon the filly young men you aſſociate 
| with ;) with whom the w/e of pleaſure 
is. its abuſe; and example leads you, 
But this giddineſs of the ſenſes, will 


bs then ſenfible—at leaſt, Lwiſh, 


ſooner or later, cure itſelf; and you 


4 
* 
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a 
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. 
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Il 


e ee erer ther- 


tuation of your heart. You think that 


it is enamburedꝭ of the Prefidentey yo 


wilt: then perreive ydur error. Vb 
think. that t has ctaſed all ſentiment 


for che Counteſz. But remember what 
ou told you. A time may come, 
hen we ſhall talk upon this ſubſect, 


wit more pleaſure and leiſure. Let us 


proceed how to the elt of your arc. 


_— 
A Dae 


I believe you wil herd Ray, Marc 


abi} bur you were at a loſs hom to 


employ your dime this morning, when 


youwamuſer yourſelf in. reading pber alt 
my letters]; and I'fadoy that you were! 


not 4 little out of humour alſo, by your 
Playing the cyitie upon them as you haves 


done. Some brilliant party, ſome flats. 


tering aſſignation, "muſt certainly have 
filed you juſt then; But 1 do not 


mean to elude the difficulty you pro- 


my <7 IT 900” ſay, to oontradict 
22 - 1 a 


R AN DE SEVIGONE: args © 
My alk. atten? - Should I acknowledge 
this to be true, might I not, at the ſame 


Ame, make the apology chat la Bruyere 


did. 0 ſome cavils of: the ſame kind ? 
A is nat I that contratiat we ke the 


. upon which eee We cf 
f But ee | 
all I have faid on this fabject is falſe 2 1 
Lan har dy think you ſo.ignorant; .How- 


ever, it is not unlikely that being per- 
plexed by the various ſituations I have 


Pups you * — might haye appeared 


ometimes to 


upon ſeeing you in danger of falling into 


error, I might have Preſſed too far thoße 
h weakly, urged might be 
thought. too inſufficient to have.reclaim- 


truths, 


ed you?,,. How do I know, in fine, but 


that being intereſted in the happineſs of 
a friend, my warmth to ſerve her may 


have. 8 what warped my ſincerity ? 


2 But 


deſtroy thoſe maxims 1 
had before advanced, upon different 
* May it not be probable, that. 


Wah. 


wo 41 — nnn, 


- But one would fancy that I was as 
Pan to anſwer ſeriouſly to the 
cavils of your letter. Might I not 
have perceived at firſt ſight, that there 
was more pique than criticiſm in It? 
But this is the laſt time you ſhall ever 
| abuſe my good-nature. Adieu. I am 
doing to conſole myſelf for your ingta- 
titude, with the converſation of Mon- 

fieur dle. A very oy 


pron rom you Ife you. 


Whit pity *tis, that you are not 4 
woman]! I ſhould have ſa much plea- 
ſure in diſputing with you about our 


— 


new-faſhioned' head · dreſſes. I never | 


faw any thing ſo enormous as the height 
of them. However Marquis, I really 
think that if the Prefidente does not 
put on one, incontinently, you cannot 
in decency, continue ae devoirs JL 
kin 80 ber. | 


LETTER 11 2 A 
| ae} 
FT 18 chen a ſettled Air, it Gems) : 
Say what I will, you remain ſtill 
enamoured of the Prefidente.- She has: 
ſacrificed a beloved. rival to you, 
and you are in triumph. How rea- 
oy dy is your vanity to take advantage 
of every ching! But, I ſhouſd laugh 
heartily, if your boaſted victory ſhould” 
end in her giving you an audience of 
| leave, in a day or two: For, it is not 
at al impoſſible, but that the ſacrifice 
you ſo much glory in, may be meerly 
a fineſſe d amour. During the free com- 
meérce you have had among women, 
have you never picked up ſo much ex- 
perjence, as to ſulpect every ſentiment 
they affect? But, if your yielding fair 
one ſhould have only played you off, to 
awake the drowſy paſſion of her former 
Celadon; if you ſhall find yourſelf, 

VeuTl K 
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alter all, but made a tool of, and uſed 
as the whip of artifice, or ſpur of j jea- 
louſy, I. beg you. may not loſe your 
ſenſes, | in wonder and amazement. | | 


1 he Profidents you'll tell” me, has Ke 
the leaſt manner of cunning, and is 


therefore incapable of ſuch a ſtratagem. 


My dear Marquis, love is an admirable | 
tutor; and the dulleſt perſons imagi - 
nable in other matters, frequently dif- 
cover a more ſubtle, juſt and certain 
diſcernment than the wiſeſt heads, 
| where the intereſt of their hearts hap- 
pen to come into queſtion. But, let 
us quit your particular inſtance, and 
ſpeak in general, of men in the * 
circumſtances. 


Tbey imagine, juſt as 1285 do, that 
5 the ſacrifice which is made them of a 


rival, ſuppoſes their ſuperiority over 
him. But how often does it happen, 


that the formality of this renounce, is 
a meer 


. 
v 


kw en DE Nane 4 
a meer farce? If ſhe really diſcards 
| kim) uber the loved him, or the did 
| not. If ſhe had loved bim, tis plain 
by her quitting, that ſhe loves him no 
longer: And in that caſe, what glory 
have you to boaſt, upon ſuch a pre- 
ference ? If ſhe never loved him, what 
have you to be proud of, in triumph- 
ing over a man, toward whom ſhe mo 
Aways ery indifferent Vt bf 


— 


; There i ts rt caſe 4s, EY 
you may be preferred, without having 8 
any more reaſon to flatter yourſelf on 
the conqueſt; and that is, when the 
vanity of your miſtreſs is greater than 
her paſſion for the diſgraced lover. Your 
rank, figure, character and fortune may 
determine ſuch a one in your fayour. 
It is very rare, I ſpeak 1 it to the con · 
fuſion of women, nor are men a bit 
more rational in this reſpect, that 4 
lover, who has nothing but paſſion and 
high ſentiments to urge, can long ſtand 
K 2 his 
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b ground, prog one pies is Gilli 


guiſhed by his quality, bis ſtation, 
his dependents, his liveries, N 
Pe. „ ES LEES 


2% Beſides,” the deceaſed preſi- - 


dent was a judge, and without doubt 
as formal and old-faſhioned as his band 


or peruke. What an impreflion' to be 


- worn away, by a courtier and a war- 


rior ſuch as you | 1 ** e "Up 


of The paſlage which follows here, in the French, 


appears unintelligible to me, The conſtruction 


of the words is eaſy enough, but the meaning or 
ſcope of them, is difficult. I have, therefore, 


lleſt them ont in the tranflation'; chuſing rather 
to give no ſenſe, than nonſenſe. But ſhall give 
- them-here, in the original, to exerciſe the inge- 


nuity of my readers. Des que PAmant le plus 
tendre peut faire rougir une femme ; des qu'elle 


' n'6ſe avouer ſon Vainqueur; des qu'elle n'6ſe 


meme ſe faire un merite de la ſacrißer, je le pre- 
dis, {ſon regne ne ſera pas long. Elle ne ſera em- 
barrafſce que de choifir dans toutes le bonnes 
rg Welle aura de le mat 


. 


Well "hn vill you believe my 
ne What did 1 tell you 
lately? Has the Chevalier found it 
ſuch a difficulty to perſuade your Pene- 
lupe? This deſponding miſtreſs, juſt 
 *expiring on the loſs of one lover, in 
lefs than a fortnight, has accepted an- 

other, pretends a paſſion for him, ſur- 
renders, and is forſaken. Has ſhe loſt 
Any time, think- you? - Your ſentiments 

4 hc * won ae b Adleu. ö 
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"ES e it is to my friend- 

- ſhip, it is to my counſels, that 
ihe Counteſs owes the tranquillity ſhe 
now begins to enjoy. But I cannot 
- Eonceive for what reaſon you ſhould. 

complain of the indifference ſhe marks 
toward you. And do you expect pity 

from me! I ſhall have great compaſſion 

- for the wounds of vanity truly ! Men 

are the oddeſt creatures! They would 
„ have 


. hate of one you have now no longer 


922 MADAME DE: L'ENCLOS 10 . 
have women ſtill regard them as objects 


of conſequence, tho' in quitting them 
they generally neglect nothing to mr 
Rd their ie toward them. 


72. 3 


| What fignifies to v0, 3 


any paſſion for? Your jealouſy of the 


little Duke, is fo. unaccountably ridi- 


-culous, that it made me laugh outright, 


when I came to that part of your letter. 


Is it not natural and rational too, that 


a woman ſhould conſole herſelf for your 


loſs, by liſtening to the addreſſes of a 
perſon who knows ſo much better, how 


to prize her beauty and merit? Now 


prithee inform me, my good client, by 
what rule in equity you are become 

plaintiff in- this ſuit ? Examine your con- 
ſecience, and ſubſcribe to Madame ge 


 SevignP's expreſſion, that your WA 
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Hlowever, the propofition you make 


me is whimfical enougk. It would be 


ſome ſport certainly, to affiſt in ybur 
ſcheme of revenge, againſt your faith- 
-lefs* miſtreſs.” ' If it was only out of 
ſpleen, on one hand, and for the oddity 7 
of the thing, on the other,” we ſhould = 
commence à fort of à mock-amour, 
forthwith. But fuch a frolic may take 
an unlucky” turn perhaps; for love, 
even the moſt innocent, may be compa- 
red to a kitten, that is apt to ſcratch 


; your while you are only playing vun 


Therefore, friend Marquis, you may 
keep your heart to yqurſelf, for me; 
I ſhould make a ſcruple to deprive con 
merce of fo choice a commodity. Be- 
| fides, I am really fo weary of the inſi- 
pidity of men, that for the future, I 
ſhall trouble myſelf with none of them, 
except my friends. One always feels 
ſome regret at parting with a lover. I 

K 4 begin 
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l e enough, e ve 
ſhould firſt imagine you needed con- 
lation yourſelf, and then take it into 
aur head that I required the ſame fe- 
lief, becauſe. the Marquis d is 
* embaſſy. Indeed you 
_ are deceived. My friends ſuffice nk; 
as I told you before; and if you would 
remain among that number, I adviſe 
you to ſend me no more billet. doux o. 
Aherwiſe — IF be VO N „ 
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Declare Marquis; thatl hall: at ondeg 

break off all manner of commerce 

with you, for the future, if you conti- 

nue to accoſt me in the way you have 

lately done. What evil ſpirit has put 

it into your 1254 to attempt rivalling 

the abſent? Was any creature ever ſo 
3 IL teazed 


- THE —— COTIOEY as. 


ww and rallied as I was yeſterday: 
evening? However, you entered inta 
Four part with ſuch addreſs, that what- 

ever mind I had to be angry with you, 


could not find in my heart to be ſoy. 
What kind of event this may take, l 
cannot ſay, but this one thing is certain, 
that you ſpend your time very idly; 
for be aſſured, that I have not the leaſt 
ſymptom of paſſion for you, at preſent; 
and what is more, I can anſwer for it, 
- that 1 never ſhall, Yes, Sir — never. 
But, tis merry enough, to perſuade - 
one that they are afflicted, that they want 
conſolation ; in ſhort, to take upon you 
to judge of others feelings, better than 
they can themſelves! this is like the im- 
pertinence of the ſhoemaker, who pre- 
- tended to tell his cuſtomers, ' whiere het 
ſhoe pinched them. d 


* 
4 


But to ſpeak of this matter, a little - 
more ſcriouſly. Prithee reflect for a 
moment, * the folly of your at-. 

x K 5 tempt. 


1 MADAME-DB EN 
tempt. Would jr he ehe would 
it be decent i in me, think vou, to ſup- 

plant my ſriend? For a woman O 
bas aſſumed the character of a Mentor 
with you, who has acted the part of a 
parent to you, to dwindle after all, in- 
to that of a miſtreſs ? Rambling, liher- 
tine as you are! if youth and beauty 
could not hold you, what bands ſhould 
ſuch an old maid. as I, pretend to tye 
you with ? Perhaps, your ſole, view in 


my conqueſt, may be meerly to know. 


whether love is the ſame with me in 
practice, as it is in ſpeculation. But 
will ſave you the expence of ſo much 
time and ble and ſhall faken your 
ahr. gratis. : 8 

Tou oſt know chen, that women, 
one and all of us, rarely act conforma- 
bly to their ſentiments. This is what 
you would have the fulleſt inſtance of, 
in a commerce of galantry with me. 
5 Al fon L have ſaid to Bu, upon. love 
ad 
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and women, would not inſtruct you af- 
ter what manner I ſhould conduct my- 


ſelf, on ſuch an occaſion, There is vaſt 
difference between thinking and feeling; 
between acting for ourſelves and reaſon- * 
ing for others. You would then diſ- 


cover in me, a number of ſingularities, 


that would ſoon make you weary of 


your engagements. I have quite a dif- 


ferent caſt of mind, from moſt women. 
'You may know them all, without 


hand: you expend too much in expec- 


knowing Ninon. And believe me, that 
all you might diſcover of new ar ex- 


traordinary in me, would not repay you 
half the expence of inveſtigation. You. 
iet my price too high, I tell you before- 


tation; mere than I am reſponſible for. 


I ſhould never quit coſt, believe me. 
Diſpoſe of yourſelf in a more brilliant 
liſt. The court affords you groupes. 
of young and fair, with whom you 
will run no hazard of tiring yourſelf with 


exertians of wit and philoſophy. 


| confeſs 
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I confeſs however, that I ſhould 
have been pleaſed you had called in 
to ſee me to-day ; for I was moſt of the 
atternoon, plagued with a difpute about 
the antients and moderns. It is bother- 
ing my head fo much ſtill, that [am 
very near accepting your compliment 
ſeriouſly,” that I am not yet, far enough 
on the decline, to occupy myſelf entire- 
ly, with the ſtudy of ſcience; or to bu- 
ry myſelf alive, with muſty” antients. 
If you would behave a little rationally, 
and drop the humour of making ſpeech- 
es, 1 really think-I ſhould prefer your 
company to any other, to interrupt and 
enliven, now and then, ſuch ſerious oc- 
Is. But you are fo ungovern- 
able, and ſuch a profligate, that I dare 
hardly invite you to ſup with me to- 
maorrow. I miſtake in ſaying to- morrotvʒ 5 
for it is now near two o'clock in the 
morning, and I conſider that my letter 
cannot does 4 you. une noon: : So take 


* 


\ 


# 


expect you. 2 ah ag oe 
4 WI you complata of. me now ? 1s 


| re? with regard to you. While 1 
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notice, ab MOI RON T" 
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= 34 7 * 2 *S , 1 
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not this an aſſignation in form ? But let 
that I am not much afraid of you, and 
that 1 ſnall attend to your amorous 

views, no tarther than will juſt amuſe 


me. You ought to know that I am 


not a perſon to be cafily impoſed upon, 
cha _ 1 ee by heart. 
. . 


1 4 
% 


LE 1ER Lw. 


2 no n to conceal from 
you, the laſt reſolve of the Coun- 


could preſerve her ſecret, without be- 
traying the friendſhip I had conceived; 


for you, I have been faithful to her, 


** — 
. id „ * * 5 . 
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- But ſhould 1 reſerve what Jam now 
going to communicate to you, you 
would 


— 


e MADAME DE I'ENCLOS 70 


would probably, have cauſe, one day, 


of to reproach. me ſeverely. Notwith- 


ftanding the many infidelities you have 
been guilty of, whatever pains ſhe has 
taken, to perſuade you 55 
intirely forgotten, you have never ceaſed 
to be moſt tenderly remembered by 
ber. Tho ſhe has endeayoured to pu- 
niſh you, by an affected indifference, 
_ ſhe. could never refrain from the plea- 


ſure of ſeeing you: And it was in 


compliment to her, that I have ſome- 
times feigned quarrels with you, in or- 


der to bring you the oftener on your 
penitentials, before me. But all theſe: 
ſhifts have not been ſufficient, to ſatis- 
fy a heart ſo intimately affected; and 


the Counteſs is upon the very criſis 
af executing a deſign, which I have a. 


long time oppoſed. You may. inform 
yourſelf. of the particulars, from the 


letter ſhe wrote to me, me. 3, 
| 0 which 1 ſend you incloſed. 
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To Madame de LENCLOS.; bn 


nc ns; LEY remain my friend, 


34 dear Ninon, ceaſe to combat my 
A reſolution. You know that it is not 
is a ſudden. tranſport. It is neither 
the reſult of a momentary reſent» 
, ment, an haſty. pique, nor of def- 
<< pair, I have concealed nothing from 
r you. The poſſeſſion of the Mar- 
6 quis's heart, wapld have conſtitu- 


| 10 ted my higheſt felicity, had I been 
« able to have inſured it for liſe. 1 
% ſhould have been certain of lofing 


« it for ever, if I had been indiſcreet 
„enough to have accorded him thoſe 


(6 
6 


favours he ſollicited for. His in- 
conſtancy 


has ſhewn me that the 


oppoſite conduct is not always a cer- 


tain method of preſerving a lover, 
One muſt. renounce this paſſion en- 


tirely, ſince men are found incapable 
of an attachment more tender, tho? 


3 


«not 


1 


4 de neee r 
« not. leſa Rk than char of ſimple. 
80 friendſhip. - REY {0 5 «$66 * fl: 3 


You know . 
&« not ſufficiently cured not to feel per- 
. «© turbations, every time I ſee the 
„* Marquis. Flight is the only remedy 
4 for this evil, and it is the one I am 
| & determined to betake myſelf to. I 
am not in the leaſt apprehenſive. of 
what the world may ſay, upon my 
retreat into the country. I have pre- 
&« yented thoſe who might perhaps be 
4c ſurprized on this occaſion. It is 
Known that I have lately gained a 
. & conſiderable proceſs, againſt my huſ- 
&« band's executors. I have made a 
«.-plauſible pretext of going to take 

4 poſſeſſion of the eſtate - of - - - -, 
« which they conteſted with me, I 
ei have thus obviated the malignant ſa- 
e tisfaction of the public, in in putting 
« their own conſtruction upon my 
election of ſolitude ;. and at the fame 
time 


XR „ 


* 


18 


a — removed dltfuſpicion — - 

Marquis, of his having e 
n F EO . 
D Ak Anne 

fend yo en bie e p 
« and letters. Good Gods, how weak 
* is human nature! Muſt it require 
6c a *conflit*then, to quit a plague! -- 
«< But the ſtrife is over and my tre- 
2 ſolves ſhall never - never falter more. 


* 


* Sympath 
my dear friend; and remember the 


& dence, to declare the moſt perfect 


« indifference, -on my part. Whoever -. 
« breaks off in reſentment, publiſhes bh 


« their pique and regret at the rupture. 
Nis but a 
4 reconciliation. © And as I have now, 
not the leaſt deſire of renewing my 
' « engagements with the Marquis, I 
* would have you return him the atti- 


— we agreed upon before, ö 
cc t 


ire wich me the mean while, 


e promiſe you have given me in confi- 


« cles I fend you, obliging him, as 


a 


"modeſt way of begging a 3 


1 ö 


1 e cis 
required me to leave Paris, for ſome 
time; but I intreat that you will not 


| allo wean eee, 


wy Fr WF Sina Fir Flog my (dear TY 
++: M $a tl at parting from you, 41 
F not hope to ſee you frequently in my 
retirement. You write freely to your 
i friends; and if you judge of them 
by the tenderneſs and eſteem they 
, bear you, there is not a ſingle one 
__— * among them, more worthy of that 
d title, than me. I reckon upon your 
© correſpondence, till I ſhall have the 
11 6 higher pleaſure of your converſe. 
Fou are not now: to learn my ſenti- 
Res ments > about you. 1 ] 
| 5 5 F 


0 have no advice to give you Mar- 
quis, upon this occaſion 3 and all the 
. een 1 ſhall defire of you is, never to 


expoſe. 


tt, 
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pee che diſingenuouſneſs of my con- 
duct, in this affair, which the:Counteſs 
would have juſt reaſon to reſent All 
that I have to excuſe me to myſelf, is, 
that you have loved her too fondly, to 
look upon this reſolve with indifference 

and if I am not much miſtaken, 1 

might ee have injured the inte- 

rn 0 E by n it 17 
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- AM hired at what you have 
| done, Marquis, and you are a moſt 
Mok creature, after all. Fear not— 

Tour behaviour, my inſtances, and bet- 
ter than either, her own unextinguiſhed - 
flame, will conſpire to conquer the re- 
fiſtance of the Counteſs. Every thing 
, ought to determine her to accept the 
offer you make her, of your hand; and 
{4 Tf Venture Wo prone you, even at 
* * 
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E 
equally our nun *r © own in- 


<1 1 po * 1 favour, and her laſt 


e 


* X 


7 


1 prefied ber 3 this e 5 


defence was, the fear of new revolts, 
on your part. „ Chear up, ſays I; 
one very promiſing circumſtance, on 
< his ſide, is, that he is now undeceived 
. with regard to other women, upon 


CO comparing them with the one he had 


«© quitted; Men of ſenſe or principle, 
have but a certain number of treſ- 
00%. to permit : themſelves.  Fhe 
arquis has already paſſed through 

« thoſe which his youth and condition 


of life, ſeemed. almoſt to | juſtify. 
£08 © He indulged himſelf in them, at a 


45 time when they might be at leaſt, 
e excuſeable. He has ſped all the 
"« frolics of his age and claſt; and 
6 having thus paid his tribute to the 
20 Faſbi on of the Himes, he is become now, 
” el 


— - 
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ic free of life; and may be at liberty 
< to act agreeably to reaſon and virtue, 
ce for the remainder of it. The only 
he objection, F modern days, that is 
„ likely to ſtand againſt him, may be 
« his appearing too fond a huſband : 
But this | is 4 foible which will readi- 


. ly be pardoned. in him, by thoſe Wo 
6 either ſe, or know Joo. 1 


4 


% You riſk ins 3 my 9 
« Counteſs you have yourſelf-paſſed 
through the character of a fine _ 

but had too much ſenſe to continue 
in it, long. Lou quitted it vpon 
« trial, and the Marquis imitates your 
example. Remit therefore, his paſt. 
« exceſſes, and ſuffer not yourobſti- 
<< nacy to kill him with deſpair. The 
« world would exclaim againſt you.“ 


4 


„ 


Q * 


4 


* 


'< 


{ 


In ſhort, I prayed and preſſed, with⸗ 
out ceaſing, and left her in a ſort of ir- 
— which I dare tay will ſoon be 


determined 


IIE 110 


 Sreqmind in your f Rows, as. Tien 
ſiſtance has probably 5 wenge de 8 
* her e unea ly. ods 


JC 1105 1:24% 
Wel, nn © the rt M 


chat ariſes from all this, will give 


you leiſure to reflect upon what 1. 
formerly told you, will you not be 
apt to think me ſtill in contradic- 
tion with myſelf? I had at firſt, : 
adviſed you to treat the paſſion of 


| love en cavalier, and to trouble your- 


ſelf with no more of it, than might 


juſt ſerve to amuſe you; and that ei- 


ther as lover or galant, you ſhould ſuf- 
fer yourſelf to be bound, by a /iip-knot 
only. But I then ſpoke to you upon a 
general topic, and relative to the ge- 
nerality of women meerly. Could I 


at that time, ' propheſy that you would 


be ſo happy, to meet and engage with 
ſuch a charmer as the Counteſs, who 


to the beauties of her own ſex has 
ö joined 


* 
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Joined all the merits of yours? Wie 
a a lucky mortal you are! Now going 
to poſſeſs in the fame perſon, at once - 
the moſt amiable miſtreſs, and the moſt 
eſtimable friend! Deign to admit me 
a third in this choice union, and I ſhall 
not deem myſelf leſs fortunate” than 
either. For if there be in nature, an 
higher bliſs than rejoicing in the hap- 
pineſs of our friends, we muſt attend 
| till 18 5 ſhall pronounce it. | 


Farewel. 
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The . 
To the RE A D E R. 


e * finiſhed this collection of 

letters, which I hope will entertain 
the reader as much as they have done 
the tranſlator; for in truth, there 1 is an 
uncommon deal of wit, humour, ſpirit 
and philoſophic ſenſe, running: thro the 
whole, 


. 1 


242 THE TRANSLATOR 
2 However, it may be plainly pereci- 
ved in theſe ritings, that Nizor's prin- 
Ciples.of philoſophy, had been tainted 


by her converſation with the greateſt . 
male wits of France, La Bruyere, 
Rochefaucault, St. Evremond, Fontaine, 
.&c, For the cynical manner, in which 
ſhe treats the ſubje& of love, is but 
part of that diſingenuous philoſophy, 
which the French writers in general, 
apply to every human affection or mo- 
ral; reſolving friendſhip, gratitude, 
filial and paternal ties, in ſhort, every 
ſpecies and degree of virtue, into a 


JSeifiſo motive. 


1 true, that Madame de ÞEnclos 
has laid open the avenues, and inmoſt 
receſſes of the 'female heart, betrayed 
its weakneſs, and pointed out thoſe pe- 
culiar foibles, where the arts of men 
may attack it with moſt probability of 
ſucceſs. But then, it may at the ſame 
time be obſerved, that ſhe deſcribes 

8 — BP 
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unreſtrained by religion, and 
by grace: And truly; under hich a 


dreſs, to circumvent Þ 


its colour. 


F 10 Tu \BEADES. © az 


her ſex,. in thoſe inſtances, as in . 


of nature,  unimproved: by. educati 
yndfl fed. 


* 


ſtate of original Vn, ſhe bas been per- 
haps, at too great an expence of ad- 
| fenceleſs ; an 
„„ 
f 18 3 

Moſt of the French Arden determine 
the morals of mank ind, from the ſen- 
timents of their own breaſts: | But rea- 
Toning from particulars to generals, has 
never been admitted for ſound Philoſo- 
phy. Tho' a thief at the gallows, con- 
feſſes his conſtant” diſpoſition to ſteal, 


9 a” -«y/ 


we are not ſurely from thence to ar- 


gue, that another man may not view 


2 purſe of gold, with as little inclina- 
tion to purloin it, as to rob a tulip a 


„ * * 9 4 


- To this clak of writers, I could 
web that the world would join in 
1 refuſing 


ſts $1 and 1 5 juſtly ſtile them Sati- 


riſts.. Tho”. I think that even this, 
would be treating them with too much 
reſpect; for as they ſpeak of human 
| nature, rather with the contempt of a 
 Lampooner,” I ſhall always chooſe 'to 


deem them Libellers of mankind. To 


- 
J 


; Such men may be ad, as my friend 
; 91 555 in his notes upon tranſlation, 
| * to hold out the wrong fide of tapeſ- 
to view, by which all the beauties 
5 of colouring and proportion are con- 
cealed, and only the 9 lines and 


boarſe < figures expoled, 


The pleaſure, a to afts of | 
_ benevolence and charity, has been often 
miſtaken for the end; from whence, 
ſelfiſhneſs has, by ſuperficial en 


5 5 ves tranſlation, in this work See 
litter part of the cran/lator to the reader. 


Sian | 


o THE AAk agg 
di A to virtue. But a very 


- little abſtraction may help one to diſ- 


cover, chat pleaſure is the companion only, 


and neither the end, or motiue. To ſup- 


g port life and health, is the intent or pur- 


poſe of eating and drinking. To theſe 
the reliſhes of taſte are added, from the 
meer bounty of rovidence; to gratify, 
- as well as ſatisfy the natural appetites. 
And the pleaſure arifing in the mind, 
upon having done, or even deſigued 


any worthy action, may be Magee te 


15 ure cd to this.” 


1 ſhall make uſe uf ks e Alu- 


fon, farther, t carry me through the 
argument I would maintain; for I do 
not deny, that there is a moral epicuriſm, 


as well as a natural one; and that by 
frequent contemplation upon the con- 
comitant pleaſure, it may become at 


length, the ſole end, in particular agents. 


So that virtue may thus be reduced to 
ſenſuality, and have its pure eſſence quite 
2 


4 tt 
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950 THE; TRANSLATOR. | 
* ceſtroyedyin the minds of ſuch perſons: 
But ſurely, this does not alter its orig 
ginal nature, any more than differenr 
colours become one, becauſe the jaun- 

© ed eye nent Wen ans Army 

* ers medium. . 


It is a received. opinion.” that the 
bulk of mankind do not know the real 
motives from which they act. It is 
poſſible indeed, that I, "fr inſtance,. / 
may be guided by principles, which, I 

may be ignorant of. But then, in the 
name of common ſenſe, how come theſe 


preſumptuous reaſoners to be better 
. acquainted with them, than I am mu- 


ſelf? When ſuch ſubtle philoſop bars 
| pretend to tell me, that I am actuated 
= by motives which I am not conſcious of- 
= in ͤ my own breaſt, they ſeem to talk as- 
4 - impertinently, : as the ſhoe- mater, men- 
= tioned by Ninen, Juſt now. 


—— 


Letter LIN, laſt lines of firſt a | 
Beſides; 


* 


10 Th 'E READER. a/ "I 

| Beſides, I will admit this ignorance, 

an natural actions only, in ſuch as are 

meerly mechanical. But with regard to 

moral ones, the nature of them is deter- — 
mined by the conſciouſneſs of the agent. „ 
And if his reſolves ariſe ſimply, in his 
own mind, from principles of humani- 
ty, benevolence, or any other generous 
emotion, the virtue of them is pure 
and diſintereſted, notwithſtanding the 
cttendant pleaſure z which ariſing only 
from ſubſequent reflection, can no more 


..taint the excellence of the firſt impulſe; 


than poiſon thrown into 4 ſtream, can — 
infect its ſource, J 


The Tranſtator, 
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